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Feudalism was a land based production system and social customs concerning rights and obligations of landlords and peasants based on land ownership patterns. This system could be found all over the world except the U.S.A. The profound developments of feudalism took place in Europe between 9th and 12th centuries. The term feudalism was first used in the sixteenth century by royal lawyers in England to describe the decentralized and complex social, political, and economic pattern of the British Governments society. Yangbans of Korea and the Zaminders in India were both feudal lords. Under the British Governments patronization the Zaminders created and served well as subordinate class to its authority. The authority always maintained firm control on this class and used them as means to fulfill their wishes and desires. There were great dissimilarities between European feudalism and Asian feudalism in this issue. The nature of Asian feudalism was different from that of European. In Korea a new class of landlords Yangban emerged at the end of 14th century. Similarly in India another class of feudal lords i.e. Zamindars came forth at the end of 18th century. Considerable similarities could be found between the two systems. In Europe a powerful land based aristocracy could exercise power parallel to state, but in Asia feudal lords were not that much powerful. They worked as a subordinate class to the higher authority. Amongst the Korean feudal lords the Yangbans played a constructive role in the genesis of Korean nationalism. On the otherhand, in India the Zaminders limited themselves into social welfare and eliminating superstitions from the society at large. In this paper it will be highlight on the nature of Asian feudalism and the similarities and dissimilarities between Yangbans and Zaminders.
Nature of Asian Feudalism
The word feudalism originated from the German word vieh or "cow," i.e, the way of measuring of wealth among the early Germans. This a term gave rise to the medieval word fief. "Fief" simply meant "something of value." In the agricultural society "something of value” was usually means land. But the sixteenth-century lawyers pictured this land as having been under the control of a powerful king who distributed much of it to his followers, men of distinction whose breeding and upbringing particularly fitted them for governing and giving battle.
 Feudal society is characterised by the legal subjection of a large part of the peasantry to a hereditary landholding elite exercising administrative and judicial power on the basis of reciprocal private undertakings. In the broader conception of feudal society, as it was developed in the 1930s by the French historian Marc Bloch, its prevailing features include, “The absence of a strong central authority, and the diffusion of governmental power through the granting of administrative and legal authority over particular lands (fiefs) by higher lords including the king to vassals sworn by voluntary oath to support or serve them, usually (though not exclusively) by military means.”
 While few would deny that most of France, England parts of Spain, Germany and Italy satisfied criteria over much of the period, the concept remains of greatest use as an interpretive device for comparative study of local phenomena, rather than as a blanket definition of the medieval social order.

All characteristics of Feudalism were present in Asia. But the basic differences between in Asia the state kept firm control on the feudal lords. In most cases fate of Asian feudal lords depended on the state of the or monarchy. In both India and Korea the monarchy led the creation of feudal lords in order to fulfill their own purpose. In Korea the Choson kings created the feudal Yangban class and in India the ruling British Raj made Zaminders in order to strengthen their colonial rule in India.
Rise of the Yangbans
During the Yi period a new bureaucratic class emerged in Korea. They were the literati, educated and knowledgeable men who also were adept in the administration of the affairs of government. These scholar-bureaucrats strove for political advancement via the examination system on the basis of demonstrated achievements. Literati also emerged from among the clerical force in the central government and from the ranks of the petty functionaries in the local administrations. The literati group of this latter origin were small and middle-level landowners who possessed small-scale agricultural estates in their home localities. Yi Song-gue carried out a sweeping land reform policy. A sufficient number of Yangbans had been given enough land to establish themselves as landowners who again held the vested interests in the dynasty’s future.
 Yangban means literally, there were two braches of Yangbans civil and military. The term Yangbans implied the entire group civil and military bureaucracy. After the establishment of the Yi dynastic rule the Yangbans dominated the government, administration, economy and the army. Among the Yangbans, the civil order was more prestigious than the military. It is to be mentioned that Yi society’s dominant Yangban class was much more broadly based than the ruling classes of Koryo or earlier times.
 The Yangbans alone enjoyed a variety of special privileges naturally could not be other than elitist. This class usually held public office. But they did not serve in technical posts that alike were component of the bureaucracy.

