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Critique of an Acceptable Use Policy

As my current school district does not have a written acceptable use policy in place at this point in time, I chose to critique the Acceptable Use Policy from the South Brunswick school district in New Jersey.  In doing research on these types of policies, I found this design to be the most comprehensive, yet concise policy I have seen.  I believe that an Acceptable Use Policy should be addressed to all who are involved in the student’s computer use: administration, teachers, students, and parents.  The South Brunswick policy addresses all of these audiences, and ensures the safety of the students and teachers in doing so.  
The first high-quality part of the policy is that there are separate policies written for grades K-2, then 3-5, then 6-12.  This is very important to ensure that all of the students are aware of the school district’s expectations, and are able to understand them as well.  The students receive each new policy as they enter school in Kindergarten, in grade 3, then in grade 6.  If a student moves into the district, he or she receives it on the first day of school.  Within each policy, the school district uses language that is applicable to their reading level.  For instance, the K-2 policy contains statements such as, “I promise to only work on the programs and web pages that my teacher tells me to.”  On the other hand, the 6-12 policy contains statements such as, “I will notify an adult immediately if by accident I encounter materials which violate the rules of appropriate use.”  This is an important part of making sure that each and every student understands their responsibilities when using any district technology.
Another excellent aspect of the South Brunswick Acceptable Use Policy is that the students, as well as the parents, are required to sign the policy.  This not only involves the parent in the child’s educational process, but also puts responsibility on the part of the parents.  It also may encourage the parents to practice these regulations on home computers as well, continuing constant acceptable use of technology, and therefore creating ethical digital natives.

I believe that the policy itself covers all areas of using technology appropriately.  If a student is held to this agreement, teachers and administrators can be assured that the student is gaining a positive learning experience in using the technology.  Educators can also be confident that these learning experiences will lead to proper ‘digital citizenship’ as the students grow older and enter the corporate world.
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