Discuss and compare the tasks assigned to angels in two of the 1 Enoch books

1 Enoch is a collection of books about Enoch and his visions and encounters with the fallen watchers. In these books angels play a large role.
 Angels are heavenly creatures who carry out God’s plans and desires.
 They have a variety of tasks because God has a variety of plans. I will be discussing and comparing the various tasks assigned to angels in the Book of Watchers (Chapters 1 to 36) and the Book of Parables (Chapters 37-71). I will be using R.H. Charles’ translation, but also looking at Richard Laurence’s. My chapter and verse references will refer to R.H. Charles’ translation.

Roles of angels

We find angels guiding visions, and in both books they reveal secrets to Enoch, a righteous man.
 In both books the fallen watchers also reveal secrets, but they reveal the wrong secrets to the wrong people.
 There are some aspects of wisdom and knowledge which are supposed to be revealed to men, but others which are not. Also, some wisdom is supposed to be hidden from some men, but not from others.
 The holy watchers revealed right, whilst the fallen watchers reveal the wrong things. We see here that fallen watchers continue to perform their functions, but the wrong way.

The meaning of the Greek word for angel, ‘aggelov’ is messenger. In Watchers, the holy watchers speak messages to Noah and to Enoch.
 In Parables we do not find angels performing this role. This is probably because there is little that happens outside the visions, so no opportunity for angels to act as messengers, rather than because the author does not consider angels to perform this task.

In Chapters 12 and 13 of Watchers, Enoch takes on this role of messenger between the holy watchers and the fallen watchers. This not only speaks of the righteousness of Enoch, but is also of the twisting of the fallen watchers’ roles.

Connected to this role of messenger, is the role of intercessor. In Watchers 9:3ff we see the four arch-angels interceding for men. This role is also found in Parables 40:6, where Gabriel is performing a similar task. Again Enoch performs this role for the fallen watchers in 15:2-3 and the fallen watchers are told that they should be interceding for men. This is further evidence of angels’ roles as intercessors and also demonstrates the twisting of the fallen watchers’ roles.

As their name implies, watchers watch. The four lead watchers are found watching the earth in Watchers 9:1. There is no watching in Parables, but this is again because there is no opportunity for the angels to watch.

Another role is guardian. In watchers 14:11,18-19, cherubim are found around God’s throne, presumably guarding it. In 32:2, Enoch has to fly over Zotiel to reach the garden of righteousness, which contains the tree of knowledge. Zotiel must be one of the Cherubs set guarding Eden in Genesis 3.  Parables 71:7 tells of Seraphim, Cherubim, and Ophanin guarding God’s throne. 

In both books, it is Cherubim (plus Seraphim and Ophanin in parables), rather than watchers who are guarding. Ophanin are the wheels of Ezekiel 10:9 that move with the Cherubim wherever they go, so we can assume their presence with the Cherubim in Watchers 14, but what about the Seraphim?
 Seraphim do seem to have the role of throne guardian in Isaiah 6. The author of the Parables is emphasising the presence of all the angels at the house of fire so perhaps this is why he mentions seraphim. Seraphim are not mentioned anywhere in Watchers. Perhaps they are either assumed to be present with the cherubim, or the author does not know about Seraphim. This second option seems unlikely, given their presence in Isaiah.

Angels also execute judgement on men and on fallen watchers. This is consistent in both books, with the judgement taking place at the end of the age. An exception to this is the angel Raguel who executes judgement on the world of the luminaries (or the world and the luminaries according to Laurence). 
 Further detail is given in chapters 23 and 24 where Raguel shows Enoch a fire in the west that persecutes the luminaries. This fire may be an interpretation of the sunset, which appears in the west just before the stars (the luminaries) come out. This vision is not a premonition of the day of judgement, since the previous chapter talks of a place where spirits are set apart until the day of judgement (verse 11). 

These luminaries are not representative of angelic beings as the Book of Luminaries hints, because chapter 18 talks about these stars as being like mountains, rather than ministering creatures.
 This role of punishing luminaries is not found in the Parables, and neither is Raguel, the angel responsible for this task. This is because Parables is more interested in visions of the future and the Elect One, and Watchers is more interested in the time of Enoch and the angels. Raguel is not one of the main four angels, and is not involved in the day of judgement, so is not included in Parables. Parables also contains nothing about Zotiel, Remiel or Saraquel, for similar reasons.

