A Visit to Boston

A. I will be taking Delta airlines nonstop from La Guardia in NYC to Logan International in Boston, Massachusetts. My flight will take approximately one hour and two minutes and I will land at 12:32 PM on Sun. August 1.

I will be taking a second Delta airlines flight nonstop from Logan International in Boston, Massachusetts to La Guardia in NYC. My flight will take approximately one hour and five minutes. I will be leaving Boston at 1:30 PM on Tues. August 3, there by giving me exactly 48 hours and 58 minutes in Boston. The total round trip will cost me $116.19.

B.
I will be staying at the Days Inn Boston. It will cost me $182.40, $56.00 cheaper than my original plan which was just down the street. for a two-night stay. It has free breakfast every morning so that'll cut down on my trip costs. It is also in Salem so I can visit the historical places where the witch trials happened and it is right on the outskirts of Boston so I will be able to spend a day there.

C.
My dates were chosen because it doesn't interfere with summer plans or the beginning of school. It is also during the week so that I can enjoy all of Boston's amenities even those closed on weekends!

Good morning, it is Sunday, August 1st at 10:00 AM. I rub the sleep from my eyes as I take one last quick look at my itinerary. It looks like it'll be a bang up time, and I'll even get to take a look at six different museums!

Anyway, the plane ride is mostly without a hitch but there is some issue with my credit card information. Apparently, the name on the credit card account says S. Tanzer, but my name is Joshua Tanzer, it eventually gets sorted out but its a good thing I left early!

The trip is fairly uneventful, I have apple juice and a bag of some sort of mixed nuts or something like that. We arrive in Boston at 2:39 PM, just seven minutes behind schedule, not too bad, I grab my bags and get into a taxi, I finally spare another second to look at my watch, only 3 o'clock and I'm already famished.

"To 1234 Soldiers Field Road in Boston please." The driver doesn't have a great command of the streets or English for that matter, luckily I had my mapquest directions. (On a side note, I included them at the back for you along with all the other directions on my "tour" in case you wanted to shadow it.) According to Logan's "flat rate fees for cabs on the massport website, the cost for the ride should be $17.40. It cost I think $17.90 or something when we were done because he turned down a wrong street. So I gave him a $2.10 tip since I happen to have a $20 bill in my wallet.

My stop today is going to be Harvard College. They have a special deal where you pay $8 (for students) and you are admitted to the six, count 'em six different museums on campus.  I walk down the two mile stretch to get to Harvard. It is about four o'clock so I stop in at a local pizzeria, Pinnochio's Pizza and Subs and get a quick slice of pizza, $2. Then I go to the museums for two or three hours and enjoy the collections at the Fogg Art Museum, the Busch-Reisinger Museum, the Semitic Museum, and the Peabody Museum (see map). I finish around 6:30 and frequent the pizzeria again, spending another $8.

I decide to go see Shear Madness at Charles Playhouse. The The cab fare there is $18 with tip and the play is $34. Its an exciting and enjoyable experience. The cab fare back to the hotel is another $18. I flop into bed and go to sleep.

I eat at the free continental breakfast in the morning and make myself a bagel with cream cheese for later, which I surreptitiously place in my bag for later. (I'm a sucker for anything free.) It's 11 o'clock. I call for a cab and spend $10 for a ride to the duck tours. It's a 90 minute tour from the Prudential Center and back to the Prudential Center. It costs $24.00. At 12:30, I'm back by the Prudential Center, which I'll explroe for a little while, about an hour and a half. I comb around the area and allot myself $18 to spend on various goodies. I call for another cab back to the hotel ($10), it is about 3 o'clock. 

I decide to walk part of the Freedom Trail, I enjoy such sites as the Boston Commons, King's Chapel, and the site of the First Public School. (A brief description of each is added at the end of the daily descriptions.)

I return home about seven and go to McDonald's, (I know, the glamour!) which is next to the hotel. I spend about $7 for a meal here. I take a quick swim in the pool and then head off to bed.

The next morning, I wake up at 10, and after continental breakfast I have to pack. I return my room key and call a cab. It's only $17 this way, there are many less tolls and such.

Brief Description of some stops on The Freedom Trail
Boston Commons: Is America's oldest public park at 44 acres. During the American Revolution the Common was used as a British Army Camp. Since then the common has seen hangings, duels, and much happier, public celebrations.

King's Chapel: Built on the cemetery of the town becasue no one would sell the Royal Governor land to make a Puritan church. It was designed by Peter Harrison to rival the architecture of any church in Europe. It was completed in 1754.

First Public School: Still in operation today, it was founded in 1635. It has a famous statue of Benjamin Franklin in the front of the building.

