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A Journey Back in Time: Upper Canada 1800

This assignment will be broken down into two parts: the first part will be completed as an at home study.  Students will be given an Early Settler or Aboriginal group to research as well as a role within that group: i.e. mother, father, or child.  Once they have researched their role they are to assume it; in other words, they will become that person.  Each student will be responsible for researching their role and will later come together to meet with the other members of their group.  A description of what the student needs to research as well as their assigned role and group, will be given at the start of the unit.  Students will have two weeks to work at home and research their person.  Parents are encouraged to help their child in this home study component.
The second part of this assignment will be an oral presentation.  Once the students have researched their role and group, they will meet with their group members and decide how they are going to present their information.  Creativity is encouraged.  Along with presenting their research about their group of study, and the roles that they will assume, students will also be required to present a short dramatic skit, 2-3 minutes in length, beginning with the early settlers’ first arrival in Upper Canada.
Included in this assignment will be an art piece which will illustrate what their area of settlement looked like.  This art piece will be completed collectively by each member of the group.  The picture is to be referenced and used during the oral presentation.

Students should dress the part – i.e. a costume to help themselves and the audience visualize their role within their early settler/Aboriginal group.  Props should also be included to enhance the presentation and add creativity.
The following components will be evaluated for a grade:

· A group mark for: the group’s oral presentation, dramatic skit, and the art piece

· An individual mark for: the at home study including a written copy of the information they researched about their group and their role, as well as the oral presentation of their information

* Please see Rubric for more details.

Groups:

Aboriginal Peoples: The Algonquin Group

· Mother: Elizabeth  ( Person B
· Father: Connor  ( Person A
· Child: Brandon  ( Person C
Aboriginal Peoples: The Iroquoian Group

· Mother: Julie  ( Person C
· Father: Sterling  ( Person B
· Child: Zachary  ( Person A
The United Empire Loyalists

· Mother: Sashmita  ( Person B
· Father: Hudson  ( Person C
· Child: Kenny  ( Person A
The African Americans

· Mother: Bryanna  ( Person A
· Father: Gareth  ( Person B
· Child: James  ( Person C
Settlers from Great Britain

· Mother: Grishnavie  ( Person A
· Father: Lane  ( Person C
· Child: Declan  ( Person B
Settlers from Ireland
· Mother: Hannah  ( Person C
· Father: Christopher  ( Person B
· Child: Matthew  ( Person A
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The Home Study

Once students know which group they are part of and their role within that group, they can begin researching for their oral presentation.  The following is a list of what the students need to research and include in their written submission:
Background Information

Person A will research the following:
· Who are you?
· Where did you come from?

· Why did you come to Upper Canada?

· Where did you settle?

Person B will research the following:
· Describe your home (what does it look like?)

· Describe your community (stores, housing, village)

· Who did you interact with and why? (neighbors, Aboriginal people)

· What was the importance of animals in your family? How were they used?

Person C will research the following:
· Describe your natural resources (how did you get water?)

· Describe your Food: What kinds of food did you eat? How did you get your food? Where did you store it? How did you cook it?

· How did you get medicine? 

· How did you light your house?

Role: Mother, Father, or Child

Students will be responsible for their own role and will research the following:
· What was your role in the family? (responsibilities)
· What was your daily life like? (work, school, at home, chores)
· What did you do for fun? (social activities)

· What did you wear? Where did you get your clothes?

The written or typed submission should be about 1-2 pages in length, double-spaced.
After meeting with their group, students will put their background information together and decide how they will creatively present it to the class. The following will be included in the oral presentation:

· Brief Background of Group: 1-2 minutes (from their home study research)
· Their role within the family: 1-2 minutes (from their home study research)

· The dramatic skit: 2-3 minutes (completed as a group in class)

· The art piece illustrating their area of settlement (completed as a group in class)

The oral presentation should be about 5-7 minutes in length.

Oral presentations will take place on May 9th and May 12th 

The following groups will be presenting on May 9th:

· The Aboriginal Peoples: The Algonquin Group

· Settlers from Great Britain

· Settlers from Ireland

The following groups will be presenting on May 12th:

· The Aboriginal Peoples: The Iroquoian Group

· The United Empire Loyalists

· The African Americans
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Dear Parents:

The upcoming social science unit will be focusing on the early settlers/pioneers of Canada.  Your child will have the opportunity to identify the countries of origin of the settlers and describe their life and contributions.  

This study will be used as a springboard for numerous activities over the next few weeks.  One of the large assignments for this unit will include an oral presentation in which your child will become one of the Early Settlers or Aboriginal peoples that we will learn about.  The oral presentation will be performed in groups of 3 and will include a dramatic skit and an art piece.

One of the components of this assignment will be completed as an at home study.  The students are required to research the background information within their early settler or Aboriginal group.  The research will be divided into three parts where each member of the group is assigned one part of the research (see attachment).   They will also need to research their role within their group family (i.e. mother, father, or child).  Attached you will find what role your child has and what are the questions that he/she needs to answer in order to complete the assignment.

Presentations will take place on May 9th and May 12th.

Any assistance you can offer to help your child in this at home research study will be greatly appreciated!  

Sincerely,

M. Silva                                                                          
[image: image4.png]