Angels are shown leading other angels through Micheal in both books. In Watchers 24:6, he is named leader of the angels who are with Enoch. In Parables 60:4, he sends another angel to Enoch. Other angels are seen in leading roles in both books, and even the fallen watchers have chiefs.

Angels are assigned the task of leading parts of the universe. In Watchers, this is just the named angels of chapter 20, but Parables takes the idea further in chapter 60, with angels of frost, hail, snow, rain and sea. These angels are not mentioned in Enoch’s tour of the weather portals in Watchers.
 The idea of angels over these things seems to be very similar to the Hellenistic idea of gods in charge of every part of the universe. Parables is dated latest of the books of Enoch, dated around the 1st century BCE or even later, so would have been more influenced by Hellenistic ideas than Watchers, dated around the 3rd century BCE or earlier.

In Parables angels praise God and His Elect One. In Watchers the Elect One is not mentioned so He is not praised. It is strange, however, that in the vision of God in chapters 14 to 16, God is not praised.
 In both the Old and New Testaments visions of angels praising God are found.
  Perhaps the praising is assumed from the multitude of angels that are before God, or perhaps the angels are quiet so that He can speak to Enoch. 

Roles of named Angels

In Watchers, Micheal is given the task of binding the fallen watchers, destroying the spirits of the giants and destroying all wrong from the earth. He explains to Enoch about a fragrant tree, which may be the tree of life. According to Charles, he is set over the best part of mankind (a reference to Israel?) and over Chaos, the formless void from which the world was made.
 According to Laurence he rules over human virtue and commands nations. In Parables, Michael is involved in the judging of angels with the other four archangels. Chapter 40 simply tells us that he blesses the Lord of Spirits forever and is merciful and patient.
 

In Watchers, Raphael is given the task of binding Azazel and is over the spirits of men. He shows Enoch the place where spirits are held until the day of judgement (Sheol) and the tree of knowledge. In Parables, he blesses the Elect One and the elect ones who either ‘hang on’ or ‘suffer for’ the Lord of Spirits. According to Laurence, he is over the suffering and affliction of men, which would tie in with him showing Enoch Sheol. Charles says he is over the diseases and wounds of men. 

Gabriel, in Watchers, is sent to destroy the giants by causing them to fight one another. He is over paradise, serpents (satans?) and Cherubim. In Parables, he prays and intercedes for men (a role of all four archangels in Watchers) and is over all that is powerful, which could be a reference to Cherubim and Seraphim.

Uriel appears in Watchers as a messenger to Noah warning him of the flood. According to Charles he is over the world and Tartarus (i.e. Hell). Laurence translates him as over clamour and terror. Uriel shows Enoch the places of judgement of the stars, the angels, and men and shows him the portals of the stars. Maybe one of the places of judgement is ‘Tartarus’.

Uriel is not in Parables, but is replaced by Phanuel, an angel who fends off the Satans and is over repentance and those who hope for eternal life.
 It could be said that Phanuel is simply another name for Uriel. Uriel does take a role involved with those who hope for eternal life in 2 Edras 2:42-47 but he doesn’t have this role anywhere in 1 Enoch.

Another possible reason for the introduction of Phanuel is Christian authorship of Parables. The author may want to encourage the Christian that there is an angel before God fending off the satans and who is responsible for them. The name Phanuel, meaning ‘face of God’ could have been chosen because Phanuel stands before the face of God. Uriel was swapped for Phanuel because he was the least known of the four and does not appear in the Bible. 

Whether or not Phanuel is synonymous with Uriel, he has different tasks. Michael’s tasks in the two books do not overlap much, but Gabriel and Rapheal’s tasks are very similar in both books. In Watchers, there are also four more named angels. Raguel and Zotiel’s small roles have already been explained. Sarquel is over spirits who sin in the spirit according to Charles, and over the spirits of the children of men that transgress according to Laurence. Remiel is over those who rise (possibly luminaries?) but is not included by Laurence. Laurence also includes the angels Suryal and Rakael, but these are probably corruptions of Uriel and Raphael.

Conclusion

There are differences between the tasks of angels in the Book of Watchers and the Book of Parables, but on the whole they are fairly similar. Where differences occur, the angels being in different situations and so needing to perform different tasks can often explain them. Phanuel and angels over the weather in the Book of Parables are exceptions to this and can be explained by the Christian and Hellenistic influence on this book. In all cases, it is the task of angels to do the will of God.
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