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Module 404: The history and theology of the Charismatic movement.
Apostles in the Catholic Apostolic Church.

To what extent does the Catholic Apostolic Church provide a precursor to understandings of apostleship in modern Charismatic churches?

Word count: 5,676

In his detailed analysis, Flegg traces four distinct strands to the Catholic Apostolic church coming into being: interest in eschatology, experience of charismatic gifts, expectation of the restoration of apostles and an ecumenical desire for the restoring of the church
. 

In November 1832, the first identification of an individual as an apostle occurred through prophecy. Flegg quotes from the letter of the sister of John Cardale, the one called:

I was at a prayer meeting at Mr Irving’s house amongst a great many more, and my brother engaged in prayer, and was very earnestly asking the Lord to give us the Holy Ghost, when Mr Drummond rose from his knees and went across the room to my brother and said, in great power, ‘Convey it, convey it, for art thou not an Apostle?’

These three men figure in differing ways in the development of the church. An overview of historical events highlights the main questions.

Until May of that year Irving had been a minister of the Church of Scotland in London. On arriving in 1823, he had for a time enjoyed huge popularity, particularly among the wealthy and upper classes. However Irving had radical views on a number of subjects, including Christology, eschatology and the failure of the Missionary Societies
.

At the time there was a climate of preaching and fervent prayer in many churches for God to pour out the Holy Spirit to revive the perceived low state of Christianity in Britain. One such pamphlet that was widely circulated included the prayer:

Lord, fill the earth with Thy glory. Pour Thy Spirit upon all flesh. Convert the Jews. Convert the Gentiles. Destroy the power of Satan, and reign thyself forever and ever
.

Tongues, prophecy, healing and the experience of baptism in the Spirit began to occur among some members of the Church of Scotland in 1829. This was well documented
 
 and attracted great interest from London. Cardale, a lawyer, and Taplin, a schoolmaster went with others to investigate the phenomena, which they pronounced as genuine.

Manifestations of speaking in tongues and prophecy began to occur in London in 1831, reported on more than one occasion in the Times. Cardale, his wife and sister all began to speak in tongues but their parish priest refused to accept them, so they joined Irving’s church. Irving refused to allow the gifts to be used in public services but in October Miss Hall, a governess, rushed from the service and prophesied in the vestry so loudly all could hear. In the evening service Taplin spoke loudly in tongues and prophesied:

Why will you flee from the voice of God? The Lord is in the midst of you. Why will you flee from His voice? You cannot flee from it in the Day of Judgment!

Irving was expelled from the Presbytery of the Church of Scotland in London and then locked out by the trustees of his church. However by October of that year he and a good part of his congregation had left and formed the Newman Street Church. Irving taught the congregation to expect the restoration of apostles
:

It was declared in utterance that the Lord would again send apostles, by the laying on of whose hands would follow the baptism of fire, which should subdue the flesh and burn out sin; and should give to the disciples of Christ the full freedom of the Holy Ghost, and full and final victory over the world.

 Flegg records the public recognition of Cardale as an apostle by Irving, following the prophecy:

Irving narrated to his congregation what had happened, adjuring Cardale to be faithful and warning him of the awful responsibilities of the apostolic office. At the same time he warned the congregation against the undue exaltation of any one man, stressing that the apostolic nature of the church arose from its totality and not from any individual
.

In March 1833 Irving was dismissed from the Church of Scotland ministry on Christological heresy. Returning to the church, he was about to administer a baptism when Cardale stopped him on the grounds that he no longer had authority as a minister. Irving had to accept that authority had moved from himself to the Apostle. A few days later he submitted to a new ordination performed by Cardale as Apostle and Taplin, now recognised as a Prophet. Irving was made Angel or bishop of the church. Mrs. Oliphant considered that this was “apostolic oppression” which also contributed to his death a year later from consumption
. Andrews refutes that:

It was simply impossible that a pastor should have the same range of authority when in subordination to an apostle, as when no higher authority was over him. If the apostolic ministry is restored, it must assert itself, and reclaim powers, which in its absence have necessarily been used by others
.

