World Cultures--Vocabulary List

Adapt—getting used to a new situation
Alms—money,  food, etc.  given to the poor
Ancient—a time long ago
Approximate—to be close to a particular number

Arid—extremely dry (land) that cannot produce crops
Category—a group of people or things that all have the same particular qualities
Characteristic—typical quality or feature
Citizen—a “member” of a country
Climate—usual pattern of weather in an area

Commodity—a product that can be sold to make a profit
Communism—political system that is for eliminating private property
Conclusion—something you decide after considering all of the information you have

Conflict—fighting or war
Consumer—someone who buys things 
Contribution—something given in order to help something be successful
Culture—way of life of a group of people who share similar beliefs and customs
Cultural borrowing—when a group of people adopts another’s cultural traits
Democracy—a system of government in which everyone in the country can vote 
Development—the gradual growth of something so that it becomes bigger or more advanced
Domestic—within a country
Economy—money; a system by which a country’s money and goods are produced
Elected official—a person who won an election for a position in the government 
Emigrant—someone who EXITS their country to live in another
Environment—natural surroundings

Factor—cause/influence
Foreign—not from your own country or the country you are talking about
Geography—study of earth and all its variants—land, water, plants, and animals
Goods—things that are produced in order to be sold
(to) govern—to control a country
Government—the group of people who govern a country (or state)
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)—the total value of all goods and services of a country
GDP per capita—the average amount of money each person in the country makes (in a year) 
Health care—the service of looking after the health of all the people in a country (or an area)
Hostile—angry and deliberately unfriendly
Human rights—basic freedoms and rights, such as freedom of speech and freedom of assembly that all people should have.
Immigrant—person who moves to a new country (to make a permanent home)
Indicator—a sign that shows you how a situation is changing.
Industry—the production of goods
Institution—custom; an established system or custom in society
Interior—the part of the country that is farthest away from the coast.

Internal—inside
Laborer—worker
Life expectancy—the length of time a person is expected to live
Limited government—a type of government where, through law, some control is placed on leadership’s powers
Literacy (rate)—percentage of people who can read and write
Middle East—the area between Iran and Egypt and the countries between them
Migrate—to go to another country, especially in order to find work
Military—the army, navy or air force
Monarchy—rule by a king or queen
(Mountain) range—a long row of mountains that covers a large area
Oligarchy—a government controlled by a small group of people
Physical environment—real things in the environment that can be touched, seen or felt (examples: dirt, rivers, and trees)
Pilgrimage—a journey to a holy place for religious reasons
Policy—a course of action (that has been officially agreed and chosen by a political party, business or other organization)
Political—connected with the government of a country
Political boundry—boundry of a country

Population—the number of people living in a particular area, country, etc.

Population density—number of people per square mile (or square kilometer, etc.)
Private—NOT GOVERNMENT
Producer—(a person, company, or country) that makes something
Public—GOVERNMENT
Services—to provide people with what they need or want
Scale (on a map)—the relationship between the size of a map and the actual size of the place that it represents
Scarce—not enough available
Shelter—a place to live
Society—a large group of people who share laws, customs, etc.
Supply—amount available
Supply and Demand—the relationship between the amount of goods for sale and the amount that people want to buy, especially the way it influences prices.
Trade—buying and selling
Trait—a particular quality (characteristic)
Tyranny—unfair and strict control over someone
Unlimited government—government in which leaders rule without any restrictions
