
Course Syllabus

Instructor:  Matthew Moreno







Email:  soymateofeo@sbcglobal.net
School telephone:  323-314-7307

Introduction:  AP Biology is designed to give students instruction in material that would be comparable to an introductory year course in Biology.  The class will be fast paced and will work at the college level.  At the end of the course, each student takes the AP exam to test his or her proficiency in Biology.  

Text:  Campbell, Biology 7th Edition

Recommended supplements:  Cliffs AP Biology It looks like this and can be ordered from Borders online or from almost any other bookstore.
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Supplemental Readings will also be required which may require you to download and print them from my website, http://www.geocities.com/soymateofeo@sbcglobal.net/MorenoHome.html
My website can also be reached through the school website and following the faculty page.

Class Description:  There are many ways to look at how this class is organized.   The goals of the class as described by the almighty College Board are as follows:



Molecules and Cells 

-25%



Heredity and Evolution 
-25 %



Organisms and Populations 
-50%

The major themes of the course:

Major Themes:
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	Science as a Process
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	Evolution
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	Energy Transfer
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	Continuity of Change
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	Relationship of Structure and Function
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	Regulation
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	Interdependence in Nature
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	Science, Technology, and Society


Topic Outline (Percentage of Course)

I. Molecules and Cells (25%) 
A. Chemistry of Life (7%) 
1. Water 
2. Organic molecules in organisms 
3. Free energy changes 
4. Enzymes 
B. Cells (10%) 
1.Prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells 
2. Membranes 
3. Subcellular organization 
4. Cell cycle and its regulation 
C. Cellular Energetics (8%) 
1. Coupled reactions 
2. Fermentation and cellular respiration 
3. Photosynthesis 
II. Heredity and Evolution (25%) 
A. Heredity (8%) 
1. Meiosis and gametogenesis 
2. Eukaryotic chromosomes 
3. Inheritance patterns 
B. Molecular Genetics (9%) 
1. RNA and DNA structure and function 
2. Gene regulation 
3. Mutation 
4. Viral structure and replication 
5. Nucleic acid technology and applications 
C. Evolutionary Biology (8%) 
1. Early evolution of life 
2. Evidence for evolution 
3. Mechanisms of evolution 
III. Organisms and Populations (50%) 
A. Diversity of Organisms (8%) 
1. Evolutionary patterns 
2. Survey of the diversity of life 
3. Phylogenetic classification 
4. Evolutionary relationships 
B. Structure and Function of Plants and Animals (32%) 
1. Reproduction, growth, and development 
2. Structural, physiological, and behavioral adaptations 
3. Response to the environment 
C. Ecology (10%) 
1. Population dynamics 
2. Communities and ecosystems 
3. Global issues
Class Rules:

1. ASK QUESTIONS!  

2. Do not talk while I am talking unless you have a good question or want to add to my idea.

3. Do not be late.  I have been lenient in the past but this has caused me problems.   
4. Do not talk while I am talking unless you have a good question or want to add to my idea.
5. Bring your materials every day. (See class materials)
6. Do not talk while I am talking unless you have a good question or want to add to my idea.
7. RESPECT EACH OTHER AND EACH OTHER’S PROPERTY
8. DO NOT DO OTHER CLASS WORK IN MY CLASS UNLESS YOU HAVE ABSOLUTELY NOTHING ELSE TO DO.  If you can’t handle your other AP classes, don’t use my 1st period as your homework center.
Class Materials

1. Large spiral notebook with pockets.  It must the larger notebooks and it must be divided into at least 3 sections.  

a. Daily Notes

b.  labs


c. vocabulary

**This notebook is to have no other material other than AP Biology.  If I see other work being done, I will collect your notebook and hold it until I see fit to return it.**

2. Textbook

GRADING Scale
My Grading Scale is as follows:

A=100%-90
B=89%-80%
C=79%-65%

D=65%-55%
F= 54% or below

All homework assignments are graded on a 4 point scale.  See the rubric.  Otherwise points are added up and a straight percentage is given.  Points come from either participation, homework, projects, labs, and classwork.  Just in case you forgot, to find your percentage:

Step 1:  add up your total points scored

Step 2:  Divide by the total points possible

Step 3:  multiply by 100

Step 4:  Open your mouth in awe as to how well you did.  

Downloading

Many things will need to be downloaded and printed by you.  There is no excuse for not having your things ahead of time.  Many of you have the internet and there are computers all over campus.

Late Work:

Good Luck!  If you give it to me late, you have a 50/50 chance of it getting entered.   So if you really don’t like yourself, turn something in late.

Questions

I have one important policy on questions.  ASK!  ASK!  ASK!  No question is stupid.  Stupid people are those people that don’t ask questions.   If you think you need extra help, fine.   Set up a time and I will be there.   You aren’t bothering me.  If I can’t make it, I will tell you.   My goal is for you to learn.   If there is anything I can do to make it a better experience for you, tell me.  I’m not sensitive.  If I think you are nuts, I’ll tell you in a nice way.  (  Don’t bother raising your hand for an hour.   If I do not acknowledge your question, then I don’t see  you.   Get my attention in some way.   Jump up and down!   Shoot a flare!  I don’t care how you do it JUST ASK YOUR QUESTION!

            
