	The coast of California is home to one of the most magnificent marine habitats - the kelp forest.  The majestic towering giant kelp, Macrocystis pyrifera,  blankets much of the coastal nearshore habitats of California.  Within the confines of this massive seaweed, a myriad of fishes, invertebrates, algae, marine birds and marine mammals find comfortable homes and shelters from the ravages of the occasionally inhospitable ocean.  Although the water is cool by most people's standards, and visibility is often dimmed by blooms of life-supporting phytoplankton, California kelp forests offer some of the most amazing animal diversity and oceanic experiences to be found in any ocean. 

Your Task!

You are to select one of the organisms or groups of organisms below and do the following.

1. Research the lifestyle of this/these organisms and prepare a short summary which must include, but is not limited to:

a. Feeding habits

b. Reproductive technique

c. Habitat info

d. Geographic distribution

e. Predators

f. Special Adaptations (shell, poison, ink, camouflage, etc.)

g. Size

h. Impress me with more information

This does not have to be in paragraph form but it must be concise as each groups information will be compiled, printed and distributed to the class.

2.  Create a hand generated visual of the organism that will become part of the display we will be creating on the wall.  I expect that Artistic Effort must be visible and must include color. No computer print outs will be accepted. Only through a group combined effort will we have a project that is worth looking at.  

Below is a list of organisms that you may select from or you may find an organism of interest that you may want to know more about.  

	

	 KELP FOREST ORGANISMS


 
Cabezon

Crevice Kelpfish
Kelp Rockfish
Gopher Rockfish
Ocean Sunfish


Snubnose Sculpin

Longfin Sculpin

Lingcod
Sarcastif Fringehead


Yellow Fringehead

Senorita
Garibaldi
coralline sculpin

Wolf Eel


Mosshead Warbonnet
Painted Greenling
Kelp Pipefish

Sheephead

Brown Cup Coral

Gray Whale

White Sided Dolphin
California Sea Lion

Purple Sea Urchin

Torpedo Ray

Club-tipped or Strawberry Anemone


Sunflower Sea Star

Giant Spined Sea Star

Brittle Star   
Southern Kelp Crab

Blue Rockfish

Monterey turbin snail
Bat Star   
Keyhole Limpet

