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There’s just something about going up into the attic to pick through boxes of things you created while you were in school.  We also love going through photo albums, or watching old home videos.  This is virtually the same as creating a digital portfolio.  Not only is it a means of assessment, as well as reflection and improvement for a student, but it is also a showcase of memorabilia to keep for the future.  

This article highlights how to create a functional digital portfolio that a student will be able to use for years to come.  The author focused on one particular high school in Rhode Island, where portfolios were used with each student to showcase each work product that led up to graduation requirements.  At the elementary level, the portfolio is used as a means of communication between student/teacher and parents.  The teachers are able to show artifacts of what the student is doing in school, and through this they can discuss the child’s progress. At the high school level, the school used these portfolios as a means of assessment for both the student and the school.  The portfolio itself was web-based multimedia product containing 2-3 artifacts from each of the student’s classes at the high school.  Each piece was assessed using a rubric, and then put into the portfolio along with a reflection.   At the conclusion of each year, the student sat down with his or her teachers and reviewed the portfolio, noting high and low points.  This information was used to create an academic plan for the student’s next year at the school.  What is interesting about this particular high school is that each student’s portfolio shows how the schools are meeting state standards.  The portfolio itself is divided into sections, which name each standard.  The student places each artifact accordingly, showing how they have met the standard. 
This system of alternate assessment could open new doors in the area of state standards.  If a portfolio shows how students are meeting the standards, it could give more information than a state test such as the ASK or HSPA.  Of course, it is definitely more of a subjective assessment, but it is something for school districts to consider when assessing their ability to meet state standards.  At my school, we have used digital portfolios that the students start in 5th grade, then carry with them through high school.  It is a great way for the students to reflect on their best work in the school year, and to use this information to create new goals for the coming year.  It is also a great way to see how far they have come in their school career.  In conclusion, this article gave a great outlook on how digital portfolios could be used for multiple purposes in assessment and reflection.

