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The "ROCK-IT" is the official club Publication of the Mt. Hood Rock Club. The news deadline is the Monday before the first regular meeting of the month, for that month’s publication. The contents of the "ROCK-IT" may be reprinted if credit is given to the "ROCK-IT" and the author.


MT. HOOD ROCK CLUB meets the second Tuesday and the fourth Monday of each month. Meetings are held in the basement of the United Methodist Church in Gresham. The Church is located at 8th and Norman. Regular meetings start at 7:00pm. Juniors are welcome!!  


CENTENNIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL   Rock Room is open October - May    Wednesday Nights 7-9pm Non members & members. Thursday nights 7-9pm Members only. $2.00 Fee covers Saw & Polishers, Instructors.  Jewelry Classes October to April Wed nights.  School is located off of 181st between Division & Powell.  





MT Hood Rock Club   PHONE NUMBER   503-760-1825 
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Record-setters and first-timers was the new sensation in this year’s club show.  Records were broken across the board, but the most noticeable ones were Silent Auction, Oral Auction and Club Rock.  Silent Auction and the Oral Auction set new records as they broke last year’s numbers while Club Rock broke last year’s record by double.  

The first of the first-timers is a donation jar in the front.  The proceeds from the donation jar will go to sending selected juniors to Camp Hancock.  The other first-timer is a separate free-ticket raffle prize.

Talk about raffle prizes, THE prize was a beautiful alexandrite necklace made by Dan Jorgensen and it went to Laura Berry.  Norma Crist won the seahorse shell picture, frame and all.  John Unruh picked up the Peacock shell picture.  Steve Armstrong donated both shell pictures with frames.  Tyler Young went home with a magnificent clock made by Don Olsen.  If anyone had his or her eyes on the afghan Barbara Brandt made, it went to Alyssa Richardson.  Jan Sebastian, with the luck of the draw, won the treasure, the Amethyst crystal that Sam Riggs picked up from Quartzsite, AZ under the club’s orders.  Collin Kayber went home with the fossils, archeological-type fossils, not real-life roaming ones. ( Finally, Matt Cortney is treasuring the clear rose quartz that he won.

There were three People’s Choice Trophies that were awarded.  The categories are Member, Junior, and Guest.  The Member trophy went to Dick Parks.  Caitlin and Aaron Stewart shared the Junior trophy and Howard Bushman went home with the Guest Trophy.

Kudos to all those who pitched in and helped with the show.  Also, a very appreciative thanks to the members of other local rock clubs that came to visit.  An equally appreciative thanks to the Federation President, Bill Luke, who spent a day at the show and filled two display cases.

Let’s start getting ready for next year’s show.


(Submitted by Keene Clay, Mount Hood Rock Club)

Successful digging rule number one is to “dig where the good stuff is”!  No matter how hard you work you won’t get much if you are digging in a hole that doesn’t have what you are looking for. 


A friend is kind enough to show you a new digging area.  You pile out of your truck and are faced with a giant field of gopher holes on steroids.  Some have tumbleweed, thistles and small to medium sagebrush.  A few may a rattlesnake so look carefully before jumping in.


I drop into a hole and look at what is exposed, picture the depth of the fill, look at the leftovers and ask myself what has been removed based on what is left behind.  I spend a little time in the tailings to what the size and quality of the leftovers.  If they took all the little pieces they may have not been getting very much.  If they left interesting discards, they probably hauled out better pieces.


If you don’t have e-ray vision, a probe will be handy.  It helps you to see what is below the surface.  Where did the digging end? Where is the agate?  What part of the hole is deepest?  Does your probe reveal the bright clink of agate or the dull thud of rhyolite and basalt?


You look at the debris in the bottom of the hole and try to guess if the hole was filled to “hide the good stuff” or was it filled by stuffing.  Was the hole filled by debris from the adjacent hole?  Perhaps you should be digging in the other hole.


After all this preparation, you start digging.  No matter how much you study the lay of the land, you will sometimes dig for the exercise.   It’s cheaper than a health club, so enjoy yourself anyway.



Leona and Claude Conwell got involved with Mount Hood Rock Club when the club was only seven years old, and had only 34 members.  At that time, the club held regular meetings in the city hall basement.  They were responsible for setting up the first club show at the old fairgrounds in Gresham, Oregon.  Claude has since passed away and he is dearly missed by all who knew him.  In the meantime, we still have Leona to share with us all the wonderful stories and memories.  With the exception of Treasurer, Leona has held every office in the club (some twice).