The Yangbans were also the landlord class in Korea. Establishing his own dynasty, General Gongyang carried out a land reform program, the main goal of which to create a loyal class. The land reform began with the undertaking of a cadastral survey of landholding throughout the country.
 The owners of some 500,000 gyeol year of six provinces were registered. But all the existing registers of public and private land were destroyed by fire. In 1391 General Yi Seong-gye completed land reforms by introducing Rank Land Law. Under this law land was distributed to individual rank of office holders. The concept of that land reform system was ownership of all the nation’s land formally resided in the state. The king granted right to government officials who got the right of collecting the rent. They also cultivated their lands by slaves or by tenant farmers. The Yangban recipients of such grants often were able to convey the right to collect the land rent to their heirs, and ultimately to convert this limited right to one of outright ownership. Despite the existence of formal principle of state ownership, the extent of private ownership of land steadily grew.
 However, the result of this land reform program was collapse of powerful families.
 The new literati class took advantages of the favors from the new administration and became the ardent supporters of the regime. This scholar-gentry Yangban class dominated Korean society during the entire Yi period. In fact, they were the dominant social class. Its members controlled politics, sustained social morality and ethics, and nurtured what became known as Yangban culture.
 The Yi dynasty pursued anti-Buddhist policy and destroyed the power and influence of the Buddhist monks. Buddhist properties were confiscated and Buddhist monks were expelled from the capital. Buddhism rapidly declined and neo-confunianism dominated both political and intellectual life.
 Properties of Buddhist religious establishments were distributed amongst the Yangbans. The Yi kings greatly emphasized the discipline enunciated in the doctrines of the Confucian School of Rites. They prescribed in minute detail the court procedures, ceremonies, customs, language, music and the principles governing human relations. Even the slightest deviation from the established patterns was severely criticized. It made the lifestyle rigid and intellectualism inflexible. During this period, Confucian studies were greatly encouraged by such means as the rebuilding of the National Academy and of the National Shrine to Confucius, as well as by the ample endowment of a foundation for the support of students. The Yangban class did not find fulfillment either in Buddhism or in traditional Confucianism during this time. Consequently, they made Neo-Confucianism their spiritual mainstay and Neo-Confucian literati began to dominate the society. Thus Neo-Confucianism is a philosophical Confucianism that explains the origins of man and the universe in metaphysical terms. Its political ethic stresses the mutual relationship of ruler and subject and it is an intolerant doctrine, which rejects all other teachings abruptly.
 Thus in this process at the beginning of 15th century a new dynasty and this submissive feudal class flourished Korea under a new philosophical line. The picture in India however, was quite different. 

The Rise of Zamindars in India

At the end of 18th century, a new feudal lord class emerged in India under the patronization of ruling British East India Company who was called Zaminders. The term Zaminders originated from the Persian word Zamin or land. Thus Zaminder means, the holder or occupier (dar) of land (zamin). The root words were Persian, and the resulting name was widely used when Persian influence reached its climax during the Mughals or other Indian Muslim dynasties.
 The appellation Zamindar, a straightforward translation from the current native terms bhuiyan or bhupati, signifies hereditary landholder in Mughal India (1526-1704).
The English East India Company established her suzerainty over Bengal as well as also in India between 1757 and 1857. After the occupation of India the British East India Company fashioned the existing land tenure into a new mechanism to serve their economic and political interests. The main goal of the company was to ensure revenue collection and the collection of a maximum amount of revenue from India. The company carried out various experiment on the land policy in Bengal, and introduced the Permanent Settlement in the long run. Under the system had, the landholders or Zaminders had become the absolute proprietors of landed property who were empowered with the privilege of holding proprietary right at a rate that was to continue without any change forever.
 According to this settlement government was barred from enhancing its revenue demand on the Zaminders. Under the contact, the Zaminders had the right to transfer their land and they also could sale, mortgage or gift their property. They got customary right to hold the land perpetually subject to the payment of rent regularly, but they got no right to transfer the right in any form. The Zaminders were warned by the British Government that in case any of them failed to pay the kist at the stipulated date his or her Zaminderi will be sold in auction.
 Thus Permanent Settlement regulations made Zaminders owners of land subject to payment of a fixed amount of their land revenue to the government and they were entitled to collect rent from their subordinate tenants, who were again entitled to create subordinate interests. The Permanent Settlement regulations of 1793 had created a landed aristocracy that was supposed to be loyal to the British regime.
 This land system was quite new in India as the Zaminders were merely possessors of proprietary right in the collection of rent but not land during the Mughal period. In this sense Zaminders were intermediaries between the government and the inferior revenue farmers only. Under the Permanent Settlement, Zaminders emerged as a new aristocratic class in Bengal, and they became an important factor for modernization of the Indian society.

