Emily Morris

Collaborative Inquiry Plan
U.S. Citizenship Inquiry Project, Grade 3

Target Learning Resource Area: Social Studies, Citizenship

Inquiry Project Title: Symbols of United States Citizenship

Grade Level: 3

Total Students: 70

Teachers: Media Specialist (Ms. Morris), 3rd grade team (Mr. Happy, Ms. Brown, Ms. Smith), Music teacher (Mr. Clark)
Duration of project: 4 weeks in late winter, final presentation culminating close to President’s Day
Learning Objectives:

1. Students will perform in a school music program.
2. Students will complete each step in the Big6 information inquiry model.
3. Students will research one symbol of United States national heritage.
4. Students will be able to sing 6 patriotic songs.
5. Students will create a poster displaying the end results of research.
6. Students will evaluate information found in 3 resources for accuracy, currency and relevancy.
7. Students will organize information in a graphic organizer.
8. Students will use Kidpix software to create a graphic for the visual aid.
9. Students will complete each step of the writing process while creating a 3 paragraph report.

Knowledge Content Standards:
Upon completion of this inquiry unit, the student will:

Social Studies

3.2.1 Explain that people are citizens of the community, state, and nation and explain the importance of good citizenship. 

3.2.2  Identify fundamental democratic principles and ideals in American songs, stories, and symbols.

3.2.6 Discuss and explain the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Explain other ways citizens can affirm their citizenship.

3.2.7 Use a variety of information resources to gather information about community leaders and civic issues.

Music
3.1.3 Sing a memorized song that emphasizes the cultural heritage of class members.
3.8.1
Identify familiar pieces of music from other eras.

3.8.2 
Identify a piece of music from a cultural background in addition to those represented in class.

Language Arts

3.2.1 Use titles, tables of contents, chapter headings, a glossary, or an index to locate information in text.
3.2.2 Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal information from the text.

3.2.6 Locate appropriate and significant information from the text, including problems and solutions.
3.4.1
Find ideas for writing stories and descriptions in conversations with others; in books, magazines, or school textbooks; or on the Internet.

3.4.2
Discuss ideas for writing, use diagrams and charts to develop ideas, and make a list or notebook of ideas.

3.4.3
Create single paragraphs with topic sentences and simple supporting facts and details.
3.4.4
Use various reference materials (such as a dictionary, thesaurus, atlas, encyclopedia, and online resources).

3.4.5
Use a computer to draft, revise, and publish writing.

3.7.13
Plan and present dramatic interpretations of experiences, stories, poems, or plays. 
Information Inquiry

Standard 1: The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively.


Indicator 1: Recognizes the need for information


Indicator 3: Formulates questions based on information needs.


Indicator 4: Identifies a variety of potential sources of information.


Indicator 5: Develops and uses successful strategies for locating information.

Standard 2: The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and competently.


Indicator 1: Determines accuracy, relevance, and comprehensiveness.


Indicator 4: Selects information appropriate to the problem or question at hand.

Standard 3: The student who is information literate uses information accurately and creatively.


Indicator 1: Organizes information for practical application.


Indicator 2: Integrates new information into one’s own knowledge.

Indicator 3: Applies information in critical thinking and problem solving.


Indicator 4: Produces and communicates information and ideas in appropriate



formats.

Standard 7: The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and recognizes the importance of information to a democratic society.


Indicator 1: Seeks information from diverse sources, contexts, disciplines, and 



cultures.

Standard 9: The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate information.


Indicator 1: Shares knowledge and information with others.


Indicator 2: Respects others’ ideas and backgrounds and acknowledges their



contribution.
Major activities:

The students will find information on different United States symbols.
The students will organize the information into graphic organizers.

The students will use Kidpix software to create printable graphics of their symbols.

The students will create posters displaying the information and graphics.
The students will explore patriotic United State music through listening and singing.
The students will perform in a patriotic music school  program.

Timeline: 

1. Students will gain excitement for the unit and make connections by taking a introductory fieldtrip to tour the Indiana Capitol Building.

2. Students will watch a video about citizenship and talk about what they think citizenship is.

3. Students will be divided into small groups and choose a cultural or historical symbol of the United States.

4. Students will be discussing citizenship content in social studies while taking trips to the media center to participate in an inquiry project on cultural or historical symbols of the United States.

5. Students will make a graphic organizer using Kidspiration with the information they find through the inquiry project.

6. Students will write a 3 paragraph minimum report on what they find.

7. Students will use KidPix to create a graphic to represent their symbols.

8. Students will create a poster combining the report and graphic in an attractive fashion.

9. Students are learning 6 patriotic songs in music class, which will culminate in a school music program in combination with presentations of their symbol posters and reports.

Evaluation Procedures:

Students will be evaluated by using the following methods:

1. rubrics for poster, report, presentation

2. learning logs for information inquiry process

3. survey at the beginning and end of unit about library usefulness.

4. KWL chart over citizenship

5. participation in music program

Teaching responsibilities:

1. Mr. Clark (music): Teach the songs for the program and the historical / cultural importance of the music.
2. Mr. Happy (social studies): Teach the content about citizenship, democracy, Pledge of Allegiance. Co-teach information inquiry project.
3. Mr. Happy, Ms. Brown, Ms. Smith (language arts): Teach the writing process for research report. Poster creation.
4. Ms. Brown (math teacher): Liaison for field trip.
5. Ms. Smith (science teacher): Help organize the presentation aspect of research projects during program.
6. Ms. Morris (media specialist): Big6 information inquiry model, writing process, Kidpix software, poster creation, Gather informational resources prior to unit, Kidspiration software.
Resources Budgeted


Funding Source

Dollar Amount

_______________________________________________________________________

Update print materials


Library



$702.18
· Expand and update resources about symbols of America.

· Have grade level appropriate resources (approximately 2 to 4).

Update non-print materials

Library



$29.95

· Expand video resources about American citizenship. Reach visual learners.
Computer software


Library



$299.00

* 
Purchase graphic creation software that is user-friendly to the young learner.  Applicable to many projects.  1 copy for every computer in the lab.




Supplies & Duplication

Posters




Principal


$22.75
*  
For use in visual aid production for American symbols inquiry projects.  Students will have 1 poster for groups of 2.
Field trip



PTA



$600
· Expenses for transportation, substitute teachers (including the instructional library media specialist)
· 1 school day trip to the Indiana Capitol Building funded by parent / teacher association to increase concrete connection to local/state citizenship.
Resources Owned


Location


Approximate Value

________________________________________________________________________

Print materials



Library



$800
· serves as part of the core collection of information for student projects

(list on spreadsheet)

Non-print materials


Library



$200
· videos serve as part of the core collection of information for students

(list on spreadsheet)

Computer software

Microsoft Office utilities

Library



(unknown)

* software installed on each computer in the computer lab

Supplies & Duplication

Copier




School



(unknown)
Black/White Printer


Library
Color Printer



Library
Technology

Digital Cameras


Library



$700
* used to take pictures of student groups for presentations

