Steve DeGennaro

Sample Lesson Plan 

Subject:  
U.S. History 

Grade:
7-10

Aim:
Students will gain an understanding of the causes of the Boston Massacre and the effect propaganda had on the American colonists.  (6.3 A, D)

Objectives:

1. Students will be able to discuss the events leading up to the Boston Massacre. 

2. Students will be able to compare the actual events of the Boston Massacre to the events portrayed in the engraving by Paul Revere. 

3. Students will be able to- in a group and through class discussion- determine how the engraving by Paul Revere misled the colonists by citing examples.  

4. Students will be able to identify similar propaganda that exists today or in the recent past.
Motivation:

1. Identify what components of the engraving made it a piece of propaganda.  Were they effective?  (6.3 A, D)

2.  Identify similar pieces of propaganda that have existed throughout U.S. History and exist today.  (6.3 A, D, E, F, G)

Procedures:

1. Students will be given notes on the events leading up to the Boston Massacre. (I.E. Townsend Acts, Writs of Assistance, Quartering Act etc.) 

2. Students will be given notes on the Boston Massacre. 

3. Students will be shown an engraving of the Boston Massacre. 

4. In small groups, students will be asked to identify what is not accurate about the engraving. 

5. Students will be asked to identify the effects the engraving had on the colonists. 

6. Students will be asked to identify similar forms of modern propaganda and their effects it has on society, and themselves.  

Summary:

1. What caused the Boston Massacre? 

2. What were the top three effects the engraving had on the colonists?  

Application and Assessment:  

Students will be asked to write a ½ page essay describing how they would react to the engraving had they been a colonist at the time.  

Materials

1. Engraving of the Boston Massacre  

2. Famous World War I and II Propaganda posters  

3. Classroom textbooks 

Teacher’s Materials

1. Optional Power Point Presentation

2. Tindall, George Brown. America a Narrative History 
3. Leckie, Robert George Washington’s War
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Sample Lesson Plan 

Subject: Social Studies, US Government

Grade:
 6-8

Aim:
Students will gain an understanding of the three branches of government and the checks and balances that exist between them. (6.1 A, C)

Objectives

1. Students will be able to identify the specific powers of the three branches of government (6.1 A) 

2. Students will be able to describe the checks and balances between them (6.1 A)

3. Students will be able to identify current examples of the system of checks and balances in the national government.  (6.1 A)

Procedures 

1. Class will be divided into three teams representing one of the three branches of government

2. Each team will develop a list of powers for their branch of government

3. Each team will give it’s list of powers to the class

4. Students will be given notes on the three branches

5. Powers of the three branches will be listed on the board and the checks that exist between them 

6. Students will be asked to identify present day examples of the powers of each branch of government.   

Application and Assessment 

1. Students will be asked to bring in an internet, newspaper or magazine article which describes some action one of the three branches has recently undertook.  (I.E. Supreme Court case, Bill Veto by President etc.)  

Materials

1. Student textbooks

Teacher’s Materials 
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Sample Lesson Plan 

Subject: Social Studies 

Grade:
8th

Aim:
Students will gain an understanding of the Social, Political, and Economic Expansion of the U.S. (6.3 D, E) 

Objectives

1. Identify inventions that helped start the Industrial Revolution (6.3 D, E)

2. Describe how Industrial Revolution began in the U.S. (6.3 D, E)

3. Describe work in the Lowell Mills (6.3 D, E)

4. Describe settlers routes West (6.3 E)

5. Explain how Roads were improved (6.3 E)

6. Explain why steamboats and canals were useful (6.3 E)

7. Explain how Congress helped American Industry  (6.3 E)

Procedures

1. Students will describe why so many settlers wanted to move West in the Early 1800’s.  (6.3 E)
2. Students will explain what problems the settlers would face.  (6.3 E)
3. Students will compare and contrast how the Industrial Revolution changed the way goods were produced.  (6.3 E)
4. Students will investigate how Americans worked and lived through the reading of primary sources.  
Application and Assessment  

1. Students will create their own journal describing either their trip westward, work experience in a New England Mill, or work experience on a slave plantation in the South.  

Materials 

1. Student textbooks

Teacher’s Materials 

1. Tindall, George Brown. America a Narrative History
