KidPix Presentation Tutorial Worksheet

In this tutorial, you will create: 

· A title page

· A introduction to grab attention

· An original graphic

· A graphic organizer

· A paragraph of text

· An end page

Open KidPix on your computer station.  Enter your name in the textbox and hit “go.”

Making a title page
Undo Button
If you happen to make a mistake at any time, click on the icon of the bald headed kid  near the bottom of the left vertical menu.  It will undo your last action.
Making a background color / texture

To make a solid colored background, click the “Fill Bucket Icon.”  Then choose a color from the blob of color on the bottom left corner of the screen.  Then click anywhere on the screen to fill the whole screen with that color.

If you don’t want a solid color background, you can choose a textured background by choosing one of the right two buckets on the bottom of the screen.  (Left bucket is solid color, middle bucket is combination of colors, right bucket is radical color combinations.)  Once you choose a background you like, click anywhere on the screen to fill the screen with that pattern.

Writing text
Choose the icon that looks like an “ABC.”  Click on the screen approximately where you want your text.  Write your text in the textbox that opens.  

Write something like “Your Name Here” ‘s Presentation on American Symbols 

(next line) date of presentation

If you want to change the font style or size, highlight the text with your mouse and then change the font size and style at the bottom of the screen where you see the word “Arial” and the number “14.”  You can also make the text bold with the letter “B”, italicize it with the letter “I”, and underline it with the letter “U” on the bottom of the screen.  You can also justify your text to the left, center and right sides of the text box with the three sets of lines to the right of the B, I, and U buttons.

Choose a large font size and style that is easy to read and takes up most of the screen.  Experiment with a couple until you find one you like.  This will be your title page.

Adding Sounds

If you wish to add background sounds to any page, click the icon of a speaker with notes coming out of it.  The pictures at the bottom menu bar show you different kinds of sounds to choose from.  Click on one to hear what it sounds like.  There are several menu categories of sounds like “Celebrate,” “Science,” and “World.”  You can scroll through the choices in each category (if there are more than seven or so) by clicking the up and down arrows near the bottom right corner of the screen.  You’ll see there is a number “01” to start.  This number will change if you scroll up and down through the choices.  
Once you have a sound that you like, click on it and drag it to the screen and let go.  You won’t see it anymore, but the file knows to play it.  Test it by hitting the green arrow button on the lower right hand side of the screen.  Then hit that button again to stop the sound.

Saving Your Page File

Go to the very top of the screen and click where it says “File.”  Go to “saveas” and name your file.  It is better to name things without spaces, punctuation or capital letters.  A good title for this file would be “titlepage”.  Hit the “save” button.  After you are sure your page is saved, click the icon that looks like dynamite to erase your screen and start a new picture.

Making Your Introduction Page
Adding a Background Scene
Click the icon that looks a postcard with two trees on green hills.  At the bottom of your screen, different background scenes will appear in small images.  Click on each one to see green text at the bottom telling you what they are.  When you find a scene you want to try, click it with the mouse and drag it to the screen and let go of the mouse button.  Your scene will come on the screen.  You can choose another scene and drop it right over the old one if you don’t like your choice.  Remember there is more than one category of background scenes, so if you don’t like one category, switch to another one by using the up and down buttons in the bottom left part of the screen.  Some of the category titles are “Nature,” “Everyday,” and “Culture.”

For this exercise, choose a scene where you’d want to find a LOG CABIN.  Drag it to the screen and let go.

Adding an Animation to your page
Click the icon that looks like a dog for animations.  At the bottom of the screen, you’ll see the menu categories and menu items for animation.  Click on the different pictures and the green text below it will tell you what they are.  Use the up and down buttons on both the menu bar on the left and the pictures on the right to see all your range of choices.
For this exercise, find an animation of something you would find near a log cabin.  (I chose the “Birds” animation in the “Nature” category.  Resize your animation graphic with the upper left or lower right pink arrows on the corners of the graphic.  (Not every corner resizes the graphic.  The other two pink arrows show the graphic playing at different speeds.)  Position your graphic where you want it on the screen.

Drawing on Your Picture

Click on either the icons that looks like a pencil, crayon and marker OR the icon that looks like a paintbrush.  (The pencil gives you the sharpest, darkest lines.) You have three choices of line thickness and also different kinds of lines and/or shapes to make (like squares or circles).  With the paintbrush option, you can use the paintbrush to “paint” lines that smear the colors together slightly.  You can use the microphone to “paint” with the sound of your voice (if you have an attached microphone).  Finally you can use the spraypaint can to “spray” streams of pictures all over the screen.  Some of these images include balloons, popcorn and fish.
For the purposes of this tutorial, select the “Draw” icon.  Choose the “pencil” at the bottom of the screen.  Choose a color in the the lower left that you want to draw in.  Choose the wiggly line mode (the first choice in the center bottom of screen) so you can freehand draw.

Finally, draw a bunch of trees.  It doesn’t have to be good, so don’t worry if you don’t think you can draw.  Use one color or several colors.  Once you have a house drawing, add a caption with the text button (ABC) near the top of the screen.  You may want to ask a question that will get the audience thinking like “What can you do with a bunch of trees?”
Erasing
If while you are drawing, you want to erase a SMALL portion of what you drew (and it’s not the last thing you did), click on the icon that looks like an eraser.  If you choose the pencil top eraser picture you can erase a small portion of the drawing.  If you choose the BIG eraser, you can erase the whole picture with a special effect in the process.  To erase the whole picture, click one erase option on the bottom menu and click anywhere on your picture.

After you are satisfied with your introduction picture, save it by going to “File” and “Saveas”.  You can name it something like “intropage”.

