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Is it your fault if you’re poor?  I wish to contest the conventional meaning of poor before I respond to this question. Is someone not poor if he lacks companionship? What if he lacks a loving family? Why is it that poor is always taken to be a monetary sense of the word?

Is someone is poor in simply their financial state but has a good family that helps support them, lives in somewhat livable conditions, and has food every day, even though it may be a constant struggle, they are not truly poor.

But, I digress, returning to my thesis; do these people make themselves poor? Unfortunately, here, I am divided in what I think, it may be the person’s fault but depending on the circumstances of their individual case I may consider them blameless.

Take Michael for instance, he has a strong family support system but he has not taken to it. His mother is always there to help him and his father, admittedly less than perfect, having many affairs, still loves his boy. However, this loved, incredibly intelligent boy got involved with drugs and ended up shooting someone with a BB gun at school. He was expelled from school and is now facing criminal charges.

I do not feel bad for Michael, he made his own, albeit, incredibly stupid choices. I note, however, that they were his choices and are therefore his to take responsibility for. This is an individual that brought unfortunate circumstances upon himself.

My father’s friend, Stephen was laid off by NY State during the economic downturn. He has had severe diabetes his whole life and recently lost his leg to the disease. He had a savings account with a few thousand dollars in it; thankfully, he is a veteran and has been getting treatment from the VA hospitals but he has no family to turn to, no one to support him. 

This is an individual that does not deserve the circumstances that he was given, a veteran, with a life long disease, laid off by his steady employer and with no family to help him. I feel terrible for Stephen; he does not deserve this sort of horrible punishment for something that he could not control.

Poor is what you make of your circumstances, some one can have no money and still be richer than the richest man alive. 
