Melissa Postorino
Spreadsheet Lesson Plan

Trading Spaces Activity
Grade 5

Subject: Math – Adding and Subtracting Decimals

Materials: 

· Microsoft Excel 

· Various home furnishing catalogs 

· Photocopied ‘checks’

· Construction paper and materials to make checkbooks

Objectives:

· Students will be able to enhance skills in using formulas in spreadsheets

· Students will be able to add and subtract decimal numbers

· Students will be able to write numbers in standard and word form

· Students will gain experience in using the Internet

Anticipatory Set:


The students will be introduced to a project where they have been asked to be on the show “Trading Spaces” with a friend.  They will be given $1000.00 to redecorate their friend’s room according to his or her decorating taste.  There will be a list of required items, such as a bed, desk, dresser, etc. that MUST be included in the design, but the student can purchase items that are not on the list as well.  Each student will keep a checking register as a log of their expenses.  This register will be kept using Microsoft Excel.  The students will also keep a written checkbook of all of the checks they write out for each purchase.   The students will ‘shop’ using the Internet and various home furnishing catalogs.
Procedures:

· After introducing the project, the teacher will guide the students in opening and creating a new file in Microsoft Excel.

· Using the Smart Board as a model, the teacher will show the students how to format the columns and text to create a register template similar to the example.

· The teacher will also show the students how to insert formulas in the Balance column of the register.

· The students will then be able to ‘shop’ using the Internet and any catalogs that are available.  They must enter each purchase into the register.

· At the completion of the project, the teacher may show the students how to insert a chart using the data they have entered.  They could create a pie chart showing how much was spent on each item.

Assessment:

The students will be assessed on their project using the following rubric.

	
	Bronze Card Shopper
	Silver Card Shopper
	Gold Card Shopper
	Platinum Card Shopper

	Check Writing
	Check information is inaccurate or has more than 3 spelling errors
	Check is written out to the correct store and has correct amount; 1-3 spelling errors
	Check has correct store name, dollar amount, is signed; no spelling errors
	All of the Gold Card criteria with item notations made on each check

	Balance column in Checkbook Register
	Missing two or more items from Gold Card Shopper column
	Missing one item from Gold Card Shopper column
	All formulas inserted into register are correct, and work correctly
	All of Gold Card Shopper, plus extra formulas are inserted throughout the register

	Checkbook Register Accuracy
	Check information is inaccurate on 4+ entries and / or 4+ errors on calculations
	Check information is inaccurate on 1-3 entries or 1-3 errors on calculation
	All calculations in checkbook are correct; check register information is accurate
	All of the Gold Card Shopper Criteria, plus no spelling mistakes


