Phillipines

Some 126,000 American soldiers would be committed to the conflict; 4,234 American and 16,000 Filipino soldiers, part of a nationwide guerrilla movement of indeterminate numbers, died. 

The Filipino troops, armed with old rifles and bolos and carrying anting-anting (magical charms), were no match for American troops in open combat, but they were formidable opponents in guerrilla warfare. For General Ewell S. Otis, commander of the United States forces, who had been appointed military governor of the Philippines, the conflict began auspiciously with the expulsion of the rebels from Manila and its suburbs by late February and the capture of Malolos, the revolutionary capital, on March 31, 1899. Aguinaldo and his government escaped, however, establishing a new capital at San Isidro in Nueva Ecija Province. The Filipino cause suffered a number of reverses. The attempts of Mabini and his successor as president of Aguinaldo's cabinet, Pedro Paterno, to negotiate an armistice in May 1899 ended in failure because Otis insisted on unconditional surrender. 

Still more serious was the murder of Luna, Aguinaldo's most capable military commander, in June. Hot-tempered and cruel, Luna collected a large number of enemies among his associates, and, according to rumor, his death was ordered by Aguinaldo. With his best commander dead and his troops suffering continued defeats as American forces pushed into northern Luzon, Aguinaldo dissolved the regular army in November 1899 and ordered the establishment of decentralized guerrilla commands in each of several military zones. More than ever, American soldiers knew the miseries of fighting an enemy that was able to move at will within the civilian population in the villages. The general population, caught between Americans and rebels, suffered horribly. 

According to historian Gregorio Zaide, as many as 200,000 civilians died, largely because of famine and disease, by the end of the war. 

Only on the sugar-growing island of Negros did the local authorities peacefully accept United States rule. 

Cuba

The Cuban insurgents were not willing to compromise after so many years of sacrifice and the loss of so many lives to the cause of independence. When riots broke out in Havana, the United States representatives in Cuba requested protection for U.S. property and interests on the island. On February 15, 1898, a United States battleship, the U.S.S. Maine, which had been sent to Havana Harbor at the request of U.S. Consul Fitzhugh Lee (nephew of Confederate General Robert E. Lee) mysteriously exploded and sank with a loss of 266 crew. Investigations were made by both parties, and the United States concluded that the explosion had been perpetrated from outside the ship. Public opinion, fanned by the "yellow journalism" of media mogul William Randolph Hearst, demanded Spain's unconditional withdrawal from Cuba. Shortly thereafter, the United States declared war against Spain. By the provision of the so-called Teller Amendment, however, the United States acknowledged that it would make no attempt to annex the island. 
On April 25, 1898, the United States Congress voted to declare war against Spain. Although the Cuban revolutionaries had wanted only political recognition and material aid from the United States, they accepted military intervention and offered their assistance to the foreign expeditionary forces in order to win. The United States entered the war without recognizing the Republic of Cuba, even though the revolutionaries assumed that the Teller Amendment was sufficient protection for Cuban sovereignty. Thus, despite the early warnings of Martí against allowing Cuba to be used as a bridgehead for foreign penetration of the New World republics, the Cuban revolutionaries greeted the arrival of United States troops.

The war was short. In June, 17,000 United States troops landed at Siboney and Daiquiri, east of Santiago de Cuba. On July 3 the Spanish fleet was destroyed, and a few United States land victories prompted the final surrender of Spanish troops on August 12. The terms of the armistice represented the end of the Spanish overseas empire. Spain lost Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippine islands, and other islands in the Pacific and in the West Indies to the United States. The quick victory over Spain was attributed only to the United States, but such reports failed to recognize that the Cuban struggle for independence had been weakening the crown's resources for several decades. Spain had become impoverished and worn out. In Cuba the Army of Liberation forced Spain to concentrate its troops in urban areas. The countryside was controlled by the revolutionaries, which made it impossible for the royalist army to retreat, once attacked by the United States. The naval blockade of the island prevented reinforcements from reaching the Spanish garrisons. These factors were extremely important to the final victory. In reality, the war was fought between Cuban revolutionaries, Spanish royalists, and United States interventionist forces. According to the terms of the armistice, a peace commission met in Paris on October 1, 1898, and prepared the text of the Treaty of Paris, which was signed by representatives of the United States and Spain.


On January 1, 1899, the Spanish administration retired from Cuba, and that same day General John R. Brooke installed a military government on the island. This was the beginning of the United States occupation of Cuba. However, the United States government was bound by the Teller Amendment, which placed Cuba in a category different from the other areas previously controlled by Spain. Furthermore, the strong annexationist drive had waned in the United States; the realities of Cuba as economically destroyed by the war and having a large black population were responsible for the change in United States attitudes toward the island. 

Brooke's administration restored some services while controlling customs, postal services, sanitation; and health agencies. In December 1899 General Leonard Wood initiated the second period of United States administration in Cuba. Wood was a very energetic man who led the most impressive United States-administered reconstruction programs in Cuba. As a former United States surgeon general, Wood undertook a campaign for the eradication of malaria and yellow fever in Cuba. Dr. Walter Reed, an army surgeon, worked on epidemiology and tropical parasitical diseases projects using research results obtained previously by Dr. Carlos Juan Finlay of Cuba. A census taken in 1900 gave a bleak picture of the island's population of 1.5 million (200,000 less than in 1895), in both economic and educational terms. Schools were built, students were enrolled, special training was provided for teachers, and the University of Havana was restructured. Several public works programs were also established for the improvement of railroads, roads, and bridges.


Mark Twain

"I thought we should act as their protector -- not try to get them under our heel.... But now -- why, we have got into a mess, a quagmire from which each fresh step renders the difficulty of extrication immensely greater."
