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As students gain further access to the World Wide Web and other technology connections, a larger amount of responsibility for their actions comes along with it.  For so long we have taught students how to write research papers, and provide reference and bibliographies for them, but have we really taught them the consequences of online plagiarism?  Janna Baum (2005) found that most students do not think that they are plagiarizing when they use information from a website or online source.  This is part of a new set of morals called Cyber Ethics.  It is cause for concern because the author cited a study done by Scholastic, where 48% of 47,235 juveniles did not consider hacking to be a crime.  Students today believe that anything on the Internet is up for grabs, no matter how they obtain it.  Teachers today not only need to incorporate technology into their teachings, but along with this, they must incorporate a computer ethics curriculum.  The author 5 tips for teachers, showing them an easy way to develop a cyber ethics curriculum, and incorporate it into their online technology lessons.  Teachers can
1. Initiate a CyberEthics curriculum.

2. Teach Cyber Ethics in the classroom

3. Use the Internet as a tool to teach Cyber Ethics.

4. Create an acceptable use policy with the students.

5. Have students make a pledge to become responsible and honest web users.

I think this is a very important concept that should be taken seriously by all educators.  Granted, it is something additional we must teach, but it should be taken just as seriously as plagiarism done from a written source.  This article raises some good points, that students don’t really look at using online sources as seriously as using written.  The laws for plagiarism are the same for both.  What caught my attention was the statistic from the Scholastic study.  That’s almost half of a large population that thinks hacking is not a crime.  This is a scary statistic.  We as educators must incorporate CyberEthics into our curriculum.
This was a well written article about a serious topic.  The author outlined the problem, but also provided a solution to help.  I liked how the author explained each step in creating a CyberEthics curriculum in an easy and concise manner.  I especially liked step 5, which was to create an acceptable use policy with the students.  Giving the students a say in the curriculum development will ensure that they will be more likely to follow it.  This article really gave the reader an idea of how severe the problem is, but also gave the reader hope that they can help solve it.
