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Call Glenn Savage with any questions

“This is fun!” shouted Parker Wilhelm, after he made a picture perfect wing shot on an escaping pheasant.  The rooster was Parker’s second of the day and it marked the end of a hunt where everyone bagged their limit of birds.  After Parker’s bird was in his hunting vest, Parker remarked, “This is nothing like shooting clay birds!”  Logan Voyles chimed in with “I plan to do this again next year.” 

Sunday, November 5, 2006 was overcast with a mild breeze from the South when 13 boys and girls and their parents, guardians, hunting mentors, and dog handlers met at the Lake Sangchris State Park Office for a refresher course on Hunter Safety before the Free Upland Game Hunt provided by the State of Illinois. The hunt started slowly for our party of three youth, four adults and two dogs.  Only youth under fifteen are allowed to carry firearms and take pheasants.  About thirty minutes into the hunt, Boomer the German Wirehair, found scent and pointed in a tall grass strip.  The movement of the hunters caused the bird to jump into the air and attempt an escape.   Responding to cries of , “ shoot, shoot, rooster, rooster”, Austin Savage fired in vain as the gaudy rooster escaped.  

Our group of hunters turned west to follow the tall grass strip back to the path we’d taken to the field and sharp-eyed, Logan Voyles, spotted three roosters running ahead of us.  Brian and Austin Savage hustled to the end of the field, out of the rooster’s sight and cut them off.  Boomer found the rooster’s hiding place in the grass and pointed so that Logan could harvest the first rooster of the day.  The hunt unfolded with each hunter getting chances to shoot a bird, sometimes connecting and sometimes missing. 

After the hunt, Austin Savage, Grandson of Glenn and Nancy Savage of Litchfield, IL and Ashley Bishop, daughter of Glenn and Kim Bishop, Litchfield, were asked some questions about their experience. Austin Savage said, “The most fun was when we ran into six or twelve pheasants all at once.  I was thinking we weren’t going to see anything.  I was ready to be done hunting but I kept on going.  I think more people should go on these hunts because they are a lot of fun.  People should remember to bring water with them.”  Ashley Bishop said, “I missed that first one that Dad said was a wild one when he flew into the timber.  It was fun because it was just Dad and me.  I got the next one with my third shot and it dropped in the water but Crissy found it and Dad retrieved it.  I told my friends I was going on a bird hunt but they didn’t believe me.  I’ll tell them I got two (birds).  I’d have been happy with one but I got two!”

Reporter’s note:  The Free Upland Game Hunt is held annually at Sangchris Lake State Park near Pawnee IL at the start of Upland Game Hunting Season, for hunters under fifteen years of age accompanied by an adult.  Dog handlers are welcome to accompany parties of hunters but should call ahead and let the park managers know you are coming.  Traditionally, hunts have started at 11:00 AM and last until legal hunting hours conclude.  Wildfowl hunters and deer hunters are hunting so all hunters should be aware of where they are and if they are encroaching on anyone’s hunting area. Sign up is accomplished by going on line at https://www.lrsidnrpermits.com/reg.asp
In the photo from left to right:  Austin Savage, Ashley Bishop, Crissy and Boomer (dogs), Brian Savage, Glenn Bishop, Parker Wilhelm, Mark Wilhelm, Logan Voyles, Glenn Savage, and Mark Voyles. 