The Bill
LOCATION/EXPENSE
TYPE OF SITE
COST

Airfare
N/A
116.19

Hotel
N/A
182.40

DAY 1 Breakfast- At Home
--------
--------

Taxi to hotel
N/A
20.00

Harvard Museums
Cultural
8.00

Lunch- Pizza (Pinnochio’s Pizza and Subs)
Restaurant
2.00

Dinner- Calzone (Pinnochio’s Pizza and Subs)
Restaurant
8.00

Taxi
N/A
17.00

Shear Madness (Play)
Entertainment
34.00

Taxi
N/A
17.00

DAY 2 Breakfast- Free w/ room
--------
--------

Taxi
N/A
10.00

Duck Tours
Scenic
24.00

Lunch- “Stolen from Breakfast”
N/A
0.00

Prudential Area Shopping
Recreation
18.00

Taxi
N/A
12.00

Freedom Trail
Historical
0.00

McDonald’s
Restaurant
7.00

Swimming
Recreation
0.00

DAY 3- Breakfast- Free w/ Room
--------
--------

Taxi
N/A
17.00

TOTAL

492.59

Everything better be tax-free! You can hear the pennies squeaking from how tight this budget is!

It is March 4, 1770 and Crispus Attucks is showing me around Boston. Before I continue let me give you a quick background in to who Crispus Attucks really is. Born in 1723, Attucks is a runaway slave who now lives in Boston, he even while showing me around complains bitterly of the Townshend Acts which stripped the colonies of any means of support other than Britain. 

Things look so different back here in the 1770’s, but there is at least one thing that is still the same, Faneuil Hall, is still around in our time but it’s a lot more commercial, here it is a public meeting house, that was donated to the public in 1742. It is already, however, considered as good as a landmark here in Boston. People practically revere it.

There is very little in the way of education here, while us in the “enlightened” 21st century know that Massachusetts was the leader in education, none of these people want to think about it yet even if it does exist. There is some artisanship and similar types of trade work but there is still no basic, mandatory education for everyone.

However, it must be mentioned that those that are wealthy enough or care enough can send their children to grade school, such as the Boston Latin School and then can attend Harvard College, which is also in the Boston area. 

The government is still a monarchy, ruled by England. There is, however, notable unrest around Boston. Crispus just interrupted my narrative to tell me about a protest of the Townshend Acts that will take place here in Boston. He is obviously very excited about it.

The people here in Boston, and Crispus tells me all through out the colonies, feel that they are being treated as second class citizens and are tired of it. Two years ago in September of 1768 they drew up a list of grievances against Britain in Faneuil Hall. They were presented and promptly ignored by the British.

Also, the Sons of Liberty Club was formed to resist the Stamp Act placed by the British on the colonial citizens. These taxes had a huge detrimental effect on the colonies’ relationship with Britain. They’ve also hurt our chances of ever being an independent nation due to the large economic strain of taxes and duties on their economy. 

The Boston economy is based on farming and secondarily, a merchant economy. The buying power of Boston, along with the population has been steadily increasing, well over 10,000 now. Our harbor is home to a large center of commerce. Farming is no longer a popular method of income in Boston in today’s society.

Crispus Attucks is a well-known runaway slave that complains a lot. Apparently, when I applied to take this trip back in time I got stuck with a complainer because I didn’t book enough time in advance.  Oh well, I’ll live what he’s saying is interesting even if he doesn’t know much about anything else.

The Townshend Acts are his big topic of discussion, “I think I may’ve glossed over them before so I’ll explain them well to you now,” he says.


“The Townshend Acts were proposed by Charles Townshend to make up for the difference in tax revenue after they cut property taxes for the British still in Britain. His plan was to put taxes on paper, lead, glass and tea imported from Britain. 

“Then to add insult to injury he declares they should use this money to pay for the British officials in America. Then, oh then, they set up a station right here in Boston to collect these taxes. We’ve got to protest, we’ve just got to. That’s why we are going to stage one of the largest protests in the history of the colonies tomorrow.”

He finishes his speech with a quaint, bright white smile. I nod back like I care, just to make sure he doesn’t do it again. 

He shows me the sites of Boston including Faneuil Hall,  I must admit I’m a little embarrassed following this loud mouthed, 6 foot tall, knock kneed person. He keeps yelling about this and that until I say, “OK, that’s enough, I’m tired. Let’s continue this tomorrow.“

The next day is March 5, 1770 and Crispus decides that we should go down to the protest against the Townshend Acts. Reluctantly, seeing there is no way to change his mind, I go down with him.

Many colonists were already there, angrily shouting and jeering at the British force that had come to control the crowd. Suddenly, a group of colonists, Crispus, and I were forced towards the soldiers. You could practically see the worry in the soldiers’ eyes. They started brandishing their muskets ordering the colonists to stay back but we kept approaching.

“Hey you, British guy!” he yelled, waving his stick like a fanatic. Then a shot rang out and Crispus fell to the ground then more shots rang out. I lost track of the number as we started to run away. Five men, including Crispus, died that day, fighting for their colony’s rights.

What I witnessed was the Boston Massacre which took place on March 5, 1770. Seen as one of the greater atrocities that Britain had committed against the Americans, this was offered as evidence for the American Revolution.
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