Loading pistols.





I’ve seen many ways of loading pistols as I’m sure you all have. These are a few of the more popular ones. I’m sure that there are more. 


There’s the double , triple and quadruple powder pack for that horseback artillery effect. And don’t forget a touch of grease to seal it off. 


* There are many variations on the cream of wheat (cw for this article) method too. 


Pack as much powder as you can into the cylinders and top it off with as little cw as it takes to make the visible end of the cylinder white. I like that particular one, it makes that beautiful roman candle effect. This effect is even more dramatic at those night time skirmishes. Turns the gun white too. (Don’t forget, when you pack the powder, some of it stays on the ram and is mixed with the cw which aids in the chain fire effect.) 


There’s the powder pack with ample cw and a glob of grease. I like this one because the grease soaks into the cw and semi-solidifies it into a nice burning hot projectile. You can recognize this loading method by the smoke trails in the air and looks like a bottle rocket zooming across the battle field. Ever been hit with one of those ? Makes an interesting stain on what ever it hits. You may even make some stains of your own before you realize that it just hurts and wasn’t really a bullet.


The cereal puff is another interesting wad. It seems to work well when it’s hot, but if you load your pistol the night before the battle and it was cold, look out. I saw perfectly round holes shot in a tent on a cold morning from cereal puffs. (E.g.; Capt. Crunch, Coa-Coa Puffs, Coa-Coa-Roos) 


And then, there’s my favorite, the wonder wad. Wonder wads, when used for what they were intended, work extremely well. When used for blanks, they aren’t, blanks that is. Got shot with one of them at a Blue & Gray event at Moultrie a few years back, busted my thumb open and hurt like crap ! They DO NOT disintegrate and go a long way. Don’t use them !!!





With the exception of number 5, most of the loading methods mentioned here are seen regularly. But, DO NOT USE WONDER WADS AT RE-ENACTMENTS !!! I can’t say that enough. If you don’t or haven’t, I wasn’t talking to you. 





The best way that I have found to load, is a small charge of powder and a lot of cw. I mainly use 44 cal. Remingtons and this works extremely well and I have NEVER had a chain fire.


 


The process that I use:


I put 15 grains, that’s right, only 15 grains of powder into all the cylinders using a pistol powder flask with a 15 grain measure. DON’T PACK THE POWDER !


Hold the pistol with the barrel pointing straight up. I put the cw in a squeeze ketchup bottle and fill the barrel to the top. (Use a small funnel or whatever works best for you.)


I then spin the cylinder slowly to fill all the chambers. (The cw automatically flows down the barrel into the chambers.)


I pack all the chambers, then repeat steps 3 and 4. (You pack the cw twice)


I pour the unused cw out of the barrel back into a separate container to be used next time. 


Cap it


Shoot it, you’ll like it ! 





If you have doubts about the report, just try it, you’ll like it. Cw is cheap, powder is not. I use very little powder per event. Also, the ram never touches the powder which helps to avoid a chain fire. Cuts way down on the loading time too. I also use this same loading method for my Colt 36 cal. And best of all, NO CHAIN FIRES, EVER!!!





An experiment for you to try at home:


Load a cylinder with some of the different methods that I mentioned here. (each chamber with a different charge, packing etc.) Set up a cardboard target. (An old box will do.) Stand about 6 feet away and shoot the box. You’ll see why elevation is necessary and why I like my loading method. And for the cereal puff loads, load a pistol separately and put it in the freezer for 15 minutes or so. Go back to the box. You’ll see the cool effects. Let me know what you think.
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