Leona’s interests in the club is very diverse and she’s seen the club mature and change over the years.  Some of the changes are needed changes as a club grows.  The downside to change is always that some activities get dropped because there’s no time to do everything.  One of the things that changed as our general society changed is the regular club meeting.  The club used to be an active social club, a gathering of people who had similar interests in rock hounding.   Changing with the times, and with two people having to work to support the family, once the business is done at club meetings, there is not much time left to socialize and catch up with friends.

Leona shared that it was just a universe of fun at Ashwood back when the ranchers were charging just $0.10/lb.  A person can get enough for himself, each club member, and still have enough left over for the club to use.  While out on a dig, a person can dig up enough to pass around so that everyone in the club could have a piece of what was found.  In addition, club digs were more social events where the whole family would be involved.  Again, changing with the times and time constraints of job schedules, club digs are short and not everyone can participate.

Leona and a small group of club members who designed our club logo and t-shirts deserve our thanks and gratitude.  One day, the ladies decided that that is what they were going to do to identify themselves.  They designed the logo and then went down to the local clothing store and bought enough t-shirts for them and their husbands.  They showed up with their club t-shirts on and became a hit.  Soon, every club member had a club t-shirt and a silk screening with the club logo became recognized throughout the rock hound circuit as Mount Hood Rock Club’s logo.  During the early days of the club, there weren’t any commercial venders.  All the vendors were club members and this very same creative group got together and made aprons with pockets for everyone to wear while they are vending at their booths.

Leona is a very rare treasure.  With all the changes she’s seen and been through with the club, she has not changed.  She is still very active and comes to club meetings regularly as well as participates at club functions as much as she can.  Be sure to say, “Hello” and thank her for all her efforts and work when you see her.  

Happenings in May

5/7

Board Meeting (Nelson)  

5/13

Regional Meeting

5/14

Regular Meeting

* Elections

5/20

Dinner Social




* Papa Joe’s at 4427 SE Johnson Creek Blvd. 6:30 p.m.

5/25-27

Longview Rock Club is sponsoring a trip to Burns, Oregon for petrified wood.




Contact Jim Schrader (360) 274-8984 or Emmett Johnson (360) 636-3497.

5/25-27

Clackamet Rock Club is sponsoring a trip to Jackpot, Nevada.




Contact Forrest and Bea Settle (503) 650-8068.

5/24-27 

Memorial Day Trip – Ashwood “Rockstock”

Contact Jim Scheirbeck at (503) 281-4544.




* No regular meeting.

* Regular rock classes end

NEWS FROM OREGON COUNCIL

The Oregon Council of Rock and Mineral Clubs sponsors the All-Oregon Material Case Award each year at the Portland Regional Show.  Some changes were made in regards to case judging for this award at the March 2002 meeting in Klamath Falls, Oregon.  One of the changes is a separate form will no longer be required to be filled out to enter the All-Oregon Material Case competition.  Appropriate measures will be taken and interested parties will be notified when all proposed changes have been approved.  In the meantime, please contact our Oregon Council Representatives for more details on proposed judging changes.

Volunteers are needed to replace out-going Oregon Council Officers.  Nominations will be submitted at the meeting in Madras, Oregon on July 6, 2002.  Some officers volunteered to be nominated again for the office, but several have completed their terms and specifically asked to be replaced.  The positions that will be open are the offices of Open Line Editor, Secretary, Director (a 3-year term), OPLAC Chairperson and Public Relations.  The Oregon Council is active in advocating rock hound concerns and interests when it comes to land access for digging.  Every club member who is interested in any of these positions is encouraged to contact our current Council representatives.

Walt Lunceford of Rogue Gem and Geological Club reports that their club claims would be operational this year and would like to know how many other clubs would be interested in digging on their claims.  They have claims on jade, rhodonite and serpentine.  In the past they have charged $10.00 per digger per day, but limits will be set by the host club on quantity to be removed by any one person.  Past experience by the club makes this limit necessary.  Clubs may contact Walt for more details at (541) 596-2722.

