Note Cards for the Research Paper
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Example of note card
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In this example of a note card, the card title came from this student’s outline. In the upper right corner is the bibliography source and number. Any note cards taken from this source will have a number 1 in this corner. As this student read from page 4 in this source, she took the bulleted notes in her own words.  In the lower left corner is the number of the card, in other words, this is card #3 in her set of note cards.  The lower right corner shows the page number of the source.

Remember, keep your notes short, using abbreviations whenever possible. Do not mix topics. For example, you should not have a note card that has Early Years and Adult Life on the same card. You can have as many cards on each topic as you need. You might have 10 cards on Early Life from many sources if you find a lot of information.

Heading from Outline    				Source  #





Use bullets


Take notes in your own words, in other words, paraphrase what you read.


If you take a direct quotation from a source, always copy the words exactly including punctuation.   Always put this in quotations marks.





(Card #)


Chronological Order #				Page #





Early Age and Years					      1





John Roosevelt Robinson born in 1919


Georgia


Mother and father called him Jackie














3							  p. 4








