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PRESS RELEASE
Contact:  Tim McCarthy, California Society of Professional Engineers Santa Clara Valley (408) 257-8179 or cell (415) 328-3299  email mathcounts@gosfgiants.com Website: http://www.geocities.com/moosecyn/index.html 
(San Jose, CA   2/20/06)—The Mathcounts team from Redwood Middle School of Saratoga has won the Santa Clara Valley Chapter competition of the Mathcounts contest for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. The contest was held at San Jose State University on February 4th, sponsored by the California Society of Professional Engineers. A record 33 schools and 200 students competed in the Chapter this year. Teams of 4 students and up to 4 additional individual entries per school participated.  
Redwood team members are Albert Gu (who placed 1st individually), Rolland Wu (2nd individually), Logan Short (tied for 23rd) and Alissa Zhang (14th).  Prema Jayashankar and Nandani Ramani coach Redwood.
Second place team award, just half a point behind Redwood, went to John F. Kennedy Middle School of Cupertino, with team members Stephanie Guo (tied for 18th individually), Kevin Shen (tied for 6th), Anthony Sun (tied for 20th) and Jasper Wu (3rd). Kennedy is coached by Sharon Vierhus and Apoorva Rajagopal.  

Logging the same score as Kennedy, but edged out in a blind draw tiebreaker, was third place team Harker School of San Jose, coached by Vandana Kadam, with team members Jeanette Chin (tied for 6th), Kevin Zhang (15th), Andrew Zhou (5th individually), and Albert Wu (tied for 23rd). 
4th place team was Miller Middle School of San Jose, whose team members are Felix Sung (tied for 6th individually), Tony Ho (11th), Timothy Chu (tied 20th), and Alexander J. Lin (also tied for 20th). Pallavi Shah coaches Miller’s team, assisted by Miller graduates Caroline Suen, Stephen Giandomenico, Patricia Li, Daiwei Li, and Joy Lin.
Individually, Jasper Wu of Kennedy, and Albert Gu and Rolland Wu of Redwood all completed the individual round with perfect scores, requiring a tiebreaker round, the second time in the Chapter competition’s 23 year history.  Albert solved the special tiebreaker problem in the shortest time, earning him the first place trophy, with Roland placing second, and Jasper 3rd.
The top four teams (Redwood, Kennedy, Harker and Miller) along with five Individual top scorers, will advance to the Northern California finals at UC Davis on March 18th.

Only 4 ½ point behind the 1st place teams was 5th place William Hopkins Junior High of Fremont, with team members Bowei Liu (4th individually, qualifying for the state event), Henry Hwang , Aileen Lu, and Thomas Chi, coached by Donna Phair, assisted by Hopkins graduates Yuchen Mao and Marianna Mao.
Award for Best Small School went to Saint Andrews School of Saratoga for the 4th year in a row, coached by Paul Kunzel, Sue Dvorak, and Linda Sherburne, with team members Kevin Mu, Amanda Mui, Frances Yin, and Ben Weems.
Most Improved School award went to Charter School of Morgan Hill, coached by Dave Bostick, with team members Zoe Bostick, Katy Witmer, Valerie Ng, and Katie O'Neill.
Best New School award went to Chaboya Middle School of San Jose, coached by Teresa Luo, with team members Hubert Wang, Josh Chen, Akash Gupta, and Neha Shekhar.
Other individuals qualifying for the State Event were Jing Jing Li of Sunnyvale Middle School (9th individually), David Wang of Challenger School of Sunnyvale (10th), Harker Individual Entry Ian Wolfe (12th), and Miller individual entry Dave Sung (13th).
For the oral Countdown Round portion of the competition, a crowd of over 240 overflowed the Science Auditorium at San Jose State University.  In the final, Albert Gu of Redwood came up with the winning answer to come in ahead of 2nd place Felix Sung of Miller. Rolland Wu of Redwood placed 3rd, and 4th place went to Tony Ho of Miller.
MATHCOUNTS is a combination math coaching and competition program and is sponsored locally by the California Society of Professional Engineers and San Jose State University Department of Mathematics.  National sponsors include the National Society of Professional Engineers, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, the CNA Foundation, General Motors Foundation, Lockheed Martin, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Northrop Grumman Foundation, Raytheon Company, Shell Oil Company, Texas Instruments Incorporated, 3M Foundation, and Xerox Corporation.  Approximately 6,000 schools nationally enter the competition. 
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