Drummond was a wealthy aristocrat, educated at Harrow and Oxford, a banker and a Tory M.P. He owned Albury House that was to become the spiritual and administrative centre for the church. He called a series of Prophetic Conferences to which a number of Anglicans, Independents, Presbyterians, Methodists and Moravians came. Mostly they were clergy, although some were from professional backgrounds. Drummond published their findings in three volumes called Dialogues on Prophecy. Their conclusions were pre-millenialist and pre-tribulationist
:

There was to be made ready an elect and perfected body, prepared by restored apostles from within the company of the baptized. This apostolic witness was an Elias ministry to the church, just as there had been an Elias ministry to the Jews before the Incarnation. Its rejection would be a sign of apostasy. The Second Advent was seen as ‘approaching’ because of the many ‘signs of the times’ of which the French Revolution and the increasing disarray and apostasy of the Church were major heralds. Another major herald, the restoration of the Jews to the land of Israel, still lay in the future.

A congregation formed in Albury, having been expelled from the Parish Church. Cardale, as apostle, ordained Drummond as Angel. Taplin was formally ordained Prophet in the London church. Following prophesy, Drummond was declared to be an apostle in September 1833. Two more apostles were called that year and two more the following year. By 1835 a number of congregations were loosely associated with them. Drummond and Cardale visited the churches and six more apostles were called to make the number twelve. Most of the men were in there thirties although one was 29 and Drummond was 47. With one exception they came from the lower aristocracy or the professions
. Angels (Bishops) and elders and deacons were ordained in all the churches. 

In July 1835 it was prophesied that the apostles would be separated for their work, as were Paul and Barnabas. There were now seven congregations in London and their leaders formed what was known as the Council of Zion, meeting monthly together. They were gathered to lay hands on the Apostles and separate them for the work the Lord had called them. This was not ordination, as made clear by Woodhouse:

The apostolic office has this distinction from all other ministries and offices of authority in the Church – that while these were derived only mediately from the Lord, the gift and authority belonging to them being conferred by the laying on of Apostles’ hands, the Apostle is commissioned and endowed immediately by the Lord himself, without men’s intervention
.

For a year the Apostles gathered at Albury, apart from visits to congregations and the Council. Their task was the setting in order of the ministries and worship of the church. However their perspective was worldwide and they divided up Europe into twelve “tribes”, corresponding in “characteristics” to the twelve tribes of Israel. For most of 1837 they were occupied in writing what was known as the “The Great Testimony”, an overview of Christendom in Europe which was then delivered to the Pope, the Emperor of Austria and the King of France. W.A. Curtis summarises it as follows:

Christendom is in spiritual distress, the clergy discredited, apostasy rampant, church discipline in abeyance; revolution and godless trust in the power of the masses are supreme; a judgment of God is imminent upon the Christian Church and nations; God has appointed fresh apostles to exhort and evangelise the twelve tribes of his people to build up anew His fallen Church.

In 1838 they undertook journeys to their tribes, taking with them supporting ministers. Cardale, whose tribe was England, was left in sole apostolic charge and urgently recalled the College in 1840 to deal with a crisis of authority. Two questions were being asked. Since prophecy had proceeded the setting in of apostles, with whom did the final interpretation of prophecy lie? There had also been some difficulties with the gift:

The excitement was great, and many foolish things were done and said by those who were carried away by the novelty of the movement; hasty conclusions were arrived at, and erroneous interpretations given of the meaning of the word spoken by the prophetic persons
.

Perhaps more significant was the relationship between the Council and the College. Where did authority lie? The Apostles alone or the College and the Council? Some were even suggesting that the Apostles were to act as an executive arm of the Council who had final authority. The apostles asserted their right to rule, disbanded the Council and took to themselves the right of final interpretation of prophecy. They also dispensed with the services of the ministers who had accompanied them on their visits to Europe who had been somewhat critical of the lack of missionary success. At this some churches and one apostle withdrew.

