Dissection Guidelines

Mrs. Wolfe

Name ________________ Period _____________ Date ______________

1. ABSOLUTELY NO HORSEPLAY WITH DISSECTING TOOLS OR ORGANISMS!  If you are found in the act of abusing the dissection privilege, you could be excused from dissection for the remainder of the year.  Consequently, you would receive zero credit for any and all remaining dissections.

2. Each dissection organism is worth 20 pts.  Some of the vertebrate organisms will be worth more points.
3. You will typically dissect with an assigned partner.  Sometimes, it will be necessary to dissect in small groups.  You and your partner will be responsible for taking and uploading pictures to your website using our class digital cameras.  You will be required to upload at least two pictures for each organism.  You will need to have a floppy disk to save your pictures. 
4. You will complete your lab dissection packet individually.  

5. You will have approximately 1-2 periods for most organisms.  Some organisms will require 3 periods.  If you miss any dissection class time, you will be required to come in and complete the dissection after school without a partner.  

6. Once your packet is complete, you and your partner will come up to me for “checkout questions.”

7. “Checkout questions”:  I will ask you and your partner two separate questions.  If you or your partner cannot answer the questions, you will return to dissecting and figure out the answer.  Once you have figured it out, you can repeat the “checkout questions” process.  However, you will be given different questions each time.  Also, you will lose 2 pts. from your dissection grade for each “checkout question” repeat.  

8. If you successfully answer the “checkout questions,” you will be given full credit for the lab. 

9. If you must complete the dissection after school without a partner, you will be responsible for answering both “checkout questions” on your own.  Likewise, your partner will have been held responsible for both “checkout questions” during class.  

10. I will not collect your dissection packets.  You are responsible for learning the material during the dissection.  The “checkout questions” are not an indication that you have mastered all of the material, but an indication that you have completed the lab.  It is your responsibility to study the lab specimen well enough to master the anatomy.  If you need extra help, you may access one of the online tutorials from our class website.  

11.  DISSECTION PROJECT:  You are required to build a website for EACH specimen that we dissect.  The websites will be a portion of your final exam grade.  These websites should be linked to your Biology website and should contain the following information:

· Title 
· Your name(s)




· Appropriate Background
· A brief description of your experience in dissection with that animal

· Two pictures

· Two links to other tutorials of that animal

11. DISSECTION TEST:  You are required to take a lab practical after the invertebrate dissections.  You will take a second lab practical after the vertebrate dissections.  You will also be given a written portion after each lab practical.  The written portion will come directly from notes.  The lab practical portion will come directly from dissection packets.  You will have in-class time to practice the lab practical.  

TENTATIVE DISSECTION SCHEDULE

1. Earthworm……………………………… Friday May 7

2. Live Earthworm Behavior Lab…………..Monday May 10

**Invertebrate Notes continued (May 11-12)

3. Hydra Feeding……………………………Thursday May 13

4. Planaria…………………………………..Thursday May 13

5. Clam……………………………………...Friday May 14 **BUG COLLECTIONS DUE!!
6. Crayfish…………………………………..Monday May 17

**Lab Practical Practice (Tuesday May 18)

INVERTEBRATE DISSECTION TEST (Wednesday May 19)

**Vertebrate Notes (Thursday May 20)

7. Perch………………………………………Friday May 21
8. Frog……………………………………….Monday May 24
9. Rat………………………………………...Tuesday May 25 

**Work on websites and practice for the lab practical (Wednesday May 26) 

 **Lab Practical Practice (Thursday May 27)

VERTEBRATE DISSECTION TEST (Friday May 28)

10.  Review for Final Exam!!...........................Tuesday June 1 – Thursday June 3 

