Scholarships and How to Get One

If you are as avid as I was during the scholarship/college searching years, you probably already know that there is over one billion dollars (that is more than $1,000,000,000) in free college aid out there. Unfortunately, if you’re like me you aren’t one of those people that most scholarships are designed for. There are many minority, career, or grade specific scholarships out there and to go through them and find out they don’t apply to you is a little disheartening but as long as you’ve done something or can write an essay, chances are there is a scholarship out there for you.

In order to get at this free aid you must be willing to do some work. Filling out applications and writing essays is tough work but as it says in many scholarship books, if you are willing to do the work for one, you are probably already 60% done with the next one. Make sure you save a copy of all the extra-curriculars that you participated in. Make sure you keep those 3 teacher recommendations handy. These are some of the types of documents that you’ll just need to use over and over.

If you bought or are just reading this book, chances are your looking for money for your higher-education goals. Included in this book is a list of scholarships that will/can apply to High School Junior or Senior students, so scholarships that are awarded only to undergraduates or graduates will not be included.

Now to slam down one myth right away, in terms of private scholarship sources there is only a limited amount of resources, there is not billions and trillions of dollars worth of aid out there. That doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t try to get your fair share. You’d be surprised by just how many people give up and say I can’t possibly win anything. That’s simply not true. You’ve got to at least try to get your fair share of those scholarship dollars.

Scholarship Scams

Students’ desire to finance their educations has made an excellent breeding ground for loads of scholarship scams. In fact, the FTC has issued warnings about the scholarship scams. Some of the most telling signs that a program is a scam are:

· “We guarantee you’ll get a scholarship or your money back.” In reality, almost every applicant for financial aid is eligible for some money. Therefore this guarantee is worth nothing.

· “You can’t get this information from anywhere else.” Give me a break. There is absolutely no place that has information you can’t get anywhere else. Internet searches, this and other scholarship books, and your college counselor are just some of the wonderful wealth of information on scholarships out there. Trust me, there is absolutely no information that they have that you can not get from somewhere else.

· “This scholarship will cost you some money.” This is one of the harder ones to deal with, some legitimate scholarships do require a small holding or processing fee, however, in most cases, it’s a scam. You are probably better off not trusting pitches like this even though there is the slight chance its honest. If you are unsure research of the scholarship online can usually tell you loads.

· “We’ll do all the work.” Chances are this one is a fake too. While there are some companies out there to help you find scholarships, you’d probably do a better job by yourself. Although this sounds tempting, it is probably a fake or will not be very helpful.

· “Credit Card or bank account number required to hold your award.” Need I say anything about this? Never ever give this information to anybody you don’t know is reputable and in terms of getting scholarship money, you should never have to give put your information.

· “You are a finalist” and/or “You’ve been selected” If you didn’t enter it or it seems too good to be true, it probably is.

· “Interview processes are only in town for a few days, if you’d like to be part of this program, you must come on one of these days.” This is one of the harder ones to deal with; chances are though if it’s about a scholarship program, it’s a fake. 

Watch out! There are many people who are trying to trick you. There are plenty of free searches out there, utilize them. 

Setting a Timetable for Searching/Getting them in

Starting your scholarship searching as early as your freshman year at high school is a good idea. For example, for Freshman and Sophomore High School students there is a scholarship available for reading and writing about an Ayn Rand novel. Also there are some very early deadlines, for some scholarships you may have to apply at the end of your junior year or very early in the senior year, so as early as you can, try to start those searches.

Scour through one of those thick cover-to-cover scholarship listings in books. It may indeed help you uncover some aid you couldn’t have found otherwise. ALWAYS do at least two or three Internet searches, I suggest Fastweb.com and Collegeboard.com’s searches but people’s feelings about the sites vary, so you don’t have to listen to me. Although it is quite likely some, most, or all of the matches are redundant at least you tried.

Sit down with your parent, parents, or legal guardian and your calendar and discuss hoe much time you are willing to devote to the scholarship/college application process. Especially when you are worrying about college apps, you should donate at least an hour or two a week to your college future. Plan to do at least one scholarship application a week or every two weeks as long as you still have them, once they’re done, if the foundation is accepting them send your application in, no harm in getting them in early. (However, there is in forgetting them or sending them after the deadline!) The scholarships that you find should probably be completed in respective deadline order. 

If you are not sure if a certain scholarship applies to you, write, call, or e-mail the head of the program. If you are nervous about that, send in the application anyway, no harm in trying. 

Before sending in scholarship applications make sure you check that everything is nicely and neatly filled, all questions that are asked are answered, and that all rules and regulations are followed.

According to one scholarship granting website, although they received many talented, smart, well-thought out essays, they had to reject more than half of them immediately. These essays were rejected because the essays did not address the posed question, did not follow all the rules and regulations, or were not sent in on time to meet the deadline date. All these problems can be remedied if you are careful while filling out/sending in your application.

