Web Design (From a Non-Designer’s Point of View)

To begin this task, I used Microsoft FrontPage 2003.  I was under the assumption that it would be relatively self-explanatory. While I did find it not as difficult as I had initially imagined, it did take a serious amount of trial and error before I was able to find my way around.  I believe I had somewhere in the neighborhood of 14 home pages before I was satisfied with the result.  


I did run into a few areas that I would consider “challenging”.  My initial attempts at formatting were rather frightening, as the page was either too busy, or very bland.  Other than this particular problem, the only other area I had trouble with (and continue to, to this day) is placing text over an image.  I tried many different methods, and I could not get it to format the way I had envisioned it.  I see this as a hurdle I need to overcome; I am able to envision exactly how I wish the page to look, yet do not possess the skills or know-how to make it happen.


The process of overcoming these areas of fault is on-going.  I purchased a help manual to assist with the layout issues, and it did come in handy, as I was able to refer to specific sections as needed.  The issue of placing text over an image correctly is something I need to figure out.  Even if I never design another web page, I want to know how this is achieved.  This is a task for a later day, most assuredly. 

I used Geo Cities as my Web-hosting server, and the process has been rather smooth.  I felt the process of uploading my files to the server was simple and self-explanatory.  I opted for the free service, as my intention was to place my site as a link from my school home page, yet our technology coordinator is on jury duty, therefore I cannot do this until she returns.


Overall, it has been a worthwhile experience for me, as I have learned something that I had no previous experience with.  I fully intend to make changes to my site, and to mold it into the site that I see when I think about how I want it to represent me to the public.   

