Japanese Only Day

Reflective Questions

Group 1
a. Do you think the people from other countries that have just arrived at Johnston Middle School and are not yet fluent in English are experiencing daily what you experienced on Japanese only day?

b. What kinds of similar hardships did you experience in “Japanese only day” that a student just arriving at Johnston Middle School from a foreign country might be experiencing every day?

c. What are some additional hardships that students just arriving at Johnston Middle School from a foreign country might be experiencing?

d. What would have made it easier for you to understand Yamada-sensei’s explanation?

e. What do you think will help the students from other countries that do not speak English fluently yet?

Group 2

f. Did Yamada-sensei seem like a nice person?

g. What are some character traits you were able to observe about Yamada-sensei even though she was speaking entirely in Japanese?
h. Are these character traits that you see in native speakers of English?
i. What was Yamada-sensei able to offer you even though she didn’t speak English (on Japanese only day)?

j. Were you able to communicate with her even though you didn’t speak Japanese?

k. Was she able to teach you how to use chopsticks even though you don’t speak Japanese? 

Group 3

l. What if you were dropped into a Japanese school tomorrow and during lunch time you were given chopsticks and you had to eat with chopsticks next to students who have been using chopsticks daily for years.  How would you feel?
m. Do you think the other students would laugh at you?

n. Do you think some of the other students would abandon you?

o. What would you like the students to do for you to make you feel more accepted? 