 Though East India Company had established their suzerainty in India but they were suspicious about introducing western education system in India. During the Mughal period Persian language was used as official language and Sanskrit was also a popular language for writing since ancient period. From the 1820s, there was debate concerning educational policy among the policy makers of the company government. They were arguing among themselves as to whether in British India the traditional system of education should be supported by the government or any alternative method on western lines introduced. The participants in the debate became sharply divided into two camps, anglicists and orientalists. The anglicists were in favour of imparting western education in English while the orientalists were arguing in favour of oriental education in the vernaculars. Lastly, Lord William Bentinck, the Governor General of India between 1828 and 1835, replaced Persian and local languages by English.
 The use of English led to the spread of English education and western philosophy, literature and culture and ideas in India. The Zaminders eagerly accepted western education and culture. Thus the western educated class took initiative for social reform in India as the Yangban Korea. 

The Yangban Class and the Development of Korean National Culture

The study of Neo-Confucianism was increased in Korea at the end of fifteenth century by the Yangbans. It was as a whole spreader of Chinese influence on Korea. During this time a social structure and behaviorism emerged on the pattern of Confucian principles.. It transformed Korean society similar to that of China. In the early 15th century, Yangban class were aware about the growing Chinese influence in their society. They however, attempted to maintain the separate identity for the Koreans. Politically Stability in the country had given scholars more freedom and time for study. The Yangban literati were patronized by the Korean king. Consequently, a cultural awakening took place in Korea. The distinguish features of this period was the creation of Korean writing system, the growth of Korean poetry, scientific and technical innovations.

Korean Writing System: At the beginning of civilizations in East Asia the Koreans had no writing system of their own. They used Chinese characters to express their thoughts in the idu system that was instituted during the Shilla period. Scholarly works were written in pure Chinese as all government documents were compiled in the Chinese language. Afterwards, awareness grew among Neo-Confucian Literati class. They realized that they must have a writing system of their own. The king Sejong was also concerned for the invention of a new scientific writing system which could be learned by his subjects easily.   Under Choson king Sejong's patronizing initiative the scholars devoted themselves to the development of an indigenous writing system of Korea. The King said, “Because the sounds of our language are different from those of Chinese, and because the Chinese characters are too difficult to use as a means of communication, my people are unable to express themselves in writing.”
 With this end in view, King Sejong commissioned famous Neo-Confucian scholar Song Sam-mum and Chong In-ji of the Academy of Scholars to create an indigenous writing system for the Korean language. In 1443 they presented to the king a phonetic writing system.
 The king officially adopted it, and promulgated it with a royal edict in 1446. The new system was called Hunmin chong-um. The new writing system enabled the Koreans to transcribe their spoken words into writing. The writing system became increasingly important as medium of communication for the commoners. It gradually increased nationalistic feeling among the Koreans.
Development of Korean Literature: The Korean Yangban also endeavored to develop Korean literature. Soon after the invention of alphabet, Sejong established the Office for Publication in Han'gul and had it bring out a number of major works. While many scholars composed Chinese-style poems known in Korean as Hanshi, an increasing number of the Yangban literati wrote two four-syllable semantic units of Korean which were was known as kasa and shijo. These two styles are distinctive Korean poetic forms which developed toward the end of the Koryo period, the Yangban literati popularized it. Thus most famous amongst the kasa writers was Chong Chol (1536-1593) who composed such song as Song of the Eastern Scenes. All Chinese-style poems were written in Chinese characters. In the mid-Choson period, the lyrical form of kasa was widely composed. Although written in Chinese as a kind of prose-poetry, in its form the kasa exhibited characteristics of typical Korean lyric verse. Through the kasa, the the Yangban literati were able to express vividly their attachment to the beauties of nature which constituted a part of their life.
 During this time on the initiative of the Yangban another type of Korean poetry known as shijo was developed. All shijo were written in Korean after the promulgation of the han-gul. The shijo or "occasional verses" became increasingly popular as a medium of expression of the sentiments. Mostly the Yangban including many women composed the shijo. This literary development helped the growth of Korea’s own culture which had and become an element of  Korean nationalism.