Types of Scholarships

· Individual Scholarships are to be used only at a specific college or department at that college. Some of these scholarships are reserved for specific types of students such as minorities or women. A lot of the time this information can be found on the school’s website. If not write to the school (postal or e-mail) and ask about it. Chances are, they’ll tell you; they’re not out to get you. The way to get these awards varies by school some require a separate/special application and some are given to you on the basis of your regular application to the school.
· State Scholarship Resources are given by state education authorities to students pursuing specific programs, students who remain in state for college, have great financial need, or to minorities who are interested in continuing their education. Contacting your state’s agencies during your scholarship quest may not be a bad idea. 
· Loans and “Loanships” Money that needs to be paid back no matter what is called a loan. Loanships or Forgivable loans are loans that are issued to appease tuition bills and are worked back through apprenticeship or work through a certain organization. Many states offer forgivable loans to students interested in becoming teachers for instance.
Names of Free Online Scholarship Searches and Ratings

What the rankings stand for:

INDIVIDUAL RANKINGS:

5- Excellent
4- Good
3- Average/Standard
2- Below Average
1- Terrible

TOTAL SCORE:

A total score of above 16 is excellent, 13-16 is good, 10-12 is average, 8-9 is below average, below 8 is far below average and not worth looking at.

SAMPLE BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 4/5- Was it easy or hard to answer all those questions to get your search going?
EASE OF USE: 5/5- Was it hard navigating through all those results?

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 2/5- Were there a lot of results? (Does not take into account # supposedly in searching database).

USEFULNESS OF INFO: 3/5- Was the information that was there useful?

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 14/20 (3.5/5)- Total Score/Average Rating. 
WWW.FASTWEB.COM- is a “Monster” company. Fastweb is easily the most commercial of the scholarship searches and easily one of the best. Although extraneous information, non-scholarship awards, off-grade level awards, certain one-college scholarships, and advertisements pop up, it still offers one of the most readable and one of the biggest databases for college scholar dollars. It also sends reminder e-mails telling you about new awards and scholarship deadlines, some I assume find them helpful; I think that they're a pain.

FASTWEB.COM BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 4/5



EASE OF USE: 5/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 4.5/5


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 4.5/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 18/20 (4.5/5)

WWW.SCHOLARSHIPS.COM- is a confusing database consisting of fewer awards than other search engines. It is less commercial than Fastweb, however, its only flaw information wise is non-grade level specific awards. In other words, it is not meant for your grade level although it appears in your results.

SCHOLARSHIPS.COM BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 4.5/5



EASE OF USE: 3/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 4/5


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 3.5/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 15/20 (3.75/5)

WWW.FASTAID.COM- is the most confusing scholarship database I have ever encountered. In fact, it was so bad that I couldn’t even figure out how to sign up for the thing. It’s a confusing process. I would suggest skipping this one.

FASTAID.COM BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 1/5



EASE OF USE: 1/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 2/5


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 2/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 6/20 (1.5/5)

WWW.MERITMONEY.COM- is only for scholarships given to students applying to specific colleges. The information on these scholarships is good but as it costs money to use the site and is only for specific schools; I’d give Meritmoney.com the pass as well.

MERITMONEY.COM BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 3/5



EASE OF USE: 4/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 3/5


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 3/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 13/20 (3.25/5)

WWW.WIREDSCHOLAR.COM- has very limited resources and does not seem to give very much helpful information. The most common mistake is wrong grade-level scholarships. Even though the site is not that helpful, it probably would not be bad to give the site the once over, just to check for scholarships.

WIREDSCHOLAR.COM BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 4.5/5



EASE OF USE: 4.5/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 2.5/5


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 3.5/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 15/20 (3.75/5)

WWW.COLLEGEBOARD.COM- The CollegeBoard.com Scholarship search is sponsored by the people who bring you those annoying tests, the SAT Is and the SAT IIs. The College Board did not include a lot of scholarships in their database. Despite this, the information given and the format of it are both of good quality. 

COLLEGEBOARD.COM BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 5/5



EASE OF USE: 4.5/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 3/5


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 4.5/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 17/20 (4.25/5)

WWW.BROKESCHOLAR.COM- The amount of results returned for me was high but their sign up process and ease of use was of overall low quality. The site was hard to navigate and the information on the site was not very helpful, overall, Brokescholar.com is not a necessary stop on your quest for scholar dollars.

BROKESCHOLAR.COM BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 2/5



EASE OF USE: 3/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 4/5


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 3/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 12/20 (3/5)

WWW.PETERSONS.COM- Run by Peterson’s it gives enough in quantity but not so much in quality. Sign up was easy enough but the navigatability was of poor quality and the information on awards was of adequate standing.

FASTWEB BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: 3.5/5



EASE OF USE: 1.5/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 4/5


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 3/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 12/20 (3/5)

WWW.COLLEGE-SCHOLARSHIPS.COM- Is not a search site for scholarships but gives links to many other search sites. Very uninformative, the only thing useful on the page is the links to more than a dozen searches.

COLLEGE-SCHOLARSHIPS.COM BASIC NUMBERS

EASE OF SIGN UP: N/A



EASE OF USE: 5/5

NUMBER OF AWARDS: N/A


USEFULNESS OF INFO: 5/5

TOTAL SCORE (AVERAGE): 10/10 (5/5)

TOP 5 SEARCH SITES

1. Fastweb.com 18/20 (90%)

2. Collegeboard.com 17/20 (85%)

3. Scholarships.com 15/20 (75%)

4. Wiredscholar.com 15/20 (75%)

5. Meritmoney.com 13/20 (65%)