MEMBER EXCHANGE & OTHER NEWS

For Sale

12” polisher, 12 lbs. tumbler, 6” trim saw and 14” slab saw. Call Sam Riggs (360) 694-3667.

For Sale

10” slab and trim saw.  Good blade.  New motor.  New drive motor.  Call Jim Crimson (503) 663-3390.

Grandpa was a rock hound.

A heart-felt “Thank you” to Gordon and Jan Shadburne for donating remaining rocks from their rock sale to the club.  Jud Hurlbutt hunted rocks for more than 40 years and had collected some very fine material, some of which will be seen proudly displayed at the Silent Auction Table at next year’s show.  If you would like to take an opportunity to thank them for their generous donation, please contact Randy Vessels and he will get you in touch with the Shadburnes.

New E-mail

Your Rock-It Editor has a new e-mail address.  The new e-mail address is pajntsa@attbi.com.

Show Pictures

Thanks to Stephen Petkovsek for taking pictures of the display cases from the show.  As soon as possible, the pictures will be printed for identification and will go into the historical journals for all to see.  If you have pictures from the show that you would like to include, please submit them to the Editor.

Did you know…….


May 11, 2002, Washington D.C.-- The National Ice Center (NIC) using latest satellite image shown from the Defense Meteorological Satellite Program's (DMSP) Operational Line Scan (OLS) Infrared sensor (Figure 1) can now confirm size and position of newly calved iceberg C-19. The exact location of the center of iceberg C-19 is 77.23 South 173.30 East and its dimensions are108nm long by 17nm wide. 

Iceberg names are derived from the Antarctic quadrant in which they were originally sighted. The quadrants are divided counter-clockwise in the following manner:

A = 0-90W (Bellinghausen/Weddell Sea) 
B = 90W-180 (Amundsen/Eastern Ross Sea) 
C = 180-90E (Western Ross Sea/Wilkesland) 
D = 90E-0 (Amery/Eastern Weddell Sea). 

When an iceberg is first sighted, NIC documents its point of origin. The letter of the quadrant, along with a sequential number is assigned to the iceberg. For example, C-19 is sequentially the 19th iceberg tracked by the NIC in Antarctica between 180-90E (Quadrant C). 

The National Ice Center is a tri-agency operational center represented by the United States Navy (Department of Defense); the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (Department of Commerce); and the United States Coast Guard (Department of Transportation). The National Ice Center mission is to provide world-wide operational ice analyses for the armed forces of the United States and allied nations, U.S. government agencies, and the private sector.

For more information, please contact: 
National Ice Center 
Naval Ice Center 
Command Duty Officer 

http://www.natice.noaa.gov

Scientists Find New Antarctic Ice Shelf Break 
Mon May 13, 4:34 PM ET 

MADISON, Wis. (Reuters) - Another massive iceberg has broken off the Ross Ice Shelf, reducing the Antarctic formation to about the size it was in 1911 when explorer Robert Scott's team first mapped it, scientists said on Monday. 

	
	


Scientists at the University of Wisconsin said the breakage is part of the normal iceberg formation or "calving" that comes as thick layers of ice gradually slide down from the high Antarctic plateau, and is not related to climate changes or global warming. 

The latest iceberg is about 125 miles long, more than twice the length of one identified about a week ago, said the school's Space Science and Engineering Center. 

Charles Stearns, principal investigator for the Wisconsin center, said the ice that formed the latest iceberg may have been in motion for the past 30 years. 

The iceberg was picked up by polar-orbit satellite imagery which the center monitors. It was first spotted on May 10, the group said. 

Though calving has been occurring on the Ross formation since March of 2000 when an iceberg about the size of the latest one was set adrift, the new one is of such a size that it "may create new concerns" for shipping interests in the southern oceans, the announcement said. 

Last week an iceberg about 50 miles long broke off the Ross shelf. The British Antarctic Survey said that was not climate-related either. 

The calving at Ross Ice Shelf follows the collapse in March of the so-called Larsen B ice shelf in the Weddell Sea near Chile, also in Antarctica. That ice shelf was the size of a small European country. 

Chris Doake, a glaciologist with the British survey, told Reuters last week that the Larsen B break-up was climate-related, unlike what's happening with the Ross shelf. Scientists, however, have not determined exactly why Antarctic temperatures have risen over the past half century. 

