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Students from Santa Clara Valley Chapter Schools scored a sweep of the top individual and team awards at the State of California competition of the twenty-fifth annual Mathcounts contest for 6th, 7th and 8th graders.  The competition is conducted by the California Society of Professional Engineers.
The Harker School of San Jose won the state team title for the first time, becoming the 4th school from the Santa Clara Valley Chapter to win the State competition. In addition, the top 4 scoring students were from the Santa Clara Valley Chapter:  Alissa Zhang, an 8th grader from Redwood School in Saratoga, placed first, Albert Wu, an 8th grader from Harker was 2nd, Brian Wai, an 8th grader also from Redwood School 3rd, and Cynthia Day, an 8th grader from Miller Middle School in San Jose, was 4th.  These 4 will make up the State of California team, which will participate in the National Competition in Denver in May, against teams from all 49 other states, as well teams from Puerto Rico, the U. S. Virgin Islands, and other overseas military base champions.  The coach of the winning Harker team, Vandana Kadam, will coach the California team.  It the second time that all 4 of the California representatives will come from one chapter, with Santa Clara Valley representatives having accomplished this feat in 2002.

The Northern California competition was conducted on March 15th at the University of California at Davis, with the Southern California competition simultaneously held at the University of California at Irvine.  The Northern California competition featured 32 school teams and 39 Individual representatives for a total of 163 students who had advanced from 13 earlier Chapter Competitions, with a similar number competing down South.  The Top scores between the Northern and Southern competitions are compared to determine the overall State Champion Team, and the 4 top students who form the California State Team.

Harker’s winning team members were Michelle Deng, Revanth Kosaraju (20th individually in the NorCal rankings), Ramya Rangan (5th), and Albert Wu (4th).  In addition, Patrick Yang placed 6th as an individual entry.
Fellow Santa Clara Valley school Redwood School of Saratoga placed 2nd, with team members Justin Chiang, Sankash Shankar, Brian Wai (who placed 3rd individually),  and Alissa Zhang (1st individually). Redwood’s coach is Rebecca Pham. 
Another Santa Clara Valley Chapter school, Miller Middle School of San Jose, placed third, with team members Cynthia Day (4th place individually), Johnny Ho (8th place overall, and the top 7th grader),  Alexander Ma and Marcus Schorow.  Miller is coached by Pallavi Shah and Monica Manolescu.


4th place team was Harvest Park School of Pleasanton, and another Santa Clara Valley Chapter School, Kennedy of Cupertino, placed 5th, with team members Lexing Tong (11th individually), Barak Gila (14th), Douglas Chen and Eric Oh.  The 6th place team was the final Santa Clara Valley entry, William Hopkins Junior High of Fremont, with team members Kevin Chen, Michael Choi (15th individually), Charles Guan (12th), and Jay Shah (17th).
14 of the top 20 individual placements were from the Santa Clara Valley Chapter, with individual entry Stephen Bi of Sunnyvale Middle School placing 16th in addition to the above noted students.
For the fast-paced one-on-one oral tournament Countdown Round, the top 16 individuals competed in front of a crowd at Freeborn Hall at UC Davis.  In the final, Albert Wu of Harker edged out Alissa Zhang of Redwood 3-2.  Brian Wai of Redwood took 3rd, with Cynthia Day of Miller 4th.  

MATHCOUNTS is a combination math coaching and competition program and is sponsored locally by the California Society of Professional Engineers, and San Jose State University.  Students compete in both written and oral matches in such subjects as probability, statistics, linear algebra and polynomials.  State competition sponsor is Raytheon Space and Airborne Systems   Approximately 5,600 schools nationally enter the competition.  
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