Using Dichotomous Keys
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A dichotomous key is a written set of choices that leads to the name of an organism. Scientists use these to identify unknown organisms. 
Consider the following animals. They are all related, but each is a separate species. Use the dichotomous key below to determine the species of each.

	1.
	Has light colored body ......go to 2

	
	Has dark colored body ..... go to 4

	2. 
	Has 4 legs .....go to 3

	
	Has 8 legs .......... Deerus octagis

	3.
	Has a tail ........ Deerus pestis

	
	Does not have a tail ..... Deerus magnus

	4.
	Has a pointy hump ...... Deerus humpis

	
	Does not have a pointy hump.....go to 5

	5.
	Has ears .........Deerus purplinis

	 
	Does not have ears ......Deerus deafus


 

Answers:
A. Deerus magnus
B. Deerus pestis
C. Deerus octagis
D. Deerus purplinis
E. Deerus deafus
F. Deerus humpis
*note that all of these organisms are in the same genus.
