210-15 23rd Avenue

Bayside, NY 11360

4/20/04

Mr. F. Levy, AP/AMT

The Bronx High School of Science

75 W 205th Street

Bronx, NY 10468

Dear Mr. Levy,
My friends, Hannah Aizenman, Janet Sylvan, and I would be interested in participating in this year’s technology fair. We are making a set of letter blocks using balsa and birch woods. After finishing, we will be giving them to the children at North Central Bronx Hospital.

We also wondered how this was related to new ideas in wood technology and we’ve concluded it isn’t. This is about adapting technology to make it safe, enjoyable and a great learning experience for children.

There are many issues to be addressed here. Even homemade toys have to adhere to the strictest guidelines. The corners will have to be filed down. It will have to be well sanded to avoid splinters. We also have to worry about the type of glue that we use, it must be strong and non-toxic.

Another interesting aspect of the project that Mr. Schulze addressed with us is how it will be a learning experience for the children. Blocks may help teach skills such as engineering. Additionally, since we are adding letters to the blocks they may help kids struggling with reading or they may help the kids (as many of them are toddlers) learn the letters. 

I think our project would be a great addition to the technology fair and we would be proud to be a part of it. Please let me know if our project was accepted.

Yours truly,
Joshua Tanzer
Student
Bronx Science
