[image: image1.png]CALIFORNIA Santa Clara Valley Chapter
SOCIETY OF Mathcounts

PROFESSIONAL 960 Amstutz Drive
ENGINEERS San Jose, CA 95129



PRESS RELEASE
Contact:  Tim McCarthy, California Society of Professional Engineers Santa Clara Valley (408) 257-8179 or cell (415) 328-3299  email scvmathcounts@gmail.com  FAX:  (408) 228-5210

Website: http://www.geocities.com/moosecyn/index.html 
(San Jose, CA   2/24/2009)—The Mathcounts team from Miller Middle School of San Jose has won the Santa Clara Valley Chapter competition of the Mathcounts contest for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. The contest was held at San Jose State University on February 14th, sponsored by the California Society of Professional Engineers. 35 schools brought 218 students to compete in the Chapter this year. Teams of 4 students and up to 4 additional individual entries per school participated.  
The winning Miller team members are:  8th graders:  Wenkai (Kevin) Lei (who placed 1st Individually), Nikhil Buduma, (19th) Victor Xu (6th), and Johnny Ho (2nd).  Pallavi Shah, Ingrid Lu, and Monica Manolescu coach Miller’s team, assisted by Felix Sung, Alexander Lin, Alexander J. Lin (two different Alexander Lins), Cynthia Day, Frances Guo, and Vicky Ro.

Second place team award went to William Hopkins Junior High of Fremont, coached by Donna Phair, assisted by Marianna Mao, Roger Chen, Bowei Liu, Eugene Choi, and Wenting Cao.  Hopkins team members are 8th graders Kevin Chen (27th individually), Donghyun  Michael Choi (20th), Allan Ko (35th), and 7th grader Lewis Chen (4th).
3rd place team was John F. Kennedy Middle School of Cupertino, with team members 8th graders Lexing Teng (12th), Barak Gila (37th), 7th grader Douglas Chen (25th) and 6th grader Andrew He (32nd).  Kennedy is coached by Sharon Vierhus, assisted by Apoorva Rajagopal, Kevin Shen, Abhijit Pujare, Elaine Tang and Angela Zhang.
4th place team was Challenger School of Sunnyvale, which advanced to the State competition for the first time.  Challenger’s performance also earned it the Most Improved School award, jumping an astounding 14 places in the standings compared to last year’s ranking.  In addition, Challenger’s performance won the award for Best Small School.  Challenger team members are 8th graders  Debnil Sur (12th individually), Kai Xiao (27th), Albert Chen, and 7th grader Varun Mohan (tied for 12th).
5th place team was Chaboya Middle School of San Jose, which advanced to the State level competition for the first time by edging out Redwood School of Saratoga for the final available spot in a Team Tiebreaker.  Chaboya is Coached by Teresa Luo, with team members 8th graders Yizhe Liu (51st), Matthew Lin (20th), Christine Li (29th), and Gareth Chen (12th).
Individually, first place award had to be decided by a tiebreaker set of questions, as an all-time record of 5 students logged perfect scores in the Individual Rounds.  The playoff results:  First place went to Wenkai (Kevin) Lee of Miller, 2nd place went to Johnny Ho of Miller, 3rd place went to .Matthew Chow of Cupertino Middle School, 4th place went to Lewis Chen of Hopkins, and 5th went to Eric Wu, entered as an Individual Entry from Miller.
Best New School award went to Stratford Middle School of San Jose, coached by Monisha Gupta and Neha Makhijani, with team members 6th graders Rahul Jayaraman (47th), Ayush Midha, 7th grader Markus Tran, and 8th grader Grant Granado.
The top five teams, along with six additional Individual top scorers, will advance to the Northern California finals at The University of the Pacific on March 28th.

Individuals qualifying for the State Event were Matthew Chow (3rd individually) and Alexander Hong  (10th) of Cupertino Middle School, Individual Entries Eric Wu (5th) and Julia Huang (8th) of  Miller and Aaron Ling (7th) of Hopkins, and Spencer Yee of Thornton Junior High of Fremont (tied for 8th).
For the oral Countdown Round portion of the competition, a crowd of 350 filled the Morris Dailey Auditorium at San Jose State University.  In the final, Matthew Lin of Chaboya beat out Evan Chen of Horner Junior High (Fremont).  3rd place went to Victor Xu of Miller, and 4th to Edward Gao of Lawson Middle School in Cupertino.
MATHCOUNTS is a combination math coaching and competition program and is sponsored locally by the California Society of Professional Engineers and San Jose State University Department of Mathematics.  National sponsors include the National Society of Professional Engineers, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, the CNA Foundation, Lockheed Martin, Raytheon Company, Texas Instruments Incorporated, General Motors Foundation, 3M Foundation, Northrop Grumman Foundation, National Aeronautics and Space Administration Approximately 6,000 schools nationally enter the competition. 
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