Joshua Tanzer

I’m not entirely sure what to write for this letter. I know I have the guidelines with me but that doesn’t change the fact that I am struggling even in my head, never mind writing down on paper, just what I think of this seminar. This class has been part of my life for the past few months; I have met new friends from my school and besides and have really learned a lot about the writing and editing process.

I think my biggest problem in writing is that everything makes sense and my own head. I think that I need to realize that readers of my essays have never met my Aunt Jenni or been brought through a guilt trip by my mom. I think I need an out of body experience to read these essays and realize the mistakes and unclear phrases.

In general, I think that I make very little grammar or other technical mistakes but I think I should read over my work more carefully before accepting it. One tendency I have is to make run-on sentences, which takes away from the effectiveness of my work. While reading my work out loud in class I often find another three or four corrections, while not a huge problem, these are the kinds of things I should be able to detect before class. 

I have enjoyed being a critic but I find that it is much easier for me to correct someone’s erroneous grammar or spelling than it is for me to give suggestions on their writing. I usually think that everyone’s paper is good and can’t think of any suggestions. In general paper by paper, with sometimes a few awkward exceptions, we got better in our writing. I noticed this mostly in Janyl’s papers, they tended to be very unfocused and rambling but now she has gotten to be much better staying focused.

I think that this has been a great experience for me as a writer, I think I have more identified my strengths and weaknesses and have been able to write more effectively due to it. I know that I often don’t write enough and therefore often don’t come to a valid conclusion, as I will more than likely do in this letter.

This class has been an amazing experience, I have learned so much about myself as a writer and I have also learned how to identify the strengths and weaknesses of myself and how to alter myself in that fashion. At least I know when I write run-on sentences, even if I don’t always correct them. I notice that I don’t always have a strong ending to things, even if I don’t always change it to write one. I think this class has allowed me to identify me, my problems with writing, and given me the tools to fix it even if I am sometimes too lazy to.
