Montreal Shamrocks Gaelic Athletic Club News

The Montreal Shamrocks Gaelic Athletic Club (GAA) has seen many changes in recent months.  A new executive committee was elected at December’s annual general meeting, but there has been quite a bit of movement since then.  Brendan O’Connor was nominated as Club President but due to professional commitments, was not able to take up the position.  Nigel Harney was nominated and accepted the position of Club Treasurer, and Stephen Bourke was nominated as Club Vice President, a position he held until his departure for Ireland in early April.  His position has yet to be filled.  Two members of the women’s team were also nominated to the executive committee, Ann Carroll as Club Secretary and Christina Piamonte as Club Public Relations Officer.  Paddy Mahon agreed to be the interim President until a replacement was found.  In February, Micheál (Mick) Martin took over as Club President.  The team also welcomes O’Regan’s Irish Pub (1224 Bishop St.) as their new sponsor this year.

The committee has been hard at work getting the 2004 season under way.  This year the Montreal Shamrocks will once again field a men’s and women’s team. The teams managed to get a few indoor training sessions in during the winter months and are now back into full training.  They have set out a rigorous training schedule for themselves in an effort to prepare for the first match of the season.  Both teams will be playing a friendly match against Ottawa on Saturday, May 1st.  

Montreal will once again be hosting the first tournament of the season.  This year’s tournament will be held at John Abbott College over Victoria Day weekend (May 22nd and 23rd).  The teams are looking very forward to this year’s tournament when they are expecting to play host to teams from Ottawa and the Greater Toronto Area as well as Edmonton.  

For more information on the Montreal Shamrocks’ schedule and other GAA events, please visit their web site at www.montrealgaa.com.
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