Co-Leader’s Note: Hello Summer


Do you remember when summer used to be fun? When did summer become something to dread, an empty space to be filled with summer camps and sports and other activities?


I don’t remember ever being bored in the summer. Summer was fun! We always took a family vacation, and when we weren’t on vacation, we would just hang out at the pool or ride bikes. Then after dark all of the kids in the neighborhood would get together for a game of “Kick the Can.”  We’d stay up late; then, when we got up in the morning, we’d do the whole thing all over again. The only thing we dreaded was rain.


Times have changed. Kids can no longer ride their bikes up to the pool by themselves or over to the convenience store to spend all their change on candy and soda. The Kelsey Smith murder is a too-real reminder of how dangerous the world has become. When we were kids, our parents didn’t have to watch over us all the time. The neighborhood was ours to explore. Now we can’t even send our kids out into their own yard without worrying or without supervision. So instead, we send them to camps and get them involved in sports. Or, we let them stay inside and watch television and play video games.


Somehow we need to find a way to make summer fun again and help our kids discover the magic in those long summer days. Amidst all of the structured activities, we need to carve out some time where kids can just play or explore. So drag out the old bicycle (when was the last time you rode to the store for candy?), the sprinklers, and the sunscreen, and have some fun! Need ideas? Try these:

http://familyfun.go.com/arts-andcrafts/season/specialfeature/summer-fun-activities/

http://www.todaysparent.com/craftsactivities/outdoors/archive.jsp

http://www.parents.com/parents/story.jhtml?storyid=/templatedata/parents/story/data/5696.xml


And don’t forget, moms need fun, too!
Rachel Rooney 

Co-Leader
