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Local Conservationists Attend Pheasant Fest

Pheasant Fest 2007 drew a record 24,510 conservationist/sportsmen to the Event Center in Des Moines Iowa, January 19th through 21st for three days of conservation education, a bird dog parade, and 650 exhibitions of commercial products.  Montgomery County Pheasants Forever sent a contingent composed of  Glenn Bishop (President of PF), Kim Bishop, Ashley Bishop (National Pheasants Forever Youth Advisory Council member), and Kelley Bishop; Glenn Savage (Youth Chair and Secretary) and Nancy Savage; Brad Ozee (Board Member), David Jenkins (Board Member), Debbie Jenkins and Will Jenkins. Ashley Bishop, Glenn Savage and Nancy Savage attended Pheasant Fest as volunteers, leaders, and educators.
National Pheasants Forever Youth Advisory Council member, Ashley Bishop wrote, “I voiced Montgomery County's amount of youth involvement, I also informed the public about the organization and help new kids sign up.  We as a council pretty much ran the youth division of the convention.  There, we hosted many guests who spoke/sang/demonstrated to kids, the DNR had a booth, we had several crafts, I worked in the adult seminars, and made sure everything was moving smoothly.”  Ashley wrote, “I really loved talking to people about how we do things in Montgomery and all the things we do to involve youth in our chapter.  I had a chance to lead our (Rudy Rooster) giant pheasant mascot around and one of his activities was to attend a kid’s concert and my friend/council mate and I danced to all the motions with him on stage with the little kids.  The national banquet was fun too because all of the council got recognized in front of all the "big-wigs" and we all got to sit down together for dinner and really get to know each other and how we differ in where we live, or what is "popular" at our school.  I just REALLY loved getting to know everyone.  I honestly think that we will be friends for a long time, if not the rest of our lives.  All of us really bonded greatly.
Nancy Savage with assistance by husband, Glenn, was a featured presenter in the main exhibition hall with a demonstration of handling, marinating and cooking wild pheasant.  Glenn and Nancy also did “Cooking in the Outdoors, featuring “Duct Tape IceCream” and “Boomer Teaches Dog Care” on the youth Stage. 
The Fest's show floor sold out with over 650 exhibitor booths ranging from dog clubs to wildlife paintings and shotguns to seed drills. Those exhibitors along with PF members from across the country booked every hotel in downtown Des Moines for the weekend. The event also generated over 1,000 new Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever members for the non-profit conservation group. 

Montgomery County Pheasants Forever meets monthly at Don Cranfill’s Hunting Preserve.  Call Glenn Savage 217-324-4687 to attend the next local meeting or to sign up for Pheasants Forever. 