A clear distinction was made between the universal church and the particular (or local) church with a “universal” ministry of apostles and those appointed to serve them, mostly Prophets and delegates, and a “local” ministry of leadership in each church. Like all aspects of their theology, the apostles made significant, detailed use of typology from the Old Testament. The local church was seen as a type of the golden candlestick in Exodus 25.31-37. An Angel was in charge of each church, helped by six elders. They were responsible for the three ministries of rule (prophecy, teaching and feeding), ensuring the manifestations of the gifts of the Spirit and the flowers or fruit of the Spirit in the congregation, as well as conducting worship, celebrating the Eucharist and baptising. In addition to the six ruling elders there were to be six evangelists and six pastors as well as seven deacons and many other helps

The restoration of the apostles was not intended to replace the episcopate:

A restoration of the apostolic office is in no respect an interference with the legitimate authority of Bishops; for Episcopacy and Apostleship are not the same, and each has its separate sphere. Their co-existence in the primitive church proves this; and that the right place of Bishops is along with and under Apostles: not in becoming their successors and substitutes
.

However apostles were needed to enable the church to be apostolic. They were the foundation upon which Christ built his church
. Apostles were appointed first in the church
, sent not by man but from God
. When the church ceased to have apostles and was governed by bishops, traces of apostolicity remained but prophecy was lost and unity was lost because episcopacy was a particular ministry not universal. For the perfecting of the Bride in preparation of the coming Bridegroom apostles were essential
. As all ministry is derived from Christ, only those directly appointed by him could confer the fullness of his ministry to the church
.

To fulfil this view of themselves the Apostles kept a number of functions as apostolic. They appointed all the leaders in the churches: Angels, Elders and Deacons. As noted above, they had the final determination concerning words spoken in prophecy. They had final decision on matters of doctrine, and produced a great deal of material teaching on eschatology, ecclesiology, pneumatology, worship and liturgy:

Apostles were ordained by Christ, heads over the universal Church, to rule in doctrine, in discipline, and in ministry, the centre of unity
. 

Apostles were those who ministered the Spirit to the churches, directly from Christ:

Apostleship in the Gentile Church… are the wise master builders to build the tabernacle, Christ’s house. They are the channels for blessing and filling the church with the Holy Ghost, the witnesses to the Man Jesus, who baptises with the Holy Ghost… They are the minsters of the Spirit to the Church
.

The apostles saw that doctrine and worship were two sides of the same coin and throughout the 1840’s developed an increasingly complex formal liturgy, mostly based on a typology of Moses Tabernacle. The imparting of the Spirit was formalised into the rite of sealing, or the Order of the Laying on of Apostles hands. Flegg records that by this time there was increasing apathy in the churches and not a few people who had left through loss of faith in the apostolic witness. The unrealised eschatological hopes had also affected the church. The introduction of “sealing” had a remarkable effect:

The apathy largely disappeared, and there was a renewed sense of urgency in the local witness of ministers and congregations. The apathy was not to return, despite the severe trauma of the eventual passing of all the apostles – the last of whom (Woodhouse) died in 1901
.

Despite moving so far from the heady days of their charismatic roots, the movement continued to grow. In 1851 the government undertook a national census of church attendance. Thirty-two of the congregations responded, numbering some 6,000 communicants, three quarters of whom resided in the south-east of England. Internal evidence suggests that half had been Anglicans, around one third non-conformists, and about one sixth Roman Catholics. The name of the group of churches as Catholic Apostolic came about because of the census. A clerk required the name of the denomination, but was told they were members of the one Catholic Apostolic Church. Not realising the fine theological point being made here, that became the name under which the churches were recorded, although they themselves always preferred to be known as “gathered under the apostles”.

In 1855 three apostles died, and a question right at the heart of their existence arose. Should they be replaced? After much deliberation it was concluded that there was no biblical warrant for this. Apostles were appointed by the Lord, not by each other. This led to a schism. In 1860 Geyer, an angel-prophet in Berlin prophetically called two angels to apostleship, which was rejected by the Apostles. The next year Geyer called an elder to be an apostle, confirmed by Schwartz, the angel at Hamburg. The Apostles rejected this also and excommunicated the three men. Thus began the ‘Hamburg schism’. The group of churches in Germany formed the German Christian Apostolic Mission, now called the New Apostolic Church. It is estimated they have over 11 million members worldwide and over 360 apostles currently working
. There are 52 churches listed in the UK
.

Without apostles, no new leaders could be appointed and the Catholic Apostolic Church has now diminished to a faithful few who continue to hold prayer meetings.