Development of Science and Technology: During this period under the encouragement and active patronage of the Yi kings, the Yangban also contributed considerably in the fields of science and technology. Worthy of mention first of all is the agricultural manual called “Straight Talk on Farming” , compiled under Sejong in 1430. This manual was designed to meet the specific conditions of Korean agriculture, on the premise that the climate and soil of Korea are different from those of China and so make it problematical to apply unmodified practices of Chinese agriculture. Sejong first had each provincial jurisdiction survey and report the methods used by the older and experienced farmers in its area and then put together this handbook on ways of storing seed, improving fertility, transplanting rice seedlings, and the like.
 

With the decline of Buddhism and the rise of Neo-Confucianism, new forms replaced the ancient forms of porcelain ware, which had been popularized by a Buddhist-oriented elite of Koryo. It happened in response to a growing demand of the court and the Yangban class. Among them were water droppers, brush holders, trays, and vases. More widely used porcelain ware was a heavy, unpretentious punch'ong,or  "power green" ware, such as variously shaped and sized bottles and jars with either over-glaze or under-glaze decorations. All these became important items of trade with Japan. Increasing amounts of brown-glazed ware of all sizes were produced as the potter's wheel was widely used.

New Arts--rise of the Genre Painters: The Yangban during the Yi dynasty also viewed art as was what artisans produced. If they were to take an interest in such pursuits it would be merely as a pastime, or avocation. The loosening of the intellectual climate and the changing social environment, coupled with the growing interest in nativism and the search for realities, encouraged Korean artists to create new literature and arts. As a result, a new Korean genre painting originated. More colors and humorously depicting manners and customs of the Yangban gentlemen were the main characteristics of genre painting of this period.
 These artists gave expression to styles of their own. The popularity of human likenesses, for its part, was owing to the need felt by Yangban for portraits to celebrate their rise to eminence in society. Portraits were valued not merely as lifelike representations but as animated portrayals of the inner spirit of their subjects. Thus the Yangban painters displayed exceptional creative and artistic qualities in their work, which led to the eventual evolution of a Korean indigenous art. Their nativism and their reproduction of the realities of life in their paintings contributed much to the development of Korean national culture.
 Writing of Histories: During this period a more active interest in the compilation of historical works took place. The Yangbans worked for strengthening their sense of Korean identity as a distinct race and gave force to the concept of their descent from a common ancestor.
 Secondly, these works presented reminiscences of earlier ages in a manner clearly evidencing the deep respect which the authors felt for the traditions and legacy of their past history. Many historical materials which were neglected earlier now came to be utilized. The history of the past was viewed as a mirror, or example for the present government. The tradition of preparing a history of each reign began in 1413 with the compilation of the Annals of the King T'aejo and continued thereafter to the dynasty. At almost the same time another work, Essentials of Koryo History, was compiled in strict chronological format.  In 1485 Korea's first overall history the Comprehensive Mirror of the Eastern Kingdom was published which treated the entire Korean history from the mythical Tan'gun through the Koryo period. In this way Neo-Confucian literati worked for building the national identity and culture through their Historical literature.
 Thus they prepared the basis for the historical bases of Korean nationalism. 

The Development of Folk Culture: The Yangbans had created a nationalist feeling in every sphere of life. The common people became aware of their cultural heritage and separate identity from the Chinese. Their modes of life had led to the rise of a new and significant Korean culture. During this time hunger of common people for cultural outlets to express their emotions and relieve their anxieties, contributed to the rise of a new folk culture. It included literature, painting, music and dance. The snobbish people, who worshipped things Chinese, looked down upon the new culture promoted by the common folk.
  Many members of the Yangban class who had formal education in Chinese studies nurtured the folk culture. Their desire to escape from inflexible conventions and to express themselves individuality, as well as their desire to flee from their daily life, led them to engage in cultural revolt. The development of folk painting is another significant aspect of the ever-growing folk culture in the middle and late Yi period. The majority of folk painters were of lower strata of society whose works were regarded as artistically inferior. New commercial artists capitalized on the increasing popularity of folk paintings. In their paintings, Korean folk artists amply demonstrated sensitivity, popular beliefs, honesty, and truthfulness. The folk beliefs their sense of humor and satire, simplicity, the search for the realities and the meaning of being, and the relationship between nature and the animal world, as well as between one creature and another, are clearly reflected in systematic ways and in remarkably effective economized details. The folk painting became unique aspects of painting that is a valuable cultural heritage of the Korean civilization.
 In this way, Korean nationalism took a definite shape during the 15th and 16th centuries and Yangban class played a vital role in the creation of separate national identity of Korea. The Yi dynasty along with its Yangban class was dying out toward the end of the 19th century.
 On the other hand, the scenario in India was quite different, the Indian feudal lord, i.e, the Zaminders limited their activities with social reforms activities only.
The Zaminder and the Bengal Renaissances
At the beginning of the 19th century a new upper middle class had emerged in India as an impact of the Permanent Settlement. The spread of trade and commerce and the development of transport and communications were other factors which facilitated their emergence. The Zaminders and newly emerged upper middle class accepted western education and culture whole-heartedly, as a result of which an intellectual awakening in European style came forth, which was called the Bengal Renaissance. 

