Mr. Holt APE 2002 

The Book Analysis (independent book analysis and any other book analysis we do)

Every month you will select a work from the list provided. There will be frequent instances where I will assign a topic or type of book (i.e. drama) for the next book review. Books read and discussed in school before aren't permitted, neither are books on which you have previously submitted essays. You will read the works critically and prepare an analytic paper on each work. The emphasis of your paper is to be on your own analysis of the work, rather than a survey of critics' opinions. The paper will be 1000 words, typed, size twelve font (no handwritten work will be accepted). 

In your analysis remember: 

· Plot summary is the root of all evil!!! A good analysis focuses on the text to prove a point about the text. 
· Sample topics: what to do what not to do.  
· The theme of the work, supported by evidence from the text. 

·  A discussion of two literary devices used by the author in the work (character, metaphor, point of view, style, etc.). How do these devices contribute to the theme? 

· Remember to consider author's intentions in using such devices so ask yourself the critical question of why? "How does the use of this element affect my understanding of the text?" 

· Remember that one can only assume the author chooses each word deliberately, therefore the reasons for their use of a particular element need to be explained. Don't just show me where such devices occur, tell me why they occur.

· It is also possible to write a comparison essay, using your book and any of the other books from the summer reading list. These essays will similarly discuss them and elements, but to some greater affect (to prove a bigger point), i.e. "the growth of African American liberation, of mind and body, as expressed through two authors from different eras." 

· Include a critical biography of the author, only if it is relevant to your thesis. This will not reach more than one page in length (probably only needs one paragraph) and includes only biographical data relevant to the work. 

· You may include a brief discussion of the political, or social factor which influence the author, and the impact of his or her work on politics, i.e. " Communism in The Crucible, Arthur Miller's Communist Manifesto for America." 

· References consulted must be documented via MLA format. **Only use this strategy if it will prove more effective throughout your paper. In most cases for one to incorporate this into their discussion, it is just better to merge it with their thesis, making the paper about "Dealing with Death, Hamlet, Shakespeare's true tribute to his son." 

· Cover sheets will not be required. 

· On the upper right hand corner of the paper include: Your name Date turned in Book review # Teacher's name 

· Always include a title for your essay. Good titles lead into the thesis of the essay; don't just plagiarize the book's name from the author. Be creative! 

· Always write in the present tense.

· Always introduce the author's name and the title of the work being discussed within the first paragraph. (Remember to underline titles of books, put quotation marks around stories, poems, or sections of a larger book). After the introduction, refer to author by last name only.

· Always do your own work. Do not skip the reading. Don't rely on Cliffs Notes. They're really not that good anyway and these are great books everyone wishes they had a chance to read, so read them. Besides you get to choose a book, so choose something you're interested in. 

· Plagiarism from any source will result in a zero on the paper and referred to the VP's office where we will discuss whether you should remain in AP English. The punishment at college for such an offense if often times expulsion from the school. Subsequent handouts will discuss grading. Grades will include, Content, Organization, Style, and some semblance of the AP grading criteria.

· See rubric for additional criteria/information.

Summer Assignment:
Read two of the books from the I.R. list and prepare a book analysis for each.  These will be collected the first day of school.  The grades will replace September’s book analysis and then any other month you wish (you must tell me which month you wish to apply the essay to).

ALL OF THIS AND MORE FOUND AT MY WEBSITE

www.geocities.com/mrholtenglish
Find AP link

