Lab Report Format

We will be doing many labs and investigations in science this year. Use this checklist to help you organize your work. 

Topic _________________________________________ 

Problem (question or objectives): What are you are going to do in this investigation? Or What problem do you want to solve?

Hypothesis: Make a prediction about what you think will happen AND why. 

Phrase in an “if…then…” statement.

Materials: List everything you will need for your work. 

Procedure: 

1. Describe what you are going to do step-by-step. 

2. Number each step and use "time sequence" words (before, next, after). 

3. Include details (quantities, etc.) 

4. Another person should be able to follow your directions and do your project. 

Observations 

· Make a data chart to record your observations. Write the headings at the top of each column and beginning of each row. You may want to create your own chart on notebook paper or graph paper. 

· Use your data to create graphs. Include a title for your graph, a key or legend to explain your symbols, and to label the x and y axes. 

· Write a brief description of your results (your actual observations, not your conclusions). 

Conclusions: 

· Summarize your results in a few sentences or paragraph. 

· Did your results support your hypothesis or not? 

· Why did your experiment turn out this way? 

· Did you "make any mistakes?" Is there something you could do next time to improve? 

Further questions: Most science investigations raise more questions than they actually answer. What are things related to this investigation that might be interesting to find out?

