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Intellectual Freedom

The staff of Hawkins Elementary School Library Media Center supports intellectual freedom because it is an essential part of democracy, supported by the First Amendment to U.S. Constitution.  The First Amendment gives all Americans freedom of expression, which includes ideas in printed, audio/visual and electronic formats.  

Access

We support free access to all available library materials to all of the library patrons, regardless of the patron’s age, background, or point-of-view.  We serve Hawkins Elementary School students, faculty, parents and members of the community.
Privacy of Library Records

We believe that all library users have the right to keep their library records confidential, including those of students.  We support protection of these records except under order of a federal, state, or local issued subpoena.  
Selection and Censorship

As a staff, we do not let our personal convictions dictate what materials are selected for the library.  We oppose restricting access to materials due to the material’s political or religious stance, or any other unpopular or unorthodox point-of-view.  Hawkins Elementary School Library Media Center strives to represent diverse ideas, both current and historical.  Parents have the responsibility to supervise and evaluate the library choices their own children make, not for all users.  
Process of Challenging Library Material

Hawkins Elementary School Library Media Center welcomes comments and concerns regarding material in the center.  All persons and groups are free to communicate a concern over a library item by filling out a Challenged Item Form.  After the form is complete, the item will be reviewed by the Challenged Item Committee.  This committee is made up of school administration, teachers, library staff, and parents.  The committee will decide whether the item will remain or be removed from the library based on the collection development plan (approved by the school board on 8/10/04), the item’s merits and flaws, and the Challenged Item Form supplied by the patron.  
Contact Information
If you have any more questions about the intellectual freedom policy or challenged item review process, please feel free to contact the media specialist, Ms. Morris at 555-1234 or the principal Mr. Smiles at 555-2345.

Materials used to write intellectual freedom policy
(all ALA materials may be found on American Library Association’s website http://www.ala.org)

ALA Code of Ethics

ALA Library Bill of Rights

ALA Freedom to Read Statement

ALA Freedom to View Statement

ALA Policy on Confidentiality of Library Records

ALA Access to Resources and Services in the School Library Media Program

Hawkins Elementary School Library Media Center

Challenged Item Form

Date of complaint:________________________________________________________

Name of person/group making complaint: _____________________________________

Title of challenged item:____________________________________________________

Author of challenged item:__________________________________________________
Why are you challenging this item? __________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Have you read/viewed this item yourself? _____________________________________

After viewing this item, where in the item is the objectionable material? (State context of objectionable issue.   Include page numbers and quotes, etc.) If more room is needed, staple extra pages as required.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for expressing your concern.  The Challenged Item Committee will be reviewing your concern within one month of receiving this form.
