Emily Morris

L553 – Professional Toolkit – Part D – Professional Report of Evidence Collection 

Plan

My plan was to survey the strengths and weaknesses of Acton Elementary School Media Center’s collection of books.  I did not include the audio visual material because at this point in my library studies I do not know how to professionally evaluate AV materials.  I do not work at this library.  However, if I did, I would use the results of this collection map to decide my selection strategies and to help rewrite my collection development plan.  

I am looking to see if there are any blatant weak spots in the collection that should be covered in a K-4 school library.  I can also use this mapping to advocate the library’s strengths where the library has a good collection.  This could also help me to know where I might need to resource share with other elementary school libraries in the township or the public library. If I had more time and available people resources, I would also obtain curriculum maps from the faculty and see how well the collection met the curriculum needs.  

Activities

I performed a part of the survey (520’s) manually for another class assignment.  However, to do it all by hand was taking more time than I had available.  I used a software program to collect the raw data about the collection.  The software program is called Titlewise, and it is run through Follett.  In fairness to the project, I only used the raw data of numbers and created my own tables, graphs and charts with the numbers. I did my own analysis of the results.  
Results

Total items in the collection – 
The largest amount of the collection are “easy” books.  I don’t know if this category means non-fiction easy readers, fiction easy readers, or a combination of the two.  Whatever definition is used, this is a good amount for an elementary school library.  K-2 readers need books at their level.  Fiction has the next most items in the collection.  This seems adequate to me because students often choose fiction for pleasure reading purposes.  500’s have 10% of the collection.  This is an important area because of the applied sciences.  However, looking further down on my pie charts, I notice that the bulk of the 500’s are animal books, followed by earth sciences and astronomy.  Biographies are 9% of the collection.  I would want to ask the librarian if students often do biography studies.  It seems like an adequate number.  The 300’s, 600’s, and 900’s each populate 6% of the collection.  This tells me the librarian puts equal weight on the social sciences, health and manufacturing, and history books.  As I analyze the breakdown of the 900’s, however, I notice the emphasis is on North America and Europe.  It would make sense that the students will study these topics in their elementary curriculum.  They do have some books for Asian and African history, but I wonder if it’s enough.  700’s follow at 5% of the collection.  Being the arts related books, I see this as something that is probably recreational reading until the art or music teachers have requested certain materials.  The Reference books compose 4% of the collection.  I think it probably doesn’t expand much because some of the books would have be updated, and some are useful for a long period of time.  The 000’s and the 800’s each have 1% of the collection.  This makes sense that an elementary library isn’t going to carry a lot of the subjects that would fall within the 000 subject area.    I also don’t see a great need for lots of American literature at this level.  They have about 200 titles in this section, and that is probably suitable from my limited knowledge.  Finally, the 100’s, 200’s and 400’s each have 1% of the collection.  I can’t see there being a big interest in philosophy at this age.  There are slightly more books in the 200’s (religion).  As I compare the numbers, I see that the Christian books are balanced by other religion books.  It is good that there is a balance of view points.  The 400’s (languages) make me wonder a little bit.  There is a growing trend to have more Hispanic children in our schools.  To have such a small collection of Spanish related books (only 12) seems unfair.  I think the majority of the language books at this library consist more of “learn to speak this language” instead of regular books in another language.  The largest section of 400’s aren’t foreign languages, but they are English / Old English books.    More work should certainly be done on this section to present a more diverse collection for the community.

Number of Books in Collection by Year

The parts of this collection I am concerned about are the 2000’s, 1990’s and 1980’s.  These three decades together equal 55% of the collection.  That means 45% of the collection is over 30 years old.  I think that this is pretty old for an elementary school library.  What surprises me more is the 9% that is from 1950 or earlier.  (I’m going to assume that the books that do not have a year present are going to fall in this category.)  I would really like the see the 36% that makes up the books from the 1960’s and 1970’s examined thoroughly to see how much is outdated.


Looking at the bar graph version of this data, I see the greatest majority of the books were purchased during the 1980’s.  The 2000 dated books have an equal amount of weight as the ones from the ones from the 1950’s.  That’s pretty sad.

Book sections with large portions out of the recommended age range


Knowing the breakdown of the years of this collection, it is not surprising to me to find that many of the more “sensitive” areas of the non-fiction collection are outdated. Medical sciences, astronomy, geography and life sciences all have large portions of their sections with mostly outdated books.  However, I don’t see an elementary school having a good enough budget to replace all of the outdated books as fast as they go out.  This pie chart definitely tells me that weeding needs to be done.
Average Age of the Total Collection


The bar graph for this section breaks down the sections and gives an average age.  It’s kind of sad that the most updated section is the small professional collection.  No average age is higher than 1989, and that is in the small 000’s section.  Some of the average section ages are from the time when I was born (1978)!  This tells me that a majority of these books are probably ones that were there 20 years ago when I was a student in this same facility.  

Conclusion

If I had only numbers to work with to conclude the health of this library’s collection, I’d say that it is pretty poor.  However, since I don’t work in the facility and had limited time with the staff to discuss how the collection became the way it is, I don’t know if it because of staff neglect, lack of funds, lack of support from the administration, or any other reason.  I’d certainly like to believe that it’s not because of the staff, but I don’t know.  Budgets are always a concern for every librarian, so I assume this is one of the factors.  However, I am severely tempted to examine each of the books that is still in the collection from the 1950’s and earlier and argue why it SHOULD be in the collection.


These results would be a big motivation to seek out grant money to purchase a more updated collection of books in different sections and find practical ways to use the materials to warrant their purchase.  It would take initiative on the part of the librarian, and I know for a fact this particular one is split between two school buildings.  I imagine it’s a challenge to keep up with the fixed teaching schedule, let alone the health of the collection.  It seems like it is something that does need attention though.
