How to build your own FREE website!

Mrs. Wolfe

Name ________________ Period ________ Date _______

**You will create a site, in groups, that you will use to showcase work that you have done in class.  Throughout the duration of the class, you will be creating projects and completing assignments that will be uploaded to your site for grading and for display.  Be sure that your site is appropriate for school, but you may let your personality shine through.  Choose pictures, backgrounds, music, text, and links to make your site special.  Good luck!

1. Go to www.geocities.com and follow the steps below to create your website.

2. Under Get Started, click the hypertext “free.”

3. In the box titled Geocities Free, click “Sign up.”

4. Under New to Yahoo? click “Sign up now.”

5.  Fill in all of the required information to obtain an ID and password.

**Be sure to unclick “Activate Yahoo email account if you don’t want to create a Yahoo email account.

**Choose an ID that is appropriate for school, please.

**If you are not creating a Yahoo email account, you must enter an alternate email account.  Be sure that you can access this account from school TODAY!  If you will not be able to access it, go ahead and check the box to Activate a Yahoo email account.  

**For Industry, choose education.  For Title, choose Students-K-12.

**Uncheck the box by Send me special offers… 

**Enter the word shown in the box and hit “Submit this form.”

6. You are given a message to activate your account.  To do this, you will need to access your email and follow the instructions.  This step may be delayed until that evening if necessary, but you MUST access your email and complete the activation instructions within the next day.  If you do not activate your account through email, your account and website will be destroyed.

7. Click “Continue to Yahoo.”

8. Choose the radio button beside science and click “Continue.”  This is the type of ads that will appear on your site.  

9. Record your ID, password, and homepage URL in your journal.

10. Click “Build your website now!”  You are automatically signed in to geocities.

11. Under Build My Website, click “Yahoo! PageBuilder.”

12. Click “Launch PageBuilder.”

13. Once PageBuilder has opened, you can modify your website.  In the future, you must go to www.geocities.com, sign in, and Launch PageBuilder to change or add to your site.  DO NOT CLOSE ANY WINDOWS THAT ARE OPENED DURING THIS PROCESS EXCEPT THE ADVERTISEMENT!!

14. Click the push-button Add-ons.  With this option, you can add pictures, put on a background, and add special features to your site like a counter, animations, or music.

15. Click the push-button Text.  With this option, you can add text to your website.  Type in a word.  You can modify the font and color, too.

16. Without closing any of the windows, open a blank Word document.  Type a few words and save the file as MYSITE.

17. From the File dropdown menu, choose Upload Files and Images.  Browse to find the MYSITE file and click upload.  You will receive a message that reports the status of your upload.  Note:  File names may not include spaces, hyphens, or backslashes to upload successfully.

18. Select your text box and click the push-button Link.  You can choose My file and click “Choose” to link the text to your uploaded file.  Select MYSITE and click OK.

19. Click the push-button Save.  Choose Index, click Save, and say OK to overwrite the existing file.  Click OK to preview your site and visit your site.  Try the link that you created and see if it works.

20. Click the push-button Pictures.  Choose clipart, animals, and angbizon.  Under Link to a Location, choose Email and enter your email address into the adjacent space.  Click OK.

21. Save your site and preview it.  Check to be sure that you can click on the Angry bison and email yourself.  Check again to be sure that your link works.

22. Raise your hand to show me that your site is up and has working links…._____________________

      (teacher signature)

23. Now you have some time to add to your site.  You may delete the Angry bison and the link to MYSITE.  Be sure to include the following things on your page:

a. A background that doesn’t make your site difficult to read.

b. At least two pictures that relate to class.

c. A title for your site.

d. The names of your group members collaborating to make the site.

e. A text introduction that explains the purpose of the site in a fun yet appropriate way.

f. A link to our class page.

g. At least two special features (music, animation, counter, etc).

h. Picture that is linked to your email address.  (You may change the picture).  Be sure to include a textbox that explains that reads “Click here to email me.”

24. Once your site is complete, you may print a copy of your site and submit it for grading.  Soon, your site will be linked to the class site!  I can’t wait to see the interesting things that you’ve done to make your site unique!

25. In the future, as you need to modify your site and add to it, you will need to sign in to geocities and open PageBuilder.  Be sure that you always save your site as Index.  Otherwise, the site may not appear on the Web correctly.

