Holt, AP Lit and Comp

Independent Book Review Reading List

The following is a list of works from which you can choose your next book to analyze.  This list is comprised from AP suggested reading lists as well as eight other AP teachers’ syllabi.  By offering you choices, I am allowing you to choose reading you would like to read and find appropriate.  Please choose only works from this list and refrain from choosing books you have read previously.  I repeat--- I deem this as a matter of choice, if you or your parent object to any of the books on this list, please refrain from reading them.

Key: 


means extremely recommend for AP test


means I personally recommend these books and have either read them in college or know that they are standard works taught on the college level.

The Metamorphosis-Kafka

Mrs. Dalloway

Paradise Lost-Milton

Ceremony-Silko

The Beans of Egypt, Maine-Chute

Catcher in the Rye-Salinger

The Wasteland-Eliot

The Sound and the Fury-Faulkner

As I lay Dying-Faulkner

Portrait of an Artist as a young Man-Joyce

Ulysses-Joyce

Finnegan’s Wake-Joyce

Genesis- The Bible

Crime and Punishment-Dostoyevski

The Brothers Karamazov-Dostoyevski

The Great Gatsby-Fitzgerald

Catch 22-Heller

Moby Dick-Melville

Walden-Emerson

Arms and the Man-Shaw

Pygmalion-Shaw

Candide-Voltaire

One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest-Kesey

Tess of D’ubervilles-Hardy

The Importance of Being Earnest-Wilde

Any of Shakespeare’s plays except Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, and Hamlet.

A Farewell to Arms-Hemingway

The Sun Also Rises-Hemingway

The Inferno-Dante

House of the Seven Gables-Hawthorne

Grapes of Wrath-Steinbeck

Huckleberry Finn-Twain

Jayne Eyre-Bronte

Invisible Man-Ellison

Sons and Lovers-D.H. Lawrence

Bless Me, Ultima-Anaya

Cry, The Beloved Country- Paton

The Color Purple-Walker

Pride and Prejudice-Austen

Great Expectations-Dickens

Sister Carrie-Dreiser

War and Peace-Tolstoy

Anna Karanina-Tolstoy

The Following are works not listed by any official AP sources I have come across.  They are, however, classic pieces of contemporary literature and will be made available for you to read for Independent reading.

The Joy Luck Club-Tan

The House of the Spirits-Allende

The Handmaid’s Tale-Atwood

The Good Earth- Buck

Demian-Hesse

Siddhartha-Hesse

Brave New World- Huxley

The House of Bernarda Alba- Federico Garcia Lorca

One Hundred Years of Solitude- Marquez

The Bluest Eye-Morrison

Beloved-Morrison

Sula-Morrison

Slaughterhouse Five-Vonnegut

The Picture of Dorian Gray- Wilde

Waiting for Godot- Becket

All Quiet on the Western Front- Remarque

A Grain of Wheat-Ngugi

The latest update of books other AP teachers are teaching

Dreaming in Cuban – Garcia

How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents – Alvarez

In the Time of the Butterflies – Alvarez

The Adventures of Kavaleir and Clay – Chabon

A Lesson Before Dying – Gaines

A Gathering of Old Men – Gaines

A Yellow Raft in Blue Water – Dorris

Things Fall Apart – Achebe

The Remains of the Day – Kazuo Ishiguro

The Things they Carried – O’Brien

