Lab Safety Contract

Purpose:


Chemistry is a hands-on laboratory class, in which you will be performing many experiments that deal with hazardous chemicals.  For that reason, SAFETY is the #1 priority for the all involved including the students, teacher, and parents.  To ensure a safe laboratory, the following rules and procedures have been developed.  These rules must be followed at all times.  Before any student can enter the laboratory, this safety contract must be read over and signed by the student, parent, and teacher to prevent and eliminate possible hazards.

General Laboratory Guidelines:

1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times while in the laboratory.

2. Never work alone while in the laboratory.  An instructor must be present at all times.

3. Follow directions, both written and oral, carefully.  If you do not understand a direction or procedure, ask the instructor before proceeding.

4. Do not eat food, drink beverages, or chew gum while in the laboratory.  Do not use laboratory glassware as containers for food or beverages.

5. Be prepared for the experiment before entering the laboratory.  Read procedures carefully.

6. Horseplay, practical jokes and pranks are dangerous to you and your classmates and are prohibited.

7. Never perform any unauthorized experiments.

8. Work area should be clean and tidy at all times.  Bring only your laboratory instructions, worksheets, and reports to the work area.  Other materials should be stored at your desk.

9. Keep aisles clear at all times.

10. Students are never permitted in the science storage room or preparation areas unless given specific permission.

11. Know the location and operating procedures of all safety equipment.

12. Never handle broken glass with your bare hands.  Use a dust pan and dispose of the broken glass in the proper container.

Clothing:
1. Any time chemicals, heat, or glassware are used, students will wear laboratory goggles.  There will be no exceptions to this rule.

2. Lab aprons have been provided for your use and must be worn during laboratory activities.
3. Loose clothing should not be worn in the laboratory unless permission is granted by the instructor.
4. Long hair must be tied back.
5. No open toed shoes will be permitted in the laboratory.
6. Gloves must be worn when handling dangerous chemicals.
Accidents and Injuries:
1. Report any accident or injury to the instructor immediately, no matter how trivial it may seem.

2. If a chemical should splash on your skin or in your eye, immediately flush with running water for twenty minutes. Have your partner notify the instructor.

3. When any thermometer is broken, the liquid must not be touched.  Notify the instructor immediately.

Handling Chemicals:

1. All chemicals in the laboratory are to be considered dangerous.  Do not touch, taste, or smell any chemicals unless specifically instructed to do so.  The proper technique for smelling chemical fumes will be demonstrated.

2. Take only the amount of chemical that you need for the experiment.  Never return unused chemicals to their original container.  This will prevent contamination.

3. Never pipette with your mouth.

4. Always aim test tubes away from people while heating.

5. Acids must be handled with extreme care.  When diluting, always add acid to water.

6. Never dispense flammable liquids anywhere near an open flame.

7. Never remove chemicals or laboratory materials from the laboratory.
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Clean Up:

1. Clean and organize the lab bench.  The lab should look the same at the completion of the lab as it did at the beginning.

2. Consult the teacher when disposing of chemicals.  Solids should never be washed down the sink.

3. Wash your hands thoroughly after performing experiments.

Questions:
1.  Do you wear contact lenses?

__ yes
__ no

2.  Are you color blind?


__ yes
__ no

3.  Do you have allergies?


__ yes
__ no  


If yes, list specific allergies:  _________________________________________________________

Agreement:

I, ______________________________________, have read and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in this contract.  I realize that I must obey these rules to insure my own safety, and that of my fellow students and instructors.  I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my instructor and my fellow students to maintain a safe laboratory environment.  I will also closely follow the oral and written instructions provided by the instructor.  I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that results in unsafe conduct in the laboratory or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the laboratory, detention, receiving a failing grade, and/or dismissal from the course.

________________________________________

__________________________________


Students Signature





Date

Dear Parent or Guardian:

We feel that you should be informed regarding the school’s effort to create and maintain a safe science classroom/ laboratory environment.

With the cooperation of the instructors, parents, and students, a safety instruction program can eliminate, prevent, and correct possible hazards.

You should be aware of the safety instructions your son/daughter will receive before engaging in any laboratory work.  Please read the list of safety rules above.  No student will be permitted to perform laboratory activities unless this contract is signed by both the student and parent/guardian and is on file with the teacher.

Your signature on this contract indicates that you have read the Student Safety Contract, are aware of the measures taken to insure the safety of your son/daughter in the science laboratory, and will instruct your son/daughter to uphold his/her agreement to follow these rules and procedures in the laboratory.

_______________________________________

___________________________________


Parent/Guardian Signature





Date

