AP Research project:

Write a six page (12 font, with normal margins) essay on Hamlet where you analyze it from one of the critical perspectives discussed earlier in this course.  You must use 7 sources (one is Hamlet), include proper citation and a bibliography.  Only two of those sources, however, may be internet sources. Your essay question, essentially, will be derived from the series of questions the critical approach is concerned with, using both your interpretation and those of others to back up your point.  It will be useful to read as many analyses from your perspective as possible, to choose the most relevant information (in other words, you’re going to read more than six essays, just choose the best six to fit your argument).  This paper can include some comparison/contrast and will be based more on your ideas than the research papers you have done in the past, so you may critique other people’s ideas.  Basically, you’re writing the same type of paper you have all year, just using other people’s ideas to help support your own.  Got it?

As AP students, and Seniors, I am expecting you to know the research process (you’ve done this every year haven’t you?) so there will not be a lot of direct instruction.  Chapter 18 of the Roberts text discusses the matter further; I would use that as a guide.  The main thing I’d like to stress is, don’t wait until the last second.  This is possibly the last major grade to influence the fourth nine weeks (there will be other minor assignments), so if you mess this up, you’ve messed up the semester grade.  Senioritis is contagious, take your flinstone’s kids or whatever you’ve got to do to stick with it for a little longer.

As always, I am available after school and before school for help with this paper.  You may have completed your research but don’ t know how to synthesize it, I’m your man.  You may not know where to go to find sources, the Librarians are your men and women.  You may not ever understand what I’m saying, Ms. Norton is your woman.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions.  This is the most like the type or paper you’re going to write in college than any other we’ve done all year: An opinion piece which uses multiple sources as support. You may also contact me at mrholtenglish@yahoo.com

NOTES: Since we are all doing essentially the same topic, resources will be limited.  Bring change.  Go to the library, photocopy articles, instead of checking them out (that’s what you’ll have to do in college, as they don’t let you take out certain documents).

POINTS: 

The Essay: 100X2

Footnotes, citations, bibliography, etc.: 50 points.

Pass the plagiarism test: you get to keep your points.

ALL PAPERS ARE DUE THE FIRST MONDAY AFTER THE AP TEST

No exceptions
