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STANDARD 5.1 (Scientific Processes) All students will develop problem-solving, decision-making and inquiry skills, reflected by formulating usable questions and hypotheses, planning experiments, conducting systematic observations, interpreting and analyzing data, drawing conclusions, and communicating results.

STANDARD 3.3 (Speaking) All Students will speak in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content and form for different audiences and purposes.

STANDARD 8.1 (Computer and information Literacy) All students will use computer applications to gather and organize information and to solve problems.

Unit Objectives:

At the conclusion of this unit, students will:

· Identify the six steps of the scientific method

· Correctly follow each step of the scientific method

· Enhance skills in using a digital storytelling program, such as Microsoft Photo story

· Enhance skills in narrating directions for a task

Unit Description:


The main focus of this unit will be to memorize the six steps of the scientific method.  In order to display their understanding of each step, the students will be assigned a project where they must design their own experiment, test it, and report the results.  This will be done in partner groups.  

The actual experiment must be a comparison of two products in a scientific way.  For instance, one student might compare two paper towels by measuring how much liquid each one holds.  Another example might include testing Bubble Gum to find out which gum blows the largest bubble.  The students will also compare the price of each item.  Throughout the testing process, they will take digital pictures of themselves doing the experiment, showing each step of the scientific method.   The students will be asked to supply the materials needed for the experiment, but the teacher will provide digital cameras.

.  The students will then take their digital images and design a digital story of their experiment.  The digital story will include student narration, where they must describe each step of the scientific method, and what their particular experiment included in this step. At the conclusion of the presentation, they will make a recommendation of which product to buy, based on quality and price.

Click here to view an example digital story.
