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Hieroglyphics Fagé 5

The written language of the aruient Egyptians ie called HIEROGLYPHILCS.

Writing developed very garly in their history {around 3100 B.C.).

|t was an unusual lafguage which consisted of a group @ consonants

and picture signs. There wele more than 700 different symbols used.

some of these symbols are easy to translate, for example when you Set

this glyph Do (a palr of legs) it simply weans "o walk," and when yau

see this symbol ﬁg-icircin with a cross) it means city of town. Cne

sign that most people recagniza is the ankh j}" ., the Egyptian ward for

"ryfe .t

The people who were able to read and write the hieroglyphics were

called SCRIBES, They were ine most highly respacted orafessionals

in ancient Egypt. The scribes played 2 prominent rale in the

administration of the country and were responsible for the official

records, tax rolls, and letters. Seribes were normally Found sitting
cross-legged an the ground with a reed pen, Sume paper (papyrusi, amd

a small palette containing threir ink.
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Two Scribes Working




EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPHS
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viultlre foot basket_ﬁ_
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hand reed leaf i‘H:iI'I"IEd viper
H @
pot stand shelter reed leaf
J K
cobra basket
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stool hillside mouth
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or
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folded clath | bread loaf | quail chick
X | Z
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basket cloth

2.reed leaves

door bolt




