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PRESS RELEASE
Contact:  Tim McCarthy, California Society of Professional Engineers Santa Clara Valley (408) 257-8179 or cell (415) 328-3299  email scvmathcounts@gmail.com  FAX:  (408) 228-5210

Website: http://www.geocities.com/moosecyn/index.html 
(San Jose, CA   2/27/2008)—The Mathcounts team from Harker School of San Jose has won the Santa Clara Valley Chapter competition of the Mathcounts contest for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. The contest was held at San Jose State University on February 23rd, sponsored by the California Society of Professional Engineers. 28 schools brought 189 students to compete in the Chapter this year. Teams of 4 students and up to 4 additional individual entries per school participated.  
The winning Harker team members are:  8th graders:  Revanth Kosaraju (who placed 7th individually), Michelle Deng (5th), Ramya Rangan (34th), and Albert Wu (3rd). Harker’s team is coached by Vandana Kadam.
Second place team award, just a quarter point behind Harker, went to Miller Middle School of San Jose.  Miller’s team members are Marcus Schorow (who placed 2nd individually), Cynthia Day (22nd), Alexander Ma (12th), and Johnny Ho (12th).  Pallavi Shah and Monica Manolescu coach Miller’s team, assisted by Felix Sung, Alexander Lin, and Alexander J. Lin (two different Alexander Lins!).

Redwood School of Saratoga placed 3rd, with team members Alissa Zhang (4th individually), Brian Wai (11th), Sankash Shankar (34th) and Justin Chiang (25th).  Rebecca Phan, Kavitha Shankar and Eileen You coach Redwood.
4th place team was John F. Kennedy Middle School of Cupertino, with team members Eric Oh (34th), Lexing Teng (30th), Barak Gila (30th), and 6th grader Douglas Chen.  Kennedy is coached by Sharon Vierhus and Apoorva Rajagopal.  

5th place team was William Hopkins Junior High of Fremont, coached by Donna Phair, assisted by Marianna Mao, Jason Shu, Edward Quirley and Bowei Liu.  Hopkins team members are Kevin Chen, Donghyun Michael Choi (39th individually), Charles Guan (30th), and Jay Shah (12th).

Individually, first place award had to be decided by a tiebreaker, as three students logged perfect scores in the Individual Rounds.  The playoff results:  First place went to Patrick Yang , who was entered as an Individual Entry from Harker, 2nd place went to Marcus Schorow of Miller, with 3rd place going to Albert Wu of Harker.
Award for Best Small School went to Discovery Charter School of San Jose, in the competition in only its 2nd year.  Team members are Karen Lu, Patrick Jones, Kevin Mu and Jennifer Gao.  Discovery Charter is coached by Jenny Jones and Caroline Prasad.  Discovery Charter’s performance also earned it the Most Improved School award, leading a group of 6 schools that scored an astounding 15 or more points better than last year’s score.

Best New School award went to Challenger Ardenwood School of Newark, coached by Lalit Kotecha.  Team members are Harish Shankar, Arun Pingali, Aditya Kotecha, and Jeffrey Sun.
The top five teams (Harker, Miller, Redwood, Kennedy and Hopkins), along with five Individual top scorers, will advance to the Northern California finals at UC Davis on March 15th.

Individuals qualifying for the State Event were Harker Individual Entries Patrick Yang (1st individually) and Daryl Neubieser (8th), Joseph Hui of Hyde Middle School, Cupertino (6th individually), Steven Bi of Sunnyvale Middle School (10th individually), and Miller Individual Entry Karthik Vemulapalli (9th).
For the oral Countdown Round portion of the competition, a crowd of 250 filled the Science Auditorium at San Jose State University.  In the final, Spencer Yee of Thornton Jr High, Fremont, beat out Justin Chiang of Redwood.  3rd place went to Steven Bi of Sunnyvale, and 4th to Eric Oh of Kennedy.
MATHCOUNTS is a combination math coaching and competition program and is sponsored locally by the California Society of Professional Engineers and San Jose State University Department of Mathematics.  National sponsors include the National Society of Professional Engineers, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, the CNA Foundation, Lockheed Martin, Raytheon Company, Texas Instruments Incorporated, General Motors Foundation, 3M Foundation, Northrop Grumman Foundation, National Aeronautics and Space Administration Approximately 6,000 schools nationally enter the competition. 
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