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Montgomery County Hunter Safety Volunteers were honored as Illinois Department of Natural Resources “Volunteer of the Year” at the Illinois State Fair.  Leslie Sgro, Deputy Director of IDNR made the award at a 2:00 PM ceremony.  Volunteers received a plaque, individual pins, parking passes and tickets for the fair, August 11. The plaque, awarded to the group, was imprinted with, “Illinois Department of Natural Resources Volunteer of the Year.”

IDNR Deputy Director, Sgro said, “The hunter safety instructors in Montgomery County are dedicated volunteers who have taught a large number of future sportsmen and sportswomen in Illinois about hunter safety. Group members were teaching hunter education classes before 1976 when hunter safety instruction was made mandatory in Illinois. Since then, the Montgomery County team has scheduled 67 classes, with a total of 2,410 students successfully completing the course. Many students look forward to attending one of the Montgomery County classes and travel many miles to do so. The team of volunteer instructors is currently led by volunteer Master Instructor Darin Richardson. The rest of the team includes Thomas Bates, Harold Benny, Robert Carroll, Jeff Harbaugh, Gary McCafferty, Brad Ozee, Kevin “KC” Prickett, Glenn Savage, Nancy Savage, Joe Spencer and David Young, Jr.”
Neil Waters, Regional Hunter Safety Coordinator, said, “Montgomery County Hunter Safety Instructors are well organized, prepared, and conscientious as well as dedicated In their mission of preparing safe hunters.” 