Original Graphic Page
Use the drawing tools you learned about for your last page to create a graphic of your symbol.  This time make a log cabin drawing.  Don’t worry about making it “perfect.”  

Choose the text (ABC) tool to write a short caption at the bottom of your screen.

Using Stickers
Stickers are located by clicking the icon that looks like a roll of stickers.  Stickers are ready made images you can put on the screen.  They are different than the animations because they do not move.  They can be resized to fit your design with the pink arrows.  You can also flip them upside down, or reverse them with the pink arrows.  To move the image, click on the image and hold it down.  Move it where you want it and release the mouse button.  Again, there are many categories of sticker images.  Use your up and down buttons on the categories and picture files to see all the options.

Using Stamps

Stamps are located by clicking the icon that looks like a rubber stamp.  Stamps are small ready made images that you can put on the screen.  They are different than stickers because you cannot change the size.  Like with the stickers, there are many categories, so examine all this is available.
For the purposes of this exercise, choose at least one sticker and one stamp to put on your log cabin scene.
After you have drawn your picture, put on a text caption, and adding at least one sticker and one stamp, save your picture with a file name like “logcabinpic”.

Making a Graphic Organizer
Make sure your last picture is saved, then click the dynamite to start a new picture.  You are going to make a graphic organizer using the “Idea Machine” button on the top left of the screen. This icon looks like a brain with eyeballs and a lightbulb on top of it.  Click it and you will see a file menu pop up.  Choose the folder that says “Idea Mapping.”  Then choose the “5 bubble diagram” and hit okay.
The graphic organizer will show up on your screen.  

Adding Color to Pre-Made Pictures

This picture is black and white.  You may want to add color to the bubbles or the background to give it more appeal.  To do this, first choose a color at the bottom of the screen.  Then choose the “Fill Bucket” icon and click where you want to place the color.  (Note: you must have a closed space or the bucket will fill in more than you wanted.)

Writing in the Bubbles

Use your text tool (ABC) to make a text box near each bubble.  After you type your text, you can re-size the textbox to fit in the bubble better or highlight the text and change the text size, font and color.

In the center bubble, put the name of your symbol (“Log Cabin”)  In the other four bubbles, write an interesting thing about the log cabin that you learn in the 1 page of information I attached to your packet (from Uncle Sam & Old Glory: Symbols of America.)

After you are finished typing in each bubble, you can choose to add some small decorations or leave it simple.  Save it before you move to the next picture.  You can save it under a title like “infoweb”.

Making a paragraph page
This is the page where you will write the finished content about your symbol, the log cabin.  You can choose any design to make a background color or texture.  Just make sure you choose a text color that will contrast with the background so you can read what you wrote.  You can also choose to draw a white square in the center of the screen and type your text there to make it easier to read.
Make a text box and type out your paragraph.  Make sure to use your own words when you’re typing what you learned.  At the bottom, you can say the book that your information came from.

Book name:  Uncle Sam & Old Glory: Symbols of America

Author:  Delno C. West and J. M. West
Date: 2000

After you are satisfied with your paragraph page, save it.  You can call it something like “paragraph”.
Making a conclusion page

This is the page that will come at the very end of the slideshow.  This slide tells your audience your presentation is done.
After you’re sure your last page was saved, click the dynamite to start a new picture.

You can design your end page however you like.  You can choose a background sound to play, use stickers or stamps, hand draw, use a background scene….anything.  Just include a textbox with some concluding words like “The End” or “I hope you liked my information”, etc.

Save your last page with a filename like “endpage”.

Making the Slideshow Presentation

After your last picture is saved, click on the button on the lower right of the screen that looks like a piece of movie film.  When you roll over the image, it will say “Go to Slideshow.”

On this screen, you will put all your pages in the right order and add transition effects between pages.
Inserting your pictures

Start by putting all your pictures in the right order.  To insert a picture, click on the picture of a folder with a red arrow pointing to a white square under Square #1.  You will see a file menu come up.  Click on your title page picture and click okay.

Go to Square #2 and put your introduction page.

Go to Square #3 and put your graphic image page.

Go to Square #4 and put your idea web page.

Go to Square #5 and put your paragraph page.

Go to Square #6 and put your end page.

Adding transition effects and sounds
Transition effects help add interest when you are changing slides.

Click on the middle button on the left vertical menu that has a pink arrow on a piece of film.  You will see pink arrows appear before each of your slides.  Click on an arrow.  You will see a menu of transition choices come up.  The pink squares at the top are the ways the screen will transition.  The pictures at the bottom will add a sound as the slides are changing.  Once you choose a pink square for the way to change the slide and a sound, click “preview” and see what it does.  When you are satisfied, click “ok.”
Make a transition effect for each of your slides.  Only boxes with slides will let you add a transition effect.

Timing choices

Slideshows can be set up to change slides every so many seconds or when you click the mouse or others.  I prefer to use the “click the mouse” option because you many want to read things on the screen as you go.  

You can see underneath every slide the words “7 seconds”.  Click on those words to see other choices you have for timing.  Choose one that you like and hit okay.

Audio Options

Next to the “7 seconds” timing button, there is a small megaphone symbol for audio options.  If you click that, you can click the buttons for playing music and playing text sounds.

Saving Your Slideshow

Go to “File” and “Saveas”.  You may wish to name it something like “logcabinslides” or “symbolreport”.
Playing Your Slideshow

You can view your slideshow at any time during your creation to check how it appears.  After it’s all finished, you will play your slideshow for the class by hitting the green arrow button at the bottom of the left vertical menu.
You’re Finished!
After all the presentations are finished, we will discuss how you see KidPix being used in your own grades and subject areas.  Also please fill out the feedback survey before you leave.
