Source Cards for a Research Paper
Source / Bibliography Cards

3x5 index cards are to be used with all information necessary for bibliography entry.   Use Modern Language Association  (MLA) format when making an entry.

Model Source Card

Example card for a book with one author


On the sample source card, the number in the upper right hand corner refers to the number of the source being used in a research paper.  In this case, this is source card #1.  All notes the researcher takes from this source (book) will have a #1 on the note card.  The second source the researcher uses will have a #2 for its identification.  Every note card written from source #2 will always have the #2 in the upper right hand corner.  Logically, if one were to use 4 sources for a research paper, the next source would be #3 and so forth.

Source cards are written at the same time note cards are being written.  Once a student has selected a source rich with information on their topic, the student should write a source card immediately.  It is very important to follow this principle in order to have accurate source information.  You may refer to St. Gregory’s school website (www.st.gregory.pvt.k12.va.us) to find a correct MLA format for any source. Refer to the library section of the site for assistance. MLA is the only format to be used for source cards and bibliographic/works cited information.

Source Card                                                                                   #1
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Date of Publication:  2002