Anyone of some acquaintance with modern charismatic churches will recognise many resonances from this brief account: eschatological thinking and prophetic insight into current events, experience of charismatic gifts leading to prophetic identification of leaders and the clear expectation of apostles today. The Spirit being manifestly present in the church, but rejection by existing churches, and the formation of new ones leading to ongoing problems of authority and schism.

The eschatological worldview had a number of recurring themes. The world was corrupt, and getting worse. The church was largely apostate and failing in her mission. The view of church history was mostly flattened into a romanticised view of the apostolic age, their powers and effectiveness then lost in the appointment of bishops who finally compromised with the state. But in these last days apostles were once again being restored. This was a prelude to judgments from God, a restoration of the church under apostles, a great in gathering of believers, and the return of Christ. Questions emerge when some or all of this narrative, fails to occur as immediately as described. How can the church keep perspective and not over-realise eschatology leading to disillusionment?

The new prophetic thinking also reflected on current events. However every church emerges from (and often with) its own cultural and political world. Flegg points out that the Catholic Apostolic church came from within the Tory, professional, often landowning class
. They were appalled at the French Revolution, and dismayed at the thought of giving democratic rights to the general populace. Authority is God given, it comes from above, and it does not rise from the people. Catholic emancipation, electoral reform and the liberalisation of society were clear evidence of apostasy and impending doom. It raises the question how can the church tell whether “prophetic insight” is actually political preference in God’s name?

The experience of charismatic gifts within denominational settings has preceded the beginning of many modern charismatic churches. If apostles are from God not man
, then a mechanism is required for God to speak that is corporately accepted. Faith in God who calls in this way is of necessity for apostles to emerge. However the challenge repeatedly came to the Catholic Apostolic church as to whether this was a self-validating system where Prophets recognise Apostles, who then affirm the Prophetic ministry. How are apostles recognised and who by?

The presence of charismata led directly to the re-invigorating of the church as the dwelling of God by the Spirit. This now had some content. However, over time, it raised the questions of how charismata are sustained, who affirms that the Spirit is present (or not) and how is this recognised? In the Catholic Apostolic church this moved from the spontaneous, perhaps over-excited, tongues and prophecy to a centrally controlled expression of the prophetic and a formal liturgical rite of receiving the Spirit. Along with this a doctrine of reservation was developed, whereby the Holy Spirit was imparted to the churches under apostolic hands. How can the expression of the Spirit be sustained without becoming the competing dangers of excess, over-regulation or formalisation? Do apostles have a unique function to impart the Spirit to the churches?

Once charismatic gifts appeared, because of their compelling nature, the rejection of the gifts by church authorities led naturally to the formation of new churches. However, once moved from the established mechanisms of authority and accountability, the very real, and perhaps dominant questions emerged as to who is in charge and why? Once the Catholic Apostolic church began to formally recognise apostles it was not long before they were held to be first and foundational, the final recipients of God’s authority. They appointed all other significant leadership, and all other ministry gifts received their full expression under them. Other leaders were initially brought in, but when the challenge came as to who had final authority over the whole, those not recognised as apostles were deliberately excluded. The division between local and universal ministry encouraged leadership and gifting to be fruitful, but only within the sphere of each particular church. The questions are what authority do apostles have and how do they relate to other authority in the church? 

The Catholic Apostolic church clarified the question of authority, perhaps slightly uneasily, as the interaction between universal and local authority always required some negotiation. Flegg complements the tact of the apostles in the way they went about introducing change and development in the churches
. However it caused two other problems, firstly that of stretched apostolic resources and then of apostolic succession. They answered the first by appointing delegates, or co-adjudicators, who were called to minister apostolically on the apostles’ behalf, but only under clear criteria and supervision. The problem of apostolic succession was answered by closing the door. This is a puzzling move, but perhaps speaks well of their conviction that truly God had called them. The resulting lack of accessible apostolic ministry led, perhaps inevitably, to schism. That which was to bring unity ended in division. Several questions arise. Can apostles appoint other apostles and so maintain an organisation? Are apostolic delegates a sufficient answer for churches to receive apostolic ministry? Should apostles see themselves as central leaders of organisations of churches?

