Emily Morris

L528 – Subject Specialty Collection Development Policies 

Staff member responsible for collecting
At Hawkins Elementary School Library Media Center, the media specialist is responsible for the collection development activities.
Current strength of holdings

Currently in the 520’s (space books), our collection needs much improvement.  50 non-fiction books are available that would pertain to space, but only 12 of them were published in 1990 or later.  23 were published in the 1980’s.  22 were published from 1940 to 1979.  Most of the books are in fairly good condition.  Only a few show ratty bindings or damaged spines.  
There are no audiovisual materials in this subject area in the library at this time.

Level of desired collecting activity

At this time, Hawkins Elementary School Library Media Center chooses to collect space related works at a collection depth indicator level of 2: basic information level.  
The library will collect in context with the Indiana Academic Science Standards that relate to space.  Third graders focus on the sun, moon and stars.  Fourth graders also focus on the moon.  Fifth graders add the ideas of telescopes and the diverse characteristics of stars.  Since Hawkins Elementary is only a K-4 school, it would not be space efficient to collect broadly.  Some collecting outside of these specified topics can be done for patron interests.

Selection criteria 

Special attention will be given to the reading level and interest level of the book.  Other good features of these materials would be to include a glossary, color photographs or drawings, and further readings or websites.  Materials to be selected need to be reviewed in at least 2 professional journals.
Policies for retrospective acquisitions

Retrospective acquisitions will be acceptable when 2 professional reviews are available to support the purchase.  Consideration may be taken to have a few older copyrighted books to compare the history of space knowledge.  However, in general, nothing over 10 years old will be collected for currency and accuracy. 
Policies for non-book formats

The library will collect videos on space for faculty use in class instruction.  If not already available in needed classrooms, space related models will also be collected and available for classroom use. 
Policies for gifts

The library will accept gifts from donors, but it reserves the right to use the materials as it sees fit.  Consideration for collection level, reading level, interest level, condition of material, currency and accuracy will be taken into account.

Resources for collecting

Some of the resources the library will use to select space books are as follows:
(Periodicals)

School Library Journal

Horn Book Magazine

Booklist

(Monographs)

The Elementary School Library (Bro-Dart)

Children’s Catalog 

Book Review Digest