The new outlook deeply affected contemporary social life in India. The new intellectuals raised questions about the life and beliefs of the society.. Emergence of protest movements, formation of societies and associations, religious reform movements, had taken place. Social prejudices and superstitions were badly attacked. Western philosophy, history, science and English literature deeply affected the contemporary Indian society.
 During this time a group of western educated intelligential appeared in India among whom Raja Rammohun Roy (1774-1833), Henry Luies Viivian Derozio (1809-31) and his radical disciples, Debendranath Tagore (1817-1905) and his followers, Akshay Kumar Datta (1820-86), Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar (1820-91), Michael Madhusudan Datt (1824-73), Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay (1838-94), and Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) were most prominent. Western ideas influencing renaissance thinkers and activists included rationalism, humanism, utilitarianism, scientism, individualism, positivism, Darwinism, socialism, and nationalism. Works and lives of western thinkers such as Francis Bacon, Isaac Newton, Jeremy Bentham, Thomas Paine, August Comte, Charles Darwin, John Stuart Mill were studied widely in Bengal.
 Simultaneously different western institutions such as the Asiatic Society of Bengal (1784), Baptist Mission of Serampore (1800), Fort William College (1800), Hindu College (1817),Calcutta School-Book Society (1817),Calcutta Medical College (1835),University of Calcutta (1857) contributed to the generation of reform  movements of Bengal. On the initiative of several middle class intellectuals several social superstitions had been removed from Indian life. 

Sati Rite : A group of western educated Indian realized that Indian society had deeply plunged into superstition. They prevailed reform movement for the emulation of superstition from Indian society. During this time the worst superstition was practice of Sati. Literally, the Sanskrit word sati means a virtuous woman possessing supreme faithfulness to her husband and goodness to her kens. But institutionally, sati means the ritual compulsion of a wife to die with her dead husband and land on his funeral pyre in the midst of the trumpeting crowd of the ceremony. A woman who dies burning herself on her husbands funeral fire was considered most honorable and was believed to directly go to heaven, redeeming all the forefathers rotting in hell, by this praiseworthy act.
 The woman who committed Sati was worshipped as a Goddess. On account of religious neutrality, the East India Company Government was initially not inclined to take any measure against the sati rite. Raja Rammohun Roy had advocated humanitarian reforms. Supported by the Home Government the Governor General of India Lord William Bentinck (1828-1835) took the initiative and in 1829 by the Regulation XVII, the British Government banned the ritual of sati.

Widow Marriage: Even in the 19th century marriage of Hindu widow was not allowed in India and early marriage was widely spread in society. It was prohibited in Hindu religion. In this respect the Bengali scholar and social reformer Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar stood against this practice. He raised questions about early marriage, polygamy, widow remarriage, and many other ills stifling social developments.
 In his book Bidhababibaha Prachalita Haoya Uchit Kina Etadvisayak Prastab, 2 vols. (On widow remarriage... 1855; Bahubibaha Rahit Haoya Uchit Kina Etadvisayak Bichar, 2 vols. (On Abolition of Polygamy... 1871) Iswar Chandra expressed his thoughts on social reforms. In defense of his arguments he profusely drew instances from the shastras and other sacred books of the Hindus, a stratagem which had a tremendous impact on the people. His sastra-based and humorous arguments made the defenders of those social evils largely defenseless, though many of the conservatives maligned him savagely. It was mainly on the initiative of Iswar Chandra British Government had declared the widow remarriage and the Civil Marriage Act of 1856. It restricted the bigamy and child marriage and encouraged widow remarriage.
 The newly emerged middle class whole-heartedly supported Vidyasagar’s initiative. The positive role of Bengali newspapers and the activities of middle class had helped to create public opinion in favour of these issues. 