Perhaps all this leads to one question: what is an apostle?

Apostles are firmly on the agenda of charismatic churches around the world, particularly America, Latin America, Africa and China. The Assemblies of God denomination in Australia has changed into a network led by apostles
. For over thirty years many charismatic churches in the UK were either started by or became part of networks of churches that recognise apostles. A slightly controversial sociological analysis of these movements was written 17 years ago
, but most other material has been written internally. In the last ten years, significantly under the encouragement of C. Peter Wagner, a well-known professor of church growth, a large number of apostles, and networks of churches relating to them, have been identified. Wagner lists over 260 members of the International Coalition of Apostles of which he is the chairing apostle
. He quotes the editor of World Christian Encyclopaedia who has over 1,000 apostolic networks on his database and estimates that there are over 100 million new apostolic adherents worldwide
. Again, nearly all the material written on apostles is internal. 

There is no doubt that the questions raised are still critical.

There is much realised eschatology that connects together the perceived failure of the church against a backdrop of moral decay in society, with the restoration of apostles, who will be persecuted by the “religious” church, but will usher in the largest revival ever seen, leading to a restored church fit for the coming of Christ. Clark has a whole chapter on the failure of the church
. Wagner documents the plight of American denominations
. In contrast, just one among many, Joyner paints a glowing picture of what is to come:

When the church awakens to the power that the Lord has given her, even the wildest imaginations in Hollywood will not be able to compete with the reality that God’s people are going to experience
.

Apostles are needed for this. Wagner quote Kelly, a new apostle:

There needs to be a demonstration in this generation of the ministry of the apostle with miraculous, prophetic power and world-changing productivity. When the apostles begin to arise by the thousands, we will be able to take the nations for Jesus Christ
.

Cannistraci writes:

Another spiritual wave is about to come across the earth, and it will be the greatest wave ever. Many sense that at present this wave is mounting, that the Church is already tasting the first fruits of another massive end-time revival. An explosion of apostolic proportion is hitting the world

Some are more measured, but the overall flavour is the same. Whilst a compelling vision of future hope is a powerful ingredient, over-statement can lead to disillusionment. Scripture strongly connects apostolic advance with suffering and the need for perseverance and faithfulness
. Barrett underlines this:

Undoubtedly there was a tendency at work to build up the Twelve as the sole authorised agents of Jesus in the proclamation of the Gospel, and in the administration, education and discipline of the church. They are the figures of glory and power, armed with the unfailing aid of the Spirit, and with the supernatural, miracle-working presence of Christ himself. A second glance at the gospels reveals a different picture. To become a close disciple of Jesus is to receive a death sentence (Mark 10.39)

Fridrichsen insists that Paul as apostle characterises himself as an eschatological person
. He was joined with the sufferings of Christ by which the victory of God would come
. Whilst several writers teach something of suffering in a personal sense, it is perhaps not fully integrated with the eschatological worldview. 

There has been rather less prophetic reflection on current events, possibly because of the more a-political background of the new apostles. A notable English exception has been the magazine Prophecy Today
. They are pro-Israel and anti-European, and feature articles on a range of political issues. God’s judgment is imminent.
It is as yet unclear if there is a common political stance among the new apostles, who are from much more diverse backgrounds then the Catholic Apostolic apostles. 

How Apostles are recognised and who by remain open questions. All writers base their theological conviction of apostles today on interpretation of Ephesians 4
. This is so dominant that they are regularly referred to as “Ephesians 4 ministries”, although some prefer “ascension” or “equipping” ministries. Barrett argues that, despite tensions between NT authors concerning the role of an apostle, it was the Pauline understanding that came to be accepted
. It is not surprising that the new apostles seek to understand themselves in Pauline terms. The prophetic call to ministry is common to many. Clark prefaces his book with one
.  Wagner highlights some
. Others are much more developmental in their thinking. Scheidler downplays the prophetic and looks for recognition from within, from local leaders and congregation, and from those the apostle has founded in the faith
. He quotes Iverson, a recognised apostle
:

An apostle (is) a person who has had extensive experience in the area of church building and ministry… Apostles are foundational ministries and if they haven’t laid strong foundations… whether it is establishing or pastoring churches, or raising up and pastoring leaders, they obviously wouldn’t be in the season of life when I would think of them as an apostle.

