Chemistry I

Mr. Williams

Laboratory Report Format

Name of Student

Date of Lab

Class

I. Title:  Self explanatory

II. Objective:  What is the purpose of the lab?

III. Procedure:  What are the proper steps to follow when conducting the lab? (These may be copied from the original lab sheet, or put into your own words)

IV. Data and Observations:  

Data - Table or list of the important information you will be gathering during the lab.

For Example:

Mass of a penny (before reaction)
       g                      

Mass of penny (after reaction)
       g

% copper in the penny
                                                                           %

Observations – What changes could you detect?  Did anything change color?  Could you detect a change in temperature?  Did a gas evolve?  Etc.

V. Questions:  What are the questions this lab wants the student to answer.

VI. Answers to Questions:  self explanatory

VII. Calculations:  What are the calculations needed for the information in your data table?  Always show all of your work.  This section may be placed on a page by itself, but must be included.

VIII. Conclusion:  

A CONCLUSION SHOULD ANSWER THE FOLLOWING:



What are your results in the lab?  If you think they are correct, why?  If you think they are slightly off, why?  What influences could have affected your results?  Why did you get a low percent yield?  If you could do the experiment over, what would you perform differently and why?  Are there any statements of fact that you learned or proved while doing the lab?  Etc.

A CONCLUSION SHOULD NOT BE a restatement of the procedure  (we did this, we did that) or a general feeling of the lab.  A conclusion should not have personal pronouns or broad statements without supporting statements.

The prelab portion of the lab report due before the lab are sections I – V, unless there are prelab questions to be answered.  The rest of the sections of the report are due when the lab report is handed in.   (Normally two days following the completion of the lab)  Also, a lab report is one person’s experience.  Although you have a lab partner, each student is required to turn in a report.  The only section that should be the same is the data section.  The rest of the information should be your own personal thoughts.  Lab partners may discuss the lab report though before writing them.