Abolition of the Caste System: The pattern of social classes in Hinduism is called the "caste system." India has got a hierarchical caste system in the society. The word “caste” is not an Indian one but comes from the Portugese word casta means breed or race. The Sanskrit word applied to the groupings is varna, which means several things but is often interpreted to signify colour. In ancient India this was developed as a social system.
 The continuance of caste was secured by its being made hereditary. The primitive taboo on commensality be came a caste law. The basis and continuance of the caste system depended not on the four-fold division but on the vast network of sub-castes came to have more relevance for the day-to-day working of Hindu society.

This system affected the entire Indian society. It was the division of the society in which there were four castes arranged in a hierarchical manner.
 Socially the caste system was hereditary and complicated, with much more castes and sub-castes and other divisions. There are literally thousands of sub-castes in India, often with particular geographical ranges, occupational specializations, and an administrative or corporate structure. Caste laws in India regulated all aspects of life, including marriage, diet, education, place of residence and occupation. Marriage was only permitted within the same caste. There were restrictions on the choice of occupation and on personal contact with members of other castes. The belief is that if one obeys the rules of caste, reincarnation into a higher caste is possible, but women may only have the privilege of coming back as an animal if they are good enough.

During the first half of 19th century a teacher of Hindu College and a free thinker, Henry Derozio and about a dozen disciples of him and eager readers of Tom Paine's Age of Reason and Rights of Man, stood against the cast superstition. They preached and worked against the system. Collectively these young men were known as young bengal who, propagated their radical ideas for some fifteen years (1828-43) in a society called the Academic Association (1828). They were associated with at least six periodicals - Parthenon (1830), East India (1831), Enquirer (1831-34), Jnananvesan (1831-40), Hindu Pioneer (1835-40) and bengal spectator (1842-43). For the first few years their chief target of attack was traditional Hinduism and their cast system. The Young Bengal’s attempt of sweeping the cast system created considerable awareness among the Bengal middle class about the bad effect of cast system. Consequently, this social custom lost its importance. It is to be mentioned that almost all members of the young Bengal society were sons of the Zaminders.
Development of New Literature: Western literature also impacted Indian, especially Bengali literature. Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar and Akshay K Datta upraised modern Bengali prose. The missionaries of the Serampore Baptist Church, as well as by Rammohon Roy and his opponents all also played vital role for the development of literature.
 The prose flourished in different forms through the works of Peary Chand Mitra (1814-83), Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, and Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941). In poetry and drama the Michael Madhusudan Dutt had broke conventions and introduced blank verse, sonnet, individualism, worldliness, patriotism, prominence of female characters, and sharper conflicts in drama. A host of playwrights and poets of inferior abilities quickly followed him. Apart from literature, the fields of science, history and philosophy were cultivated by such scholars as Madhusudan Gupta (1800-56), Mahendra Lal Sarkar (1833-1904), Jagdish Chandra Bose (1858-1937), Prafulla Chandra Roy (1861-1944), Rajendralal Mitra (1822-91), Romesh Chunder Dutt (1848-1909), Dwijendranath Tagore (1840-1926), and Krishna Kamal Bhattacharya and Girish Chandra Sen (1835-1910). Some of them had concentrated on Islamic studies and authored numerous books and biographies to illustrate the Islamic tradition.
 Girish Chandrqa Sen crowned his life's work with an annotated translation of the Quran (1886), the first of such works in Bangla. Each author concentrated on a specific area. Rajendra Lal Mitra's Bibidhartha-Sanggraha (1850s) and Rahasya-Sandarbha (1860s) and Bankim Chandra's Bangadarshan (1870s) along with many others bear testimony to this observation. In this way, new western ideas penetrated in to the Indian society and the middle class and Zaminders of Bengal had accepted these ideas and played a vital role in spreading it. Thus on their endeavor at the end of 19th century Bengal society culture was modernized and in many phases.

Thus the nineteenth century had witnessed an intellectual awakening in India in European style. Under the patronization of the Bengal middle class social and political awareness had developed in India in which questions were raised about life and beliefs. The new outlook affected the contemporary lifestyle in India materially. The various protest movements, formation of societies and associations, religious reform movements new socio-political phenomena argued the existence of superstitions in Indian society and affected the society deeply. 

