Emily Morris

L528 – Description of collection evaluation and resource sharing

Deselection and Weeding

Weeding is a continual process at Hawkins Elementary School Library Media Center.  Factors that will be considered when weeding include condition of item, age, whether there is a duplicate in stock, accuracy of content, usage of item, if another library we resource share with has a copy, and whether the item still fits within the mission and vision of the library media center.  

Collection Evaluation

Hawkins Elementary School library media center is devoted to meeting the information needs of the faculty, students and community.  The first collection evaluation question is “How well does this library’s collection meet the curriculum needs of the school?”  In order to answer this question, teachers will perform curriculum mapping, and the librarian will perform collection inventory to see how well the two match up.  This evidence collection technique will show what areas of the collection are strong and weak.

The second evaluation question is “Are we improving in reading motivational programming?”  To measure this, we will look at last year’s records from the reading challenge.  How many were able to meet the goal last year as opposed to how many met the goal this year?  Circulation records will also be viewed for all books that were used in storytelling, author visits, book talks, etc to see if these measures improved material usage.
The third evaluation question is, “Is this collection meeting the reading level needs of the student body?” In order to answer this question, students will be tested for reading level and see if the collection adequately supports the range of reading levels in the building.

Evaluation will take place at the end of the school year.

Resource sharing

Hawkins Elementary School Library Media Center resource shares with the other school libraries within the township school district.  The sharing will occur through a shared online catalog system and emailing the librarian to prepare items for shipment by a courier.  The library also resource shares with the local public library system.  Notice can be given to the librarian on duty of the information need and materials will be gathered within a few days time.  The local public library online catalog can be consulted for what is available through the different branches.  Finally, the library will resource share with local museums that offer checkout of materials for educational purposes.  Contact will need to be made with the museum to see what is offered and the details for loaning them out.