Coombs places emphasis on the prophetic but also subsequent recognition and mentoring by an existing apostle
. Many writers point to Paul’s struggle to be recognised, even by the church he had established, and his own admission not be an apostle to all. The consensus is that you are an apostle to those who receive you as such. Many writers draw attention to the priority of loving, fatherly relationship between apostles and people

. In an effort to not appear self-promoting some new apostles tend to refer to their “apostolic ministry” rather than use the noun. Wagner challenges that
. Many writers recognise the existence of false apostles and give advice on discerning these
.

The question of what a new apostle does has been written on very widely. The apostles’ role in imparting the Spirit, giving vision, laying foundations, planting churches, developing leaders, teaching doctrine, giving care to churches, working miracles, building teams, pioneering into new areas, taking cities, restoring biblical truths to the church, managing crisis, networking with other ministries, releasing and developing spiritual gifts, investing in sons, building large churches, sending apostolic delegates, raising finances, and equipping the church is documented in many places. It is less certain that a unique role has been established for apostles. The NT church at Antioch is frequently referred to as an apostolic church because Paul and Barnabas were sent from it to plant churches
. However the church itself was neither planted nor led by apostles
. Paul did plant churches, do miracles and teach but so did others. Peter and John, as apostles, did lay on hands for the church in Samaria to receive the Spirit
, as did Paul with some disciples in Ephesus
. However Ananias was sent to pray for Paul in this way
. The problem is that because Jesus, the Twelve and Paul are all clearly identified as apostles virtually anything that happens in the NT can be held to be apostolic, and often is. This problem is also a function of the word, which simply means sent one. Other equipping ministries do have some indication of function within the name: pastor, evangelist, prophet, and teacher.

Barrett identifies eight probable uses of the word apostle in the NT
. There is increasing recognition that apostles may be different from each other. Wagner has a three-fold typology: vertical, horizontal and marketplace apostles
. Within this he identifies four activities of vertical apostles: ecclesiastical, team, functional and congregational. Horizontal apostles can be convening, ambassadorial, mobilizing and territorial
. However the overall effect of this is that just about every sort of significant Christian leader becomes an apostle.

Currently the commonest use of the term apostle is for someone who leads a network of churches. It is therefore the question of authority where the greatest debate is taking place. The extent to which an apostle has authority towards churches, and how this authority is negotiated with the leaders of the churches, is a matter of much discussion, and it would appear, significant variation of approach. Wagner, emerging from his background of organisational authority argues for the restoration of trust in the individual apostle
. He suggests that allowing the apostle to lead enables dramatic growth. 

Most writers observe the potential for corruption of power and abuse of authority. There is much discussion concerning the essential character qualifications of the apostle particularly humility, patience and gentleness, the need for proven preparation
 and the nature of servant leadership. Appropriate safeguards are also discussed. Cannistraci lists four principles: interdependent co-operation, voluntary submission, local autonomy and mutual accountability
. However Wagner himself admits that once significant authority is given to an individual, the ability of anyone to exercise proper accountability is weak
:

Some have formed apostolic teams with whom they work closely. This provides a certain level of accountability, but to a point. It is still essentially the relationship of a leader to subordinates.

Wagner suggests that networks of churches led by an apostle should be kept under 150 churches to ensure that the values of relational authority are maintained
.

What is missing in all this is a renewed theological basis to the understanding of human authority in the kingdom of God. Whilst all writers desire their readers to be served and encouraged by the new apostles, none of them really address the underlying nature of how authority is to work in the church. Barrett opens this up
:

We have seen that Paul, though given authority for building up (2 Cor 10.8), did not claim that his words should be accepted because of the authority that he who spoke them bore in his person. That would have inverted the true situation. Such authority as he had he possessed in virtue of the truth of the message that he preached. He could not authenticate his Gospel; his Gospel authenticated him, as far as he was faithful to it.

Perhaps democratic and autocratic models of authority are both wrong. The Catholic Apostolic apostles took autocratic authority to themselves and closed the door on the future of their own vision. There is much more that needs to be done to learn from them.
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