 Limitation of The Zaminders
In spite of positive role in society, the Zaminders had many limitations. They confined their activities only in social reform activities and things like that. During the Indian War of Independence in 1857, the Zaminders ignored their fellow countrymen and helped the British Raj in suppressing the Indian rebels. Even the Zaminders did not play any constructive role in the nationalist movement of India in the first half of the twentieth century. Throughout the British rule, the Zaminders were the most loyal subjects of the British Government in India.

During this time another dominant issue in Indian society was Zaminders and peasantry relations. Relation’s hip between Zaminders and the peasantry gradually deteriorated in the early part of the 19th century. Conflicts between the two classes mainly originated from Zamander’s attempts to enhance the established land rent rate. But at the peasant resisted such attempts. Consequently there had been growing peasant unrests and occasional uprisings in different parts of the country. Peasant unrests led to the great anti-Zaminderi uprisings in the 1870s including the Tushkhali Movement (1872-75), Pabna Uprising (1873), and Chhagalnaiya (Noakhali) and Munshiganj Uprisings (1880-81). 

The twentieth century political developments in India such as the growth of Indian nationalism, politics of agitation, Muslim separate electorate and separatist politics, penetration of communist ideas, and the like had seriously undermined the social authority of the Zaminder class which was politically moderate and loyal to the British raj. Peasant politics was entirely against Zamindari system. During this time the Zaminder-tenant relations deteriorated so badly that all leading political parties which participated in the general elections of 1937 had made commitments that the Zaminderi system would be abolished if they were voted to power. Zaminderi system was finally abolished after the division of India in 1947. In Bangladesh the Pakistan Government did it under the EAST BENGAL STATE ACQUISITION AND TENANCY ACT of 1950. Thus the Indian Zaminders failed to play a creative and constrictive role in the society in comparison with the Yangbans of Korea.

Conclusion

Asian Feudalism was quite different from that of the European ones. In Europe Feudal lords were much powerful and state could not to exercise effective control on them. In Asia on the contrary Feudalism was upraised under the patronization of king and the state. The ruling class was created feudal lords as a loyal and submissive class. The same scenario could be seen in Korea and also in India. In Korea Choson kings created Yangban class and in India British Raj the Zaminderi system and feudal lords of both countries pledged their whole-hearted loyalty to its author. The Yangban class remained loyal to the Choson dynasty during its entire ruling period. The Zaminders also did the same to the British Raj. Both class played positive role in the changing society.

In Korea 15th century was the period for the development of Korean nationalism. During this time the Koreans tried their bests to build up their distinct national identity. The Yangban class played a vital role in the development of Korean nationalism. The Choson rulers remained loyal to Ming China and accepted Chinese Confucianism and Neo-Confucianism as their creed. The Yangban class also assumed Neo-Confucianism which they implement in a different manner. They were anxious about their separate national identity and they took initiative to develop it. During this time a new awakening took place in of Korean every aspect social life. Korean writing system, development of literature, new arts--rise of the genre painters, development of science and technology and like history writing all those of national building phenomena emerged in Korea. These were the greatest achievements of the Yangban class.

On the other hand, the Zaminders of India accepted western education and culture. Afterwards they proceeded to emulate superstition from the Indian society of, killing widow with her dead husband, introduced remarriage of widows, prevented the influence of the caste system and took measures for the modernization of literature. All those were positive achievements of Indian Zaminders. They also played vital role in the development of western art and culture in India.

But the Zaminders unfortunately however didn’t take part in the type of activities which Yangbans in Korea. Instead, they remained loyal and subordinate to the British Raj up to their last days in 1947. During the First Indian War of Independence of 1857, the Zaminders supported the British Government. Later on, when various political parties started movement for independence the Zaminders remained aloof from the mass. Undoubtedly the Zaminders emerged as an influential social class but because of their negative role in the 19th and 20th century nationalist movement they lost leading the position in Indian society. The political parties filled up that vacuum. Opposing the Zaminder’s supremacy in the election of 1937 the Krishak Praja Party led by AK Fazlul Huq won and came to power in Bengal. In this way the Zaminders lost their supremacy in the society. Finally, the Government of Pakistan got rid of the system.

As a feudal lord Yangban’s of Korea played vital role in the development of Korean nationalism. Unfortunately the Zaminders of India failed to contribute that way which is the tragedy of the Zaminders of India